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Under the Persimmon Tree
Welcome to the world of Harry Bliss--a New York Times
bestselling cartoonist whose gag cartoons look at the world in a
fresh, twisted, and unique way. Each panel is a sharp and smart look
at the paradoxes of life, ranging from lust and love to misfortune
and bitterness. Bliss's cartoons expose truths so human, so real,
they're timeless. However, time is running out in Death by
Laughter--a collection of cartoons about death, fatality, and "the
examined life" that Socrates referred to (only his gags weren't
illustrated or, frankly, all that funny). Sheer Bliss.

Ironspark
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Steve Martin is one of America¿s most treasured actors, having
appeared in some of the most popular moves of our time. He is also
an accomplished screenwriter who has in the past few years turned
his hand to writing plays. The results, collected here, hilariously
explore serious questions of love, happiness and the meaning of
life; they are rich with equal parts of pain and slapstick humour,
torment and wit.

The Complete Far Side Leather-Bound Edition
The first book in twenty-five years from Jerry Seinfeld features his
best work across five decades in comedy. Since his first
performance at the legendary New York nightclub “Catch a Rising
Star” as a twenty-one-year-old college student in fall of 1975, Jerry
Seinfeld has written his own material and saved everything.
“Whenever I came up with a funny bit, whether it happened on a
stage, in a conversation, or working it out on my preferred canvas,
the big yellow legal pad, I kept it in one of those old school
accordion folders,” Seinfeld writes. “So I have everything I thought
was worth saving from forty-five years of hacking away at this for
all I was worth.” For this book, Jerry Seinfeld has selected his
favorite material, organized decade by decade. In page after
hilarious page, one brilliantly crafted observation after another,
readers will witness the evolution of one of the great comedians of
our time and gain new insights into the thrilling but unforgiving art
of writing stand-up comedy.

The Alphabet from A to Y with Bonus Letter Z!
“If you want to understand why Americans are protesting in the
streets right now, read this book. OK Boomer, Let’s Talk blows the
lid off the conversations about inequality and racism that lie at the
heart of our national divide.” —Jose Antonio Vargas, founder of
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Define American and author of Dear America: Notes of an
Undocumented Citizen “Jill Filipovic cuts through the noise with
characteristic clarity and nuance. Behind the meme is a thoughtfully
reported book that greatly contributes to our understanding of
generational change.” —Irin Carmon, coauthor of the New York
Times bestseller Notorious RBG Baby Boomers are the most
prosperous generation in American history, but their kids are
screwed. In this eye-opening book, journalist Jill Filipovic breaks
down the massive problems facing Millennials including climate,
money, housing, and healthcare. In Ok Boomer, Let’s Talk,
journalist (and Millennial) Jill Filipovic tells the definitive story of
her generation—and it’s no joke. Talking to gig workers, economists,
policy makers, and dozens of struggling Millennials drowning in
debt on a planet quite literally in flames, Filipovic paints a shocking
and nuanced portrait of a generation being left behind: -Millennials
are the most educated generation in American history—and also the
most broke. -Millennials hold just 3 percent of American wealth.
When they were the same age, Boomers held 21 percent. -The
average older Millennial has $15,000 in student loan debt. The
average Boomer at the same age? Just $2,300 in today’s dollars.
-Millennials are paying almost 40 percent more for their first homes
than Boomers did. -American families spend twice as much on
healthcare now than they did when Boomers were young parents.
Filipovic shows that Millennials are not the avocado-toast-eating
snowflakes of Boomer outrage fantasies. But they are the first
American generation that will do worse than their parents. “OK,
Boomer” isn’t just a sarcastic dismissal—it’s a recognition that
Millennials are in crisis, and that Boomer voters, bankers, and
policy makers are responsible. Filipovic goes beyond the meme,
upending dated assumptions with revelatory data and revealing
portraits of young people delaying adulthood to pay down debt,
obsessed with “wellness” because they can’t afford real healthcare,
and struggling to #hustle in the precarious gig economy. Ok
Boomer, Let’s Talk is at once an explainer and an extended olive
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branch that will finally allow these two generations to truly
understand each other.

Pure Drivel
Intertwined portraits of courage and hope in Afghanistan and
Pakistan Najmah, a young Afghan girl whose name means "star,"
suddenly finds herself alone when her father and older brother are
conscripted by the Taliban and her mother and newborn brother are
killed in an air raid. An American woman, Elaine, whose Islamic
name is Nusrat, is also on her own. She waits out the war in
Peshawar, Pakistan, teaching refugee children under the persimmon
tree in her garden while her Afghan doctor husband runs a clinic in
Mazar-i-Sharif, Afghanistan. Najmah's father had always assured
her that the stars would take care of her, just as Nusrat's husband
had promised that they would tell Nusrat where he was and that he
was safe. As the two look to the skies for answers, their fates
entwine. Najmah, seeking refuge and hoping to find her father and
brother, begins the perilous journey through the mountains to cross
the border into Pakistan. And Nusrat's persimmon-tree school
awaits Najmah's arrival. Together, they both seek their way home.
Known for her award-winning fiction set in South Asia, Suzanne
Fisher Staples revisits that part of the world in this beautifully
written, heartrending novel. Under the Persimmon Tree is a 2006
Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.

Late for School
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • WASHINGTON POST
BESTSELLER • WALL STREET JOURNAL BESTSELLER •
LOS ANGELES TIMES BESTSELLER “I've always looked upon
cartooning as comedy’s last frontier. I have done stand-up,
sketches, movies, monologues, awards show introductions, sound
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bites, blurbs, talk show appearances, and tweets, but the idea of a
one-panel image with or without a caption mystified me. I felt like,
yeah, sometimes I’m funny, but there are these other weird freaks
who are actually funny. You can understand that I was deeply
suspicious of these people who are actually funny.” So writes the
multitalented comedian Steve Martin in his introduction to A
Wealth of Pigeons: A Cartoon Collection. In order to venture into
this lauded territory of cartooning, he partnered with the heralded
New Yorker cartoonist Harry Bliss. Steve shared caption and
cartoon ideas, Harry provided impeccable artwork, and together
they created this collection of humorous cartoons and comic strips,
with amusing commentary about their collaboration throughout.
The result: this gorgeous, funny, singular book, perfect to give as a
gift or to buy for yourself.

OK Boomer, Let's Talk
One of our country's most acclaimed and beloved entertainers,
Steve Martin has written a novella that is unexpectedly perceptive
about relationships and life. Martin is profoundly wise when it
comes to the inner workings of the human heart. Mirabelle is the
"shopgirl" of the title, a young woman, beautiful in a wallflowerish
kind of way, who works behind the glove counter at Neiman
Marcus "selling things that nobody buys anymore . . ." Slightly lost,
slightly off-kilter, very shy, Mirabelle charms because of all that she
is not: not glamorous, not aggressive, not self-aggrandizing. Still
there is something about her that is irresistible. Mirabelle captures
the attention of Ray Porter, a wealthy businessman almost twice her
age. As they tentatively embark on a relationship, they both struggle
to decipher the language of love--with consequences that are both
comic and heartbreaking. Filled with the kind of witty, discerning
observations that have brought Steve Martin critical success,
Shopgirl is a work of disarming tenderness.
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Slaughterhouse-Five
"I've always looked upon cartooning as comedy's last frontier. I
have done stand-up, sketches, movies, monologues, awards show
introductions, sound bites, blurbs, talk show appearances, and
tweets, but the idea of a one-panel image with or without a caption
mystified me. I felt like, yeah, sometimes I'm funny, but there are
these other weird freaks who are actually funny. You can
understand that I was deeply suspicious of these people who are
actually funny." So writes the multitalented comedian Steve Martin
in his introduction to A Wealth of Pigeons: A Cartoon Collection.
In order to venture into this lauded territory of cartooning, he
partnered with the heralded New Yorker cartoonist Harry Bliss.
Steve shared caption and cartoon ideas, Harry provided impeccable
artwork, and together they created this collection of humorous
cartoons and comic strips, with amusing commentary about their
collaboration throughout. The result: this gorgeous, funny, singular
book, perfect to give as a gift or to buy for yourself"--

Cruel Shoes
“To read their stories felt to me the way I suspect other people feel
hearing jazz for the first time,” recalls Curtis Sittenfeld of her initial
encounter with the Best American Short Stories series. “They were
windows into emotions I had and hadn’t had, into other settings and
circumstances and observations and relationships.” Decades later,
Sittenfeld was met by the same feeling selecting the stories for this
year’s edition. The result is a striking and nuanced collection,
bringing to life awkward college students, disgraced public figures,
raunchy grandparents, and mystical godmothers. To read these
stories is to experience the transporting joys of discovery and
affirmation, and to realize that story writing in America continues to
flourish. THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES 2020
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INCLUDES T. C. BOYLE • EMMA CLINE • MARY GAITSKILL
ANDREA LEE • ELIZABETH McCRACKEN • ALEJANDRO
PUYANA WILLIAM PEI SHIH • KEVIN WILSON and others

The Look of the Book
A haunting new novel about love, death, and the afterlife, from the
author of Quarantine Baritone Bay, mid-afternoon. A couple, naked,
married almost thirty years, are lying murdered in the dunes. "Their
bodies had expired, but anyone could tell--just look at them--that
Joseph and Celice were still devoted. For while his hand was
touching her, curved round her shin, the couple seemed to have
achieved that peace the world denies, a period of grace, defying
even murder. Anyone who found them there, so wickedly
disfigured, would nevertheless be bound to see that something of
their love had survived the death of cells. The corpses were
surrendered to the weather and the earth, but they were still a man
and wife, quietly resting; flesh on flesh; dead, but not departed yet."

Trumpty Dumpty Wanted a Crown
Perfect for the anti-aviary (or bird fanatic with a sense of humor),
this snarky illustrated handbook is equal parts profane, funny,
and—let's face it—true. Featuring 50 common North American birds,
such as the White-Breasted Butt Nugget and the Goddamned
Canada Goose (or White-Breasted Nuthatch and Canada Goose for
the layperson), Kracht identifies all the idiots in your backyard and
details exactly why they suck with humorous, yet angry, ink
drawings. Each entry is accompanied by facts about a bird's
(annoying) call, its (dumb) migratory pattern, its (downright tacky)
markings, and more. With migratory maps and tips for birding, plus
musings on the avian population and the ethics of birdwatching, this
is the essential guide to all things wings. No need to wonder what
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all that racket is anymore!

The Best American Short Stories 2020
A collection of short humorous pieces including "Women Without
Bones," "The Day the Dopes Came Over," "How to Fold Soup,"
Dogs in My Nose," "Cruel Shoes," and "What to Say When the
Ducks Show up."

The Field Guide to Dumb Birds of North America
The epic story of why passenger pigeons became extinct and what
that says about our current relationship with the natural world.

A Feathered River Across the Sky
Following the success of his New York Times bestseller Dumpty,
award-winning actor, author, and illustrator John Lithgow presents
a brand-new collection of satirical poems chronicling the despotic
age of Donald Trump. Trumpty Dumpty Wanted a Crown is darker
and more hard-hitting than ever. Lithgow writes and draws with wit
and fury as he takes readers through another year of the shocking
events involving Trump and his administration. His uproarious
poems and illustrations encompass Trump's impeachment, the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Black Lives Matter protests, and much
more. Lithgow targets Mitch McConnell, Mike Pompeo, Bill Barr,
Jared Kushner, Elaine Chao, and many others, but also includes a
few heroes of the moment, including Anthony Fauci, Nancy Pelosi,
Adam Schiff, and even Barack Obama. The book arrives at a time
when it's needed most. With all-new poems and never-before-seen
line drawings, Lithgow will once again make readers laugh and
pause to remember some of the most defining moments in recent
history—skewering the reign of King Dumpty one stanza at a time.
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Digital audio edition read by the author.

A Wealth of Pigeons
The world can always use a laugh. But today, the world could really
use these laughs in this collection of comic strips and panel
cartoons. Love and Other Weird Things is a cartoon collection by
soon-to-be-household-name-if-there's-any-justice-in-this-world
Rich Sparks. The cast of characters seem innocuous enough: foulmouthed animals, Paul Bunyan, eccentric women, men in their
skivvies. But the situations give Monty Python a run for their
money. And the juxtapositions--good heavens! Sparks has been
published in the New Yorker, the Wall Street Journal, American
Bystander, Weekly Humorist, and many other publications. Now he
breaks out on his own with approximately 150 bizarre but sweet
(seriously? Somebody needs to check the definition of sweet.) but
also really funny cartoons.

An Object of Beauty
Narwhal and Jelly spread some holiday cheer (and warm waffle
pudding) in the festive fifth book of this blockbuster graphic novel
series! Dive into three new stories about Narwhal's favorite time of
the year! It's the festive season in the world wide waters, and
Narwhal is looking forward to cozying up with a good book,
singing and partying with his pod pals and enjoying some warm
waffle pudding. But most of all he's excited about the arrival of the
Merry Mermicorn! According to Narwhal, she's part mermaid, part
unicorn and completely mer-aculous! Jelly is of course skeptical
about the existence of the "Mira-Miny-What-A Corn" . . . even
when he receives a mysterious present. It must be from Narwhal.
Now Jelly has to get the perfect gift, but finding a present for
someone as unique as Narwhal is no easy feat, even when you have
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six tentacles. How will Jelly ever come up with a whaley great gift
for a best pal who spreads cheer all through the year?

Picasso at the Lapin Agile and Other Plays
The biggest pro wrestling bio since Bret Hart's Hitman legendary
Rowdy Roddy Piper's unfinished autobiography, re-conceived and
completed by his children, actress/musician Ariel Teal Toombs and
wrestler Colt Baird Toombs. In early 2015, Roderick Toombs, aka
Rowdy Roddy Piper, began researching his own autobiography with
a trip through Western Canada. He was re-discovering his youth, a
part of his life he never discussed during his 61 years, many spent
as one of the greatest talents in the history of pro wrestling.
Following his death due to a heart attack that July, two of his
children took on the job of telling Roddy's story, separating fact
from fiction in the extraordinary life of their father. Already an
accomplished wrestler before Wrestlemania in 1985, Roddy Piper
could infuriate a crowd like no "heel" before him. The principal
antagonist to all-American champion Hulk Hogan, Piper used his
quick wit, explosive ring style and fearless baiting of audiences to
push pro wrestling to unprecedented success. Wrestling was
suddenly pop culture's main event. An actor with over 50 screen
credits, including the lead in John Carpenter's #1 cult classic, They
Live, Piper knew how to keep fans hungry, just as he'd kept them
wishing for a complete portrait of his most unusual life. He wanted
to write this book for his family; now they have written it for him.

Death by Laughter
Welcome to the world of Harry Bliss--a "New York Times"
bestselling cartoonist whose gag cartoons look at the world in a
fresh, twisted, and unique way. Each panel is a sharp and smart look
at the paradoxes of life, ranging from lust and love to misfortune
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and bitterness. Bliss's cartoons expose truths so human, so real,
they're timeless. However, time is running out in "Death by
Laughter"--a collection of cartoons about death, fatality, and "the
examined life" that Socrates referred to (only his gags weren't
illustrated or, frankly, all that funny). Sheer Bliss.

Love and Other Weird Things
Lacey Yeager is young, captivating, and ambitious enough to take
the NYC art world by storm. Groomed at Sotheby's and hungry to
keep climbing the social and career ladders put before her, Lacey
charms men and women, old and young, rich and even richer with
her magnetic charisma and liveliness. Her ascension to the highest
tiers of the city parallel the soaring heights--and, at times, the dark
lows--of the art world and the country from the late 1990s through
today.

A Pigeon and a Boy
This high-quality coloring book has more than 35 unique Pigeon
designs ! Get more value for your money with this coloring
book.Carefully chosen design will provide hours of fun, stress
relief, creativity, and relaxation. Full page designs are printed single
side . This Pigeons coloring book for grown-ups features: -Each
page is 8 1/2 by 11 inches-Each page is professionally composedBeautiful and unique designs, no repeats-Single-side pages lessen
the chance of bleed through and make removal and display easyHigh-resolution printing-Great for gifting

Blitt
Calculating God is the new near-future SF thriller from the popular
and award-winning Robert J. Sawyer. An alien shuttle craft lands
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outside the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto. A six-legged, twoarmed alien emerges, who says, in perfect English, "Take me to a
paleontologist." It seems that Earth, and the alien's home planet, and
the home planet of another alien species traveling on the alien
mother ship, all experienced the same five cataclysmic events at
about the same time (one example of these "cataclysmic events"
would be the meteor that wiped out the dinosaurs). Both alien races
believe this proves the existence of God: i.e. he's obviously been
playing with the evolution of life on each of these planets. From this
provocative launch point, Sawyer tells a fast-paced, and morally
and intellectually challenging, SF story that just grows larger and
larger in scope. The evidence of God's universal existence is not
universally well received on Earth, nor even immediately believed.
And it reveals nothing of God's nature. In fact. it poses more
questions than it answers. When a supernova explodes out in the
galaxy but close enough to wipe out life on all three home-worlds,
the big question is, Will God intervene or is this the sixth
cataclysm:? Calculating God is SF on the grand scale. Calculating
God is a 2001 Hugo Award Nominee for Best Novel. At the
Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.

Happy Narwhalidays (A Narwhal and Jelly Book #5)
From the duo behind the massively successful and award-winning
podcast Stuff You Should Know comes an unexpected look at
things you thought you knew. Josh Clark and Chuck Bryant started
the podcast Stuff You Should Know back in 2008 because they
were curious—curious about the world around them, curious about
what they might have missed in their formal educations, and curious
to dig deeper on stuff they thought they understood. As it turns out,
they aren't the only curious ones. They've since amassed a rabid fan
base, making Stuff You Should Know one of the most popular
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podcasts in the world. Armed with their inquisitive natures and a
passion for sharing, they uncover the weird, fascinating, delightful,
or unexpected elements of a wide variety of topics. The pair have
now taken their near-boundless "whys" and "hows" from your
earbuds to the pages of a book for the first time—featuring a
completely new array of subjects that they’ve long wondered about
and wanted to explore. Each chapter is further embellished with
snappy visual material to allow for rabbit-hole tangents and
digressions—including charts, illustrations, sidebars, and footnotes.
Follow along as the two dig into the underlying stories of
everything from the origin of Murphy beds, to the history of facial
hair, to the psychology of being lost. Have you ever wondered
about the world around you, and wished to see the magic in
everyday things? Come get curious with Stuff You Should Know.
With Josh and Chuck as your guide, there’s something interesting
about everything (except maybe jackhammers).

Blades of Freedom (Nathan Hale's Hazardous Tales #10)
Steve Martin has been an international star for over thirty years.
Here, for the first time, he looks back to the beginning of his career
and charmingly evokes the young man he once was. Born in Texas
but raised in California, Steve was seduced early by the comedy
shows that played on the radio when the family travelled back and
forth to visit relatives. When Disneyland opened just a couple of
miles away from home, an enchanted Steve was given his first
chance to learn magic and entertain an audience. He describes how
he noted the reaction to each joke in a ledger - 'big laugh' or 'quiet' and assiduously studied the acts of colleagues, stealing jokes when
needed. With superb detail, Steve recreates the world of small, dark
clubs and the fear and exhilaration of standing in the spotlight.
While a philosophy student at UCLA, he worked hard at local clubs
honing his comedy and slowly attracting a following until he was
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picked up to write for TV. From here on, Steve Martin became an
acclaimed comedian, packing out venues nationwide. One night,
however, he noticed empty seats and realised he had 'reached the
top of the rollercoaster'. BORN STANDING UP is a funny and
riveting chronicle of how Steve Martin became the comedy genius
we now know and is also a fascinating portrait of an era.

