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A Bright Shining Lie
John Podlaski’s encore Vietnam War novel brings back John (‘Polack’) Kowalski, the central
character in ‘Cherries’, and introduces us to Louis (‘LG’) Gladwell, his irrepressible black friend.
Polack and LG are a ‘Salt and Pepper’ team, best buddies and brothers in a way that only
those who have fought side-by-side in a war can ever truly understand. The year is 1970, and
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the story follows the two soldiers - impressionable Detroit teenagers - during their long night in
a Listening Post (‘LP’), some 500 meters beyond the bunker line of the new firebase. Their
assignment as a "human early warning system", is to listen for enemy activity and forewarn the
base of any potential dangers. As they were new to the “Iron Triangle” and its reputation, little
did they know that units before them lost dozens of soldiers in this nightly high-risk task and
referred to those assigned as "bait for the enemy" and "sacrificial lambs". Sitting in the pitch
black tropical jungle - with visibility at less than two feet - John's imagination takes hold
throughout the agonizing night, and at times, transports him back to some of his most vivid
childhood memories - innocent, but equally terrifying at the time. As kids, we instinctively run
as fast as we can to escape imaginary or perceived danger, but as soldiers, men are trained to
conquer their fears and develop the confidence to stand their ground and fight. Running is not
an option. In 'When Can I Stop Running?' the author juxtaposes his nightmarish hours in the
bush with some of his most heart-pounding childhood escapades. Readers will relate to the
humorous childish antics with amusement; military veterans will find themselves relating to
both of the entertaining and compelling recollections.

Hornet 33
Drawing on a wealth of new evidence from all sides, Triumph Forsaken, first published in 2007,
overturns most of the historical orthodoxy on the Vietnam War. Through the analysis of
international perceptions and power, it shows that South Vietnam was a vital interest of the
United States. The book provides many insights into the overthrow of South Vietnamese
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President Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963 and demonstrates that the coup negated the South
Vietnamese government's tremendous, and hitherto unappreciated, military and political gains
between 1954 and 1963. After Diem's assassination, President Lyndon Johnson had at his
disposal several aggressive policy options that could have enabled South Vietnam to continue
the war without a massive US troop infusion, but he ruled out these options because of faulty
assumptions and inadequate intelligence, making such an infusion the only means of saving
the country.

Firebirds
August 1943 and two heavily armed soldiers are within a day's ride of the township of Bourke
in Western New South Wales. For two months they have ridden west looking for their pursuers,
but there is only empty landscape. Soon they must face the enemy: the Japanese who have
invaded Australia.

The Things They Carried
Vietnam Saga is a very personal story of Stan Corvin's often perilous times in the U.S. Army as
a two tour combat helicopter pilot in Vietnam. It's a true-life story of soldiers who fought for
freedom and often for their very lives. Vietnam Saga is also a story about the meaning of life.
Standing back from his war experience, Stan reflects on his ever-present faith and how it
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carried him through this challenging period of his life. Originally written as a legacy to Stan
Corvin's family--something that will be passed down for many generations--Vietnam Saga is
now an opportunity for you to share in this legacy and the personal recollections, memories,
thoughts, fears and shed tears of a decorated and dedicated American soldier.

Guts & Glory: The American Revolution
Presenting a fascinating insider's view of U.S.A.F. special operations, this volume brings to life
the critical contributions these forces have made to the exercise of air & space power.
Focusing in particular on the period between the Korean War & the Indochina wars of
1950-1979, the accounts of numerous missions are profusely illustrated with photos & maps.
Includes a discussion of AF operations in Europe during WWII, as well as profiles of Air
Commandos who performed above & beyond the call of duty. Reflects on the need for financial
& political support for restoration of the forces. Bibliography. Extensive photos & maps. Charts
& tables.

The Brave Ones
Jerry Grayson is an ordinary man who chose an extraordinary career. At age 17 he became
the youngest helicopter pilot to ever serve in the Royal Navy. By age 25 he was the most
decorated peacetime naval pilot in history. For the Navy's Search and Rescue pilots, getting to
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work is both an adventure and an ordeal. Whether rescuing a wounded fighter pilot who has
ditched in the sea, saving desperate survivors from a sinking ship, or picking up a grievously ill
crewman from the deck of a nuclear-armed submarine that is playing a cat-and-mouse game
with the Soviet navy, Jerry Grayson has lived a life of unparalleled excitement and adventure.
His finest hour came during the infamous Fastnet Yacht Race of 1979 in which 25 yachts were
lost. When a catastrophic storm enveloped the competitors he and his crew pushed their
Wessex helicopter to its absolute limits and put their own lives at risk, flying into hurricaneforce winds to winch shipwrecked sailors from heaving tempestuous seas. An investiture at
Buckingham Palace with Her Majesty the Queen was the result. Being a Rescue Pilot is a fastpaced career because there is no choice. Lives are at stake and pilots must move and think
fast. Jerry Grayson's inside view of this heroic service is as inspirational as it is celebratory.
Excitingly told, frequently funny but also very poignant, Jerry's story is not an account of just
one man's deeds, it is a salute to all the men and women he worked with who were able to turn
tragedies into triumphs. Includes a Foreword by HRH The Duke of York, Prince Andrew,
Commodore-in-Chief of the Fleet Air Arm.

The Bush Soldiers
Goodbye, My Darling; Hello, Vietnam!
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Following the end of World War II, France attempted to reassert control over its colonies in
Indochina. In Vietnam, this was resisted by the Viet Minh leading to the First Indochina War. By
1954, the French army was on the defensive and determined to force the Viet Minh into a
decisive set-piece battle at Dien Bien Phu. Over the past five decades, Western authors have
generally followed a standard narrative of the siege of Dien Bien Phu, depicting the Viet Minh
besiegers as a faceless horde which overwhelmed the intrepid garrison by sheer weight of
numbers, superior firepower, and logistics. However, a wealth of new Vietnamese-language
sources tell a very different story, revealing for the first time the true Viet Minh order of battle
and the details of the severe logistical constraints within which the besiegers had to operate.
Using these sources, complemented by interviews with French veterans and research in the
French Army and French Foreign Legion archives, this book, now publishing in paperback,
provides a new telling of the climactic battle in the Indochina War, the conflict that set the stage
for the Vietnam War a decade later.

Apollo's Warriors
The New York Times bestselling author of The Silver Linings Playbook offers a timely novel
featuring his most fascinating character yet, a Vietnam vet embarking on a quixotic crusade to
track down his nemesis from the war. After sixty-eight-year-old David Granger crashes his
BMW, medical tests reveal a brain tumor that he readily attributes to his wartime Agent Orange
exposure. He wakes up from surgery repeating a name no one in his civilian life has ever
heard—that of a Native American soldier whom he was once ordered to discipline. David
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decides to return something precious he long ago stole from the man he now calls Clayton Fire
Bear. It may be the only way to find closure in a world increasingly at odds with the one he
served to protect. It may also help him to finally recover from his wife’s untimely demise. As
David confronts his past to salvage his present, a poignant portrait emerges: that of an
opinionated and good-hearted American patriot fighting like hell to stay true to his red, white,
and blue heart, even as the country he loves rapidly changes in ways he doesn’t always like or
understand. Hanging in the balance are Granger’s distant art-dealing son, Hank; his adoring
seven-year-old granddaughter, Ella; and his best friend, Sue, a Vietnamese American who
respects David’s fearless sincerity. Through the controversial, wrