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Don't Sleep, There Are Snakes
For more than 30 years, renowned anthropologist Wade Davis has traveled the globe,
studying the mysteries of sacred plants and celebrating the world’s traditional
cultures. His passion as an ethnobotanist has brought him to the very center of
indigenous life in places as remote and diverse as the Canadian Arctic, the deserts of
North Africa, the rain forests of Borneo, the mountains of Tibet, and the surreal
cultural landscape of Haiti. In Light at the Edge of the World, Davis explores the idea
that these distinct cultures represent unique visions of life itself and have much to
teach the rest of the world about different ways of living and thinking. As he
investigates the dark undercurrents tearing people from their past and propelling
them into an uncertain future, Davis reiterates that the threats faced by indigenous
cultures endanger and diminish all cultures.

Common Spiders of North America
An introduction to animal sleeping habits.

Python for Kids
Barbara Kingsolver's acclaimed international bestseller tells the story of an American
missionary family in the Congo during a poignant chapter in African history. It spins
the tale of the fierce evangelical Baptist, Nathan Price, who takes his wife and four
daughters on a missionary journey into the heart of darkness of the Belgian Congo in
1959. They carry with them to Africa all they believe they will need from home, but
soon find that all of it - from garden seeds to the King James Bible - is calamitously
transformed on African soil. Told from the perspective of the five women, this is a
compelling exploration of African history, religion, family, and the many paths to
redemption. The Poisonwood Bible was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in 1999 and
was chosen as the best reading group novel ever at the Penguin/Orange Awards. It
continues to be read and adored by millions worldwide.
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The Jungle Book
This is the moving and powerful account of two remarkable boys struggling to
survive in Chicago's Henry Horner Homes, a public housing complex disfigured by
crime and neglect. From the Trade Paperback edition.

There Are No Children Here
In 1821, Sequoyah, a Cherokee metalworker and inventor, introduced a writing
system that he had been developing for more than a decade. His creation—the
Cherokee syllabary—helped his people learn to read and write within five years and
became a principal part of their identity. This groundbreaking study traces the
creation, dissemination, and evolution of Sequoyah’s syllabary from script to print to
digital forms. Breaking with conventional understanding, author Ellen Cushman shows
that the syllabary was not based on alphabetic writing, as is often thought, but rather
on Cherokee syllables and, more importantly, on Cherokee meanings. Employing an
engaging narrative approach, Cushman relates how Sequoyah created the syllabary
apart from Western alphabetic models. But he called it an alphabet because he
anticipated the Western assumption that only alphabetic writing is legitimate. Calling
the syllabary an alphabet, though, has led to our current misunderstanding of just
what it is and of the genius behind it—until now. In her opening chapters, Cushman
traces the history of Sequoyah’s invention and explains the logic of the syllabary’s
structure and the graphic relationships among the characters, both of which might
have made the system easy for native speakers to use. Later chapters address the
syllabary’s enduring significance, showing how it allowed Cherokees to protect,
enact, and codify their knowledge and to weave non-Cherokee concepts into their
language and life. The result was their enhanced ability to adapt to social change on
and in Cherokee terms. Cushman adeptly explains complex linguistic concepts in an
accessible style, even as she displays impressive understanding of interrelated
issues in Native American studies, colonial studies, cultural anthropology, linguistics,
rhetoric, and literacy studies. Profound, like the invention it explores, The Cherokee
Syllabary will reshape the study of Cherokee history and culture. Published through
the Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas initiative, supported by the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

On the Plain of Snakes
Language
The New York Times bestselling coauthor of Sex at Dawn explores the ways in
which “progress” has perverted the way we live—how we eat, learn, feel, mate,
parent, communicate, work, and die—in this “engaging, extensively documented, wellorganized, and thought-provoking” (Booklist) book. Most of us have instinctive
evidence the world is ending—balmy December days, face-to-face conversation
replaced with heads-to-screens zomboidism, a world at constant war, a political
system in disarray. We hear some myths and lies so frequently that they feel like
truths: Civilization is humankind’s greatest accomplishment. Progress is undeniable.
Count your blessings. You’re lucky to be alive here and now. Well, maybe we are and
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maybe we aren’t. Civilized to Death counters the idea that progress is inherently
good, arguing that the “progress” defining our age is analogous to an advancing
disease. Prehistoric life, of course, was not without serious dangers and
disadvantages. Many babies died in infancy. A broken bone, infected wound,
snakebite, or difficult pregnancy could be life-threatening. But ultimately, Christopher
Ryan questions, were these pre-civilized dangers more murderous than modern
scourges, such as car accidents, cancers, cardiovascular disease, and a
technologically prolonged dying process? Civilized to Death “will make you see our
so-called progress in a whole new light” (Book Riot) and adds to the timely
conversation that “the way we have been living is no longer sustainable, at least as
long as we want to the earth to outlive us” (Psychology Today). Ryan makes the
claim that we should start looking backwards to find our way into a better future.