Cat Among the Pigeons
Presents a rhyming couplet featuring each letter of the alphabet,
with such characters as David the dog-faced boy, who dons a derby
despite being dirty, and Victor, whose frequent victories have made
him vainglorious.

Wonton Terror
From the internationally acclaimed Israeli writer Meir Shalev comes
a mesmerizing novel of two love stories, separated by half a century
but connected by one enchanting act of devotion. During the 1948
War of Independence--a time when pigeons are still used to deliver
battlefield messages--a gifted young pigeon handler is mortally
wounded. In the moments before his death, he dispatches one last
pigeon. The bird is carrying his extraordinary gift to the girl he has
loved since adolescence. Intertwined with this story is the
contemporary tale of Yair Mendelsohn, who has his own legacy
from the 1948 war. Yair is a tour guide specializing in birdwatching trips who, in middle age, falls in love again with a
childhood girlfriend. His growing passion for her, along with a gift
from his mother on her deathbed, becomes the key to a life he
thought no longer possible. Unforgettable in both its particulars and
its sweep, A Pigeon and A Boy is a tale of lovers then and now--of
how deeply we love, of what home is, and why we, like pigeons
trained to fly in one direction only, must eventually return to it. In a
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voice that is at once playful, wise, and altogether beguiling, Meir
Shalev tells a story as universal as war and as intimate as a winged
declaration of love. From the Hardcover edition.

A Wealth of Pigeons
Although he is a dog, Bailey goes to school, where his canine
abilities enliven an ordinary day.

The Pleasure of My Company
Cognitive Evolution provides an in-depth exploration of the history
and development of cognition, from the beginning of life on Earth
to present-day humans. Drawing together evolutionary and
comparative research, this book presents a unique perspective on
the evolution of human cognition. Adopting an information
processing perspective – that is, from inputs to outputs, with all the
mental processes in between, Boles provides a systematic overview
of the evolutionary development of cognition and of its sensation,
movement, and perception components. The book is supported by
long-established evolutionary theories and backed up by a wealth of
recent research from the growing field of cognitive evolution and
cognitive neuroscience to provide a comprehensive text on the
subject. Cognitive Evolution is an essential read for advanced
undergraduates and postgraduate students of cognitive and
evolutionary psychology.

Bailey
In the fourth in Vivien Chien's Noodle Shop delicious mystery
series, Ho-Lee Noodle House is ready to take the Cleveland night
market by storm—until a brand-new food venue literally explodes
onto the scene. Lana Lee is all smiles when the first evening of
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Cleveland’s Asian Night Market kicks off the summer. The weekly
festival is always good for business, packed with locals and tourists,
and this year, some stiff new food-truck competition. Wonton on
Wheels, run by old friends of Lana’s parents, promises to have
customers lining up for their delicately wrapped delights—until the
truck blows up at evening’s end. Lana’s boyfriend, Detective Adam
Trudeau, had been planning a birthday getaway for the two of them
but, lo and behold, Lana must assume the role of amateur sleuth yet
again. With one proprietor of Wonton on Wheels dead, it’s
beginning to look more like murder and less like an unfortunate
accident. And as they begin to unwrap layers of disturbing secrets,
Lana’s own family erupts into new drama. Will Lana be able to
solve this crime—or has she jumped from the wok right into the fire?
“Thoroughly entertainingfun and delicious.”—RT Book Reviews

The Boys' Book of Adventure
The battle for your mind has already begun. At Jodrell Band in
England Observatory in England, a radio telescope has detected a
mysterious signal of extraterrestrial origin—a message that may be
the first communication from an interstellar civilization. Has
humanity made first contact? Is the signal itself a form of alien life?
Could it be a threat? If so, how will the people of Earth respond?
Jack Fenwick, artificial intelligence expert, believes that he and his
associates at tech startup Intelligencia can interpret the message and
find a way to step into the realm the signal encodes. What they find
is a complex alien network beyond anything mankind has imagined.
Drawing on Dada, punk and the modernist movements of the
twentieth century, XX is assembled from redacted NASA reports,
artwork, magazine articles, secret transcripts and a novel within a
novel. Deconstructing layout and language in order to explore how
ideas propagate, acclaimed designer and artist Rian Hughes's debut
novel presents a compelling vision of humanity's unique place in the
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universe, and a realistic depiction of what might happen in the wake
of the biggest scientific discovery in human history. Propulsive and
boldly designed, XX is a gripping, wildly imaginative, utterly
original work.