Snakes on a Train
Charming lessons in life, death and kindness . . . Hugely moving' Observer This is the
story of Mary, a young girl born in a beautiful city full of rose gardens and fluttering
kites. When she is still very small, Mary meets Lanmo, a shining golden snake, who
becomes her very best friend. The snake visits Mary many times, he sees her grow
and her city change, as bombs drop and war creeps in. Lanmo wonders, can having a
friend possibly be worth the pain of knowing you will lose them?

Arizona Rattlesnake Tales
During the time Mowgli was with the wolf pack, he is abducted by the Bandar-log
monkeys to the ruined city. Baloo and Bagheera set out to rescue him with Kaa the
python. Kaa defeats the Bandar-log, frees Mowgli, and hypnotises the monkeys and
the other animals with his dance. Mowgli rescues Baloo and Bagheera from the spell.
The Jungle Book (1894) is a collection of stories by English author Rudyard Kipling.
The stories were first published in magazines in 1893–94. The original publications
contain illustrations, some by Rudyard's father, John Lockwood Kipling. Kipling was
born in India and spent the first six years of his childhood there. After about ten
years in England, he went back to India and worked there for about six-and-a-half
years. These stories were written when Kipling lived in Vermont. Famous stories of
The Jungle Book Rudyard Kipling: Mowgli's Brothers, Kaa's Hunting, Tiger! Tiger!,
The White Seal, Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, Toomai of the Elephants, Her Majesty’s Servants.

How Language Began
Ambition will fuel him. Competition will drive him. But power has its price.

Trains Don't Sleep
Although Daniel Everett was a missionary, far from converting the Pirahs, they
converted him. He shows the slow, meticulous steps by which he gradually mastered
their language and his gradual realisation that its unusual nature closely reflected its
speakers' startlingly original perceptions of the world. Everett describes how he
began to realise that his discoveries about the Pirah language opened up a new way
of understanding how language works in our minds and in our lives, and that this way
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was utterly at odds with Noam Chomsky's universally accepted linguistic theories.
The perils of passionate academic opposition were then swiftly conjoined to those of
the Amazon in a debate whose outcome has yet to be won. Everett's views are most
recently discussed in Tom Wolfe's bestselling The Kingdom of Speech. Adventure,
personal enlightenment and the makings of a scientific revolution proceed together in
this vivid, funny and moving book.

Shiner
From the scientist duo behind True or Poo?, their original New York Times
bestselling sensation--a scientifically precise, fully illustrated, utterly hilarious guide
to animal flatulence. Dogs do it. Millipedes do it. Dinosaurs did it. You do it. I do it.
Octopuses don't (and nor do octopi). Spiders might do it: more research is needed.
Birds don't do it, but they could if they wanted to. Herrings do it to communicate with
each other. In 2017 zoologist Dani Rabaiotti's teenage brother asked her a most
teenaged question: Do snakes fart? Stumped, Rabaiotti turned to Twitter. The
internet did not disappoint. Her innocent question spawned the hashtag #doesitfart
and it spread like a noxious gas. Dozens of noted experts began weighing in on which
animals do and don't fart, and if they do, how much, how often, what it's made of,
what it smells like, and why. Clearly, the public demands more information on animal
farts. Does it Fart? fills that void: a fully authoritative, fully illustrated guide to animal
flatulence, covering the habits of 80 animals in more detail than you ever knew you
needed. What do hyena farts smell especially bad? What is a fossa, and does it fart?
Why do clams vomit but not fart? And what is a fart, really? Pairing hilarious
illustrations with surprisingly detailed scientific explanations, Does it Fart? will allow
you to shift the blame onto all kinds of unlikely animals for years to come.

The Photo Ark
From Boston Globe–Horn Book Award winner Katherine Rundell comes an exciting
new novel about a group of kids who must survive in the Amazon after their plane
crashes. Fred, Con, Lila, and Max are on their way back to England from Manaus
when the plane they’re on crashes and the pilot dies upon landing. For days they
survive alone, until Fred finds a map that leads them to a ruined city, and to a secret.

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes (A Hunger Games Novel)
Introduces the basics of the Python programming language, covering how to use data
structures, organize and reuse code, draw shapes and patterns with turtle, and create
games and animations with tkinter.

Numbers and the Making of Us
Spiders are among the most diverse groups of terrestrial invertebrates, yet they are
among the least studied and understood. This first comprehensive guide to all 68
spider families in North America beautifully illustrates 469 of the most commonly
encountered species. Group keys enable identification by web type and other
observable details, and species descriptions include identification tips, typical habitat,
geographic distribution, and behavioral notes. A concise illustrated introduction to
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spider biology and anatomy explains spider relationships. This book is a critical
resource for curious naturalists who want to understand this ubiquitous and
ecologically critical component of our biosphere.

The Cherokee Syllabary
In his groundbreaking new book Daniel Everett seeks answers to questions that have
perplexed thinkers from Plato to Chomsky: when and how did language begin? what
is it? and what is it for? Daniel Everett confounds the conventional wisdom that
language originated with Homo sapiens 150,000 years ago and that we have a
'language instinct'. Drawing on evidence from a wide range of fields, including
linguistics, archaeology, biology, anthropology and neuroscience, he shows that our
ancient ancestors, Homo erectus, had the biological and mental equipment for speech
one and half million years ago, and that their cultural and technological achievements
(including building ocean-going boats) make it overwhelmingly likely they spoke
some kind of language. How Language Began sheds new light on language and culture
and what it means to be human and, as always, Daniel Everett spices his account with
incident and anecdote. His book is convincing, arresting and entertaining.

The Great Kapok Tree
A linguist offers a thought-provoking account of his experiences and discoveries
while living with the Pirah , a small tribe of Amazonian Indians living in central
Brazil and a people possessing a language that defies accepted linguistic theories and
reflects a culture that has no counting system, concept of war, or personal property,
and lives entirely in the present. 25,000 first printing.

Don't Sleep, There are Snakes
An accessible exploration of a burgeoning new field: the incredible evolution of
language The first popular book to recount the exciting, very recent developments in
tracing the origins of language, The First Word is at the forefront of a controversial,
compelling new field. Acclaimed science writer Christine Kenneally explains how a
relatively small group of scientists that include Noam Chomsky and Steven Pinker
assembled the astounding narrative of how the fundamental process of evolution
produced a linguistic ape?in other words, us. Infused with the wonder of discovery,
this vital and engrossing book offers us all a better understanding of the story of
humankind.

Kaa’s Hunting (The First Jungle Book)
Author biography, chapter summaries, discussion questions, vocabulary builders,
reproducibles, cross-curricular activities for students of all learning styles for the
novel Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor.

Ransom
In his first novel in more than a decade, award-winning author David Malouf
reimagines the pivotal narrative of Homer’s Iliad—one of the most famous passages in
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all of literature. This is the story of the relationship between two grieving men at
war: fierce Achilles, who has lost his beloved Patroclus in the siege of Troy; and
woeful Priam, whose son Hector killed Patroclus and was in turn savaged by Achilles.
A moving tale of suffering, sorrow, and redemption, Ransom is incandescent in its
delicate and powerful lyricism and its unstated imperative that we imagine our lives
in the glow of fellow feeling. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Are Snakes Necessary?
Puffing, chuffing, never yawning Climbing hills as day is dawning. Trains don’t sleep,
they CLANG and HOOT Cross bridges and canyons, plow through snow, charge down
mountains, and meander across fields filled with sheep. And when it is time to rest
and dreams are just ahead, never fear—trains don’t sleep so that you can. With the
feel of a classic and vivid artwork that captures the power and majesty of trains, this
is a fast-paced rhyming ode to the locomotive.