Born Standing Up
From the bestselling author of Shopgirl comes the tender story of a
troubled man who finds love, and life, in the most unexpected place.
Daniel resides in his Santa Monica apartment, living much of his
life as a bystander: He watches from his window as the world goes
by, and his only relationships seem to be with people who barely
know he exists. He passes the time idly filling out contest
applications, counting ceiling tiles, and estimating the wattage of
light bulbs. It is through Daniel's growing attachment to Clarissa,
and to Teddy, that he finally gains the courage to begin to engage
the world outside, and in doing so, he discovers love, and life, in the
most surprising places. Filled with his trademark humor, tenderness,
and out and out hilarious wordplay, The Pleasure of My Company
is a tour de force sure to delight all of Steve Martin's fans.

Stuff You Should Know
A special fiftieth anniversary edition of Kurt Vonnegut’s
masterpiece, “a desperate, painfully honest attempt to confront the
monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time), featuring a new
introduction by Kevin Powers, author of the National Book Award
finalist The Yellow Birds Selected by the Modern Library as one of
the 100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an American
classic, is one of the world’s great antiwar books. Centering on the
infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the
result of what Kurt Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year
struggle to write a book about what he had witnessed as an
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American prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science
fiction, autobiography, and satire in an account of the life of Billy
Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned
alien abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction
of Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences time travel,
or coming “unstuck in time.” An instant bestseller, SlaughterhouseFive made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in American literature, a
reputation that only strengthened over time, despite his being
banned and censored by some libraries and schools for content and
language. But it was precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s
writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the
frank violence, the transgressive wit—that have inspired generations
of readers not just to look differently at the world around them but
to find the confidence to say something about it. Authors as wideranging as Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim
O’Brien, Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris,
Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in
Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut as
“the kind of writer who made people—young people especially—want
to write.” George Saunders has declared Vonnegut to be “the great,
urgent, passionate American writer of our century, who offers us . . .
a model of the kind of compassionate thinking that might yet save
us from ourselves.” Fifty years after its initial publication at the
height of the Vietnam War, Vonnegut's portrayal of political
disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as relevant,
darkly humorous, and profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring
beacon through our own era’s uncertainties. “Poignant and
hilarious, threaded with compassion and, behind everything, the
cataract of a thundering moral statement.”—The Boston Globe

Rowdy
This lavish collection showcases Blitt's most iconic New Yorker
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covers, from the infamous Obama fist bump and George W. Bush's
drowning cabinet to the many misadventures of Donald Trump.
Blitt also shares his sketchbooks, drafts, and hilarious rejected
illustrations, offering readers an exclusive view into the creative
process of one of the foremost political cartoonists of our time.

Calculating God
Getting to school has never been quite this difficult--or hilarious.
Celebrated writer and performer Steve Martin and dynamic artist C.
F. Payne (illustrator of John Lithgow's children's books) have
teamed up to tell a story of the adventure, danger, and laughs of the
journey to school. Undoubtedly a new classic for readers of all ages,
Late to School is the perfect gift to be read again and again.

Being Dead
A gift-appropriate entry in the series that includes The Boys' Book
of Survival shares humorous instructions for surviving various
fantastical challenges, from diving for treasure and living on a
desert island to slaying a werewolf and tackling a komodo dragon.