Shiloh
On a lush mountaintop trapped in time, two women vow to protect each other at all
costs-and one young girl must defy her father to survive. An hour from the closest
West Virginia mining town, fifteen-year-old Wren Bird lives in a cloistered mountain
cabin with her parents. They have no car, no mailbox, and no visitors-except for her
mother's lifelong best friend. Every Sunday, Wren's father delivers winding sermons
in an abandoned gas station, where he takes up serpents and praises the Lord for his
blighted white eye, proof of his divinity and key to the hold he has over the
community, over Wren and her mother. But over the course of one summer, a miracle
performed by Wren's father quickly turns to tragedy. As the order of her world
begins to shatter, Wren must uncover the truth of her father's mysterious legend and
her mother's harrowing history and complex bond with her best friend. And with that
newfound knowledge, Wren can imagine a different future for herself than she has
been told to expect. Rich with epic love and epic loss, and diving deep into a world
that is often forgotten but still part of America, Shiner reveals the hidden story
behind two generations' worth of Appalachian heartbreak and resolve. Amy Jo Burns
brings us a smoldering, taut debut novel about modern female myth-making in a land
of men-and one young girl who must ultimately open her eyes.

Civilized to Death
This lush book of photography represents National Geographic's Photo Ark, a major
cross-platform initiative and lifelong project by photographer Joel Sartore to make
portraits of the world's animals-especially those that are endangered. His powerful
message, conveyed with humor, compassion, and art- to know these animals is to
save them.Sartore intends to photograph every animal in captivity in the world. He is
circling the globe, visiting zoos and wildlife rescue centers to create studio portraits
of 12,000 species, with an emphasis on those facing extinction. He has photographed
more than 6,000 already and now, thanks to a multi-year partnership with National
Geographic, he may reach his goal. This book showcases his animal portraits- from
tiny to mammoth, from the Florida grasshopper sparrow to the greater one-horned
rhinoceros. Paired with the eloquent prose of veteran wildlife writer Douglas
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Chadwick, this book presents a thought-provoking argument for saving all the species
of our planet.

Don't Sleep, There are Snakes
They thought the fears were gone.They thought the nightmares would stop haunting
them.But the five of them were wrong.They're older now. They're friends. But that
friendship can be shattered so easily when life turns scary again.It was bad enough
when it was just clowns and sharks and snakes. Back then, they had to conquer their
own fear.Now . . . they have to conquer everyone else's.

Does It Fart?
A bold and provocative study that presents language not as an innate component of
the brain—as most linguists do—but as an essential tool unique to each culture
worldwide. For years, the prevailing opinion among academics has been that language
is embedded in our genes, existing as an innate and instinctual part of us. But linguist
Daniel Everett argues that, like other tools, language was invented by humans and
can be reinvented or lost. He shows how the evolution of different language
forms—that is, different grammar—reflects how language is influenced by human
societies and experiences, and how it expresses their great variety. For example, the
Amazonian Pirah put words together in ways that violate our long-held understanding of how language works, and Pirah grammar expresses complex ideas very
differently than English grammar does. Drawing on the Wari’ language of Brazil,
Everett explains that speakers of all languages, in constructing their stories, omit
things that all members of the culture understand. In addition, Everett discusses how
some cultures can get by without words for numbers or counting, without verbs for
“to say” or “to give,” illustrating how the very nature of what’s important in a
language is culturally determined. Combining anthropology, primatology, computer
science, philosophy, linguistics, psychology, and his own pioneering—and
adventurous—research with the Amazonian Pirah , and using insights from many
different languages and cultures, Everett gives us an unprecedented elucidation of
this society-defined nature of language. In doing so, he also gives us a new
understanding of how we think and who we are.

Pathways to Knowledge and Inquiry Learning
How reliable are all those stories about the number of Eskimo words for snow? How
can lamps, flags, and parrots be libelous? These and many other odd questions are
typical topics in this collection of essays that present and occasionally zany, often
wry, but always fascinating look at language and the people who study it.

Dark Matter of the Mind
Although Daniel Everett was a missionary, far from converting the Pirah s, they
converted him. He shows the slow, meticulous steps by which he gradually mastered
their language and his gradual realisation that its unusual nature closely reflected its
speakers' startlingly original perceptions of the world.Everett describes how he
began to realise that his discoveries about the Pirah language opened up a new way
Page 7/12

Read Book Online Dont Sleep There Are Snakes Life And Language In The
Amazonian Jungle Vintage Departures
of understanding how language works in our minds and in our lives, and that this way
was utterly at odds with Noam Chomsky's universally accepted linguistic theories.
The perils of passionate academic opposition were then swiftly conjoined to those of
the Amazon in a debate whose outcome has yet to be won. Everett's views are most
recently discussed in Tom Wolfe's bestselling The Kingdom of Speech.Adventure,
personal enlightenment and the makings of a scientific revolution proceed together in
this vivid, funny and moving book.

Don't Sleep, There are Snakes
Is it in our nature to be altruistic, or evil, to make art, use tools, or create language?
Is it in our nature to think in any particular way? For Daniel L. Everett, the answer is
a resounding no: it isn’t in our nature to do any of these things because human nature
does not exist—at least not as we usually think of it. Flying in the face of major trends
in Evolutionary Psychology and related fields, he offers a provocative and compelling
argument in this book that the only thing humans are hardwired for is freedom:
freedom from evolutionary instinct and freedom to adapt to a variety of
environmental and cultural contexts. Everett sketches a blank-slate picture of human
cognition that focuses not on what is in the mind but, rather, what the mind is
in—namely, culture. He draws on years of field research among the Amazonian people
of the Pirah in order to carefully scrutinize various theories of cognitive instinct,
including Noam Chomsky’s foundational concept of universal grammar, Freud’s
notions of unconscious forces, Adolf Bastian’s psychic unity of mankind, and works
on massive modularity by evolutionary psychologists such as Leda Cosmides, John
Tooby, Jerry Fodor, and Steven Pinker. Illuminating unique characteristics of the
Pirah language, he demonstrates just how differently various cultures can make us
think and how vital culture is to our cognitive flexibility. Outlining the ways culture
and individual psychology operate symbiotically, he posits a Buddhist-like conception
of the cultural self as a set of experiences united by various apperceptions, episodic
memories, ranked values, knowledge structures, and social roles—and not, in any
shape or form, biological instinct. The result is fascinating portrait of the “dark
matter of the mind,” one that shows that our greatest evolutionary adaptation is
adaptability itself.

The Anthropology of Language: An Introduction to Linguistic
Anthropology Workbook/Reader
Updated to pair with the new Third Edition of Ottenheimer's book, this notebooksized workbook/reader offers classic and contemporary readings that illuminate and
expand on the basic concepts introduced in the text, providing background
information and insight. Exercises and guided student projects, ranging beginning to
intermediate in skill level, are presented in workbook format, and pages are
perforated so that can be torn out and handed in as assignment sheets. A series of
exercises drawn from a single language is designed to show students the
interconnectedness of different levels of analysis. Web exercise sections conclude
with pointers to the Anthropology CourseMate website, where students will find
glossary flashcards, interactive exercises, links to relevant additional websites, study
questions, and key words to guide them. Instructors receive access to the online
Instructor's Manual with detailed notes for incorporating the readings and exercises,
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as well as tips for assigning the guided student projects. Important Notice: Media
content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be
available in the ebook version.

Light at the Edge of the World
Number concepts are a human invention developed and refined over millennia. They
allow us to grasp quantities precisely: recent research shows that most specific
quantities are not perceived in the absence of a number system. Numbers are not
innate or universal; yet without them, the world as we know it would not exist.

I Don't Like Snakes
"It's like having a new Brian De Palma picture." - Martin Scorsese, Academy Awardwinning director FROM THE DIRECTOR OF SCARFACE AND DRESSED TO KILL -A FEMALE REVENGE STORY When the beautiful young videographer offered to join
his campaign, Senator Lee Rogers should've known better. But saying no would have
taken a stronger man than Rogers, with his ailing wife and his robust libido. Enter
Barton Brock, the senator's fixer. He's already gotten rid of one troublesome young
woman -- how hard could this new one turn out to be? Pursued from Washington D.C.
to the streets of Paris, 18-year-old Fanny Cours knows her reputation and budding
career are on the line. But what she doesn't realize is that her life might be as well

Please Don't Wake the Animals
Focuses on the Pathways Model, inquiry learning, instructional strategies, electronic
tools and resources that enable the research process, and strategies for changing the
curriculum to a focus on inquiry learning.

The First Word
Arizona Rattlesnake Tales takes the reader back in time to experience the
unimaginable hardships cowboys and pioneers faced while living amongst the dreaded
“rattler,” in a time when antivenom was nonexistent and a rattlesnake bite was often
a death sentence. The book includes vintage clippings—unedited reports from
1866–1923 newspapers that paint a clear picture of the extreme adversity and
tragedy early settlers dealt with. The tales are scary, exciting, humorous, and
oftentimes sad, and they all help to illuminate this fascinating time and place in U.S.
history.
If you’re a true Arizona history buff, there’s no other book like Arizona
Rattlesnake Tales!