Shopgirl
'A mix of urbane wit and surreal extrapolations - Douglas Adams
meets Flann O'Brien' Independent Who else but Steve Martin could
combine irrefutable evidence that Mars is populated by kittens with
a treatise on sledgehammers? In this brilliantly witty collection of
pieces Steve Martin takes a subversive glimpse at the world and a
sideways swipe at the conventional. From memory tips for the overfifties to his insightful exposition of 'Wittgenstein's Banana', never
has 'pure drivel' been so entertaining.
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Since "The Far Side's debut in January 1980, fans have bought more
than 40 million "Far Side books and more than 60 million
calendars. Now, at long last, the ultimate "Far Side book has arrived
as a hefty, deluxe, two-volume slipcased set. A masterpiece of
comic brilliance, The Complete Far Side contains every "Far Side
cartoon ever syndicated--over 4,000 if you must know-presented in
(more or less) chronological order by year of publication, with more
than 1,100 that have never before appeared in a book. Creator Gary
Larson offers a rare glimpse into the mind of "The Far Side in
quirky and thoughtful introductions to each of the 14 chapters.
Complaint letters, fan letters, and queries from puzzled readers
appear alongside some of the more provocative or elusive panels,
and actor, author, and comedian Steve Martin offers his pithy
thoughts in a foreword.

Death by Laughter
Late one night, two teachers investigate a mysterious flashing light
in the sports pavilion, while the rest of the school sleeps. There,
among the lacrosse sticks, they stumble upon the body of the
unpopular games mistress - shot through the heart from point blank
range.The school is thrown into chaos when the 'cat' strikes again.
Unfortunately, schoolgirl Julia Upjohn knows too much. In
particular, she knows that without Hercule Poirot's help, she will be
the next victim

Is This Anything?
Why do some book covers instantly grab your attention, while
others never get a second glance? Fusing word and image, as well
as design thinking and literary criticism, this captivating
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investigation goes behind the scenes of the cover design process to
answer this question and more. As the outward face of the text, the
book cover makes an all-important first impression. The Look of
the Book examines art at the edges of literature through notable
covers and the stories behind them, galleries of the many different
jackets of bestselling books, an overview of book cover trends
throughout history, and insights from dozens of literary and design
luminaries. Co-authored by celebrated designer and creative
director Peter Mendelsund and scholar David Alworth, this
fascinating collaboration, featuring hundreds of covers, challenges
our notions of what a book cover can and should be.

Cognitive Evolution
Discover the story of the Haitian Revolution—the largest uprising of
enslaved people in history—in this installment of the New York
Times bestselling graphic novel series Why would Napoleon
Bonaparte sell the Louisiana Territory to the recently formed United
States of America? It all comes back to the island nation of Haiti,
which Napoleon had planned to use as a base for trade with North
America. While Napoleon climbed the ranks of the French army
and government, enslaved people were organizing in Haiti under the
leadership of François Mackandal, Dutty Boukman, Jean-Jacques
Dessalines, and Touissant L’Ouverture, who in 1791 led the largest
uprising of enslaved people in history—the Haitian Revolution.
Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales are graphic novels that tell the
thrilling, shocking, gruesome, and TRUE stories of American
history. Read them all—if you dare!

Pigeons Coloring Book For Kids
A teen outcast must work together with new friends to keep her
family and town safe from murderous Fae while also dealing with
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panic attacks, family issues, and a lesbian love triangle in C.M.
McGuires's kick-butt paranormal YA debut, Ironspark. For the past
nine years, ever since a bunch of those evil Tinkerbells abducted her
mother, cursed her father, and forced her family into hiding, Bryn
has devoted herself to learning everything she can about killing the
Fae. Now it’s time to put those lessons to use. Then the Court Fae
finally show up, and Bryn realizes she can’t handle this on her own.
Thankfully, three friends offer to help: Gwen, a kindhearted water
witch; Dom, a new foster kid pulled into her world; and Jasika, a
schoolmate with her own grudge against the Fae. But trust is hardwon, and what little Bryn has gained is put to the test when she
uncovers a book of Fae magic that belonged to her mother. With the
Fae threat mounting every day, Bryn must choose between faith in
her friends and power from a magic that could threaten her very
humanity.
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