The Snakes
The legendary travel writer drives the entire length of the US–Mexico border, then
goes deep into the hinterland, on the back roads of Chiapas and Oaxaca, to uncover
the rich, layered world behind today’s brutal headlines. Paul Theroux has spent his
life crisscrossing the globe in search of the histories and peoples that give life to the
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places they call home. Now, as immigration debates boil around the world, Theroux
has set out to explore a country key to understanding our current discourse: Mexico.
Just south of the Arizona border, in the desert region of Sonora, he finds a place
brimming with vitality, yet visibly marked by both the US Border Patrol to the north
and mounting discord from within. With the same humanizing sensibility he employed
in Deep South, Theroux stops to talk with residents, visits Zapotec mill workers in
the highlands, and attends a Zapatista party meeting, communing with people of all
stripes who remain south of the border even as family members brave the journey
north. From the writer praised for his “curiosity and affection for humanity in all its
forms” (New York Times Book Review), On the Plain of Snakes is an exploration of a
region in conflict.

Paper Towns
An adorable picture book full of sibilant sounds and other word play, Snakes on a
Train is as fun for parents as it is for kids, and sure to be a read-aloud hit. The
conductor takes the tickets as the snakes start crawling on. The tracks are checked,
the whistle blows. It's time to move along. Hissssssssssss goes the sound of the
train.

The Fear Zone 2
A riveting account of the astonishing experiences and discoveries made by linguist
Daniel Everett while he lived with the Pirah , a small tribe of Amazonian Indians in
central Brazil. Daniel Everett arrived among the Pirah with his wife and three
young children hoping to convert the tribe to Christianity. Everett quickly became
obsessed with their language and its cultural and linguistic implications. The Pirah
have no counting system, no fixed terms for color, no concept of war, and no
personal property. Everett was so impressed with their peaceful way of life that he
eventually lost faith in the God he'd hoped to introduce to them, and instead devoted
his life to the science of linguistics. Part passionate memoir, part scientific
exploration, Everett's life-changing tale is riveting look into the nature of language,
thought, and life itself. From the Trade Paperback edition.

The Poisonwood Bible
Special edition slipcase edition of John Green's Paper Towns, with pop-up paper
town. From the bestselling author of The Fault in our Stars. Quentin Jacobsen has
always loved Margo Roth Spiegelman, for Margo (and her adventures) are the stuff
of legend at their high school. So when she one day climbs through his window and
summons him on an all-night road trip of revenge he cannot help but follow. But the
next day Margo doesn't come to school and a week later she is still missing. Q soon
learns that there are clues in her disappearance . . . and they are for him. But as he
gets deeper into the mystery - culminating in another awesome road trip across
America - he becomes less sure of who and what he is looking for. Masterfully
written by John Green, this is a thoughtful, insightful and hilarious coming-of-age
story.

The Explorer
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The many different animals that live in a great kapok tree in the Brazilian rainforest
try to convince a man with an ax of the importance of not cutting down their home.

The Great Eskimo Vocabulary Hoax and Other Irreverent Essays on the
Study of Language
A young girl learns facts about snakes, including their behavior, physical
characteristics, and eating habits, to overcome her trepidation.

The Little Snake
"The Snakes is many things--a parable and an ancient drama where a father's greed
devours his children, a police procedural, an avid take on tabloid venality, and a bitter
comedy, superbly observed. Sadie Jones writes with pitiless aplomb and corrosive
intelligence."--Louise Erdrich A chilling page-turner and impossible to put down, THE
SNAKES is Sadie Jones at her best: breathtakingly powerful, brilliantly incisive, and
utterly devastating. This gripping novel by Sadie Jones tells the tense and violent
story of the Adamsons, a dysfunctional English family, with exceptional wealth,
whose darkest secrets come back to bite them. Set mostly in rural France during
contemporary times, THE SNAKES is an all-consuming read and a devastating
portrait of how money corrupts, and how chance can deal a deadly hand. THE
SNAKES exposes the damage wreaked by parents on children as observed by a new
member of the family, Dan, a mixed-race man from Peckham who marries Bea, the
daughter who refuses to take any of her father's filthy money. But when Bea's
brother Alex (who runs a shabby hotel in Paligny, France) dies suddenly in
unexplained circumstances, the confusion and suspicion which arise bring other dark
family secrets--and violence--to the surface. And none of the family, even the good
members, go untouched.
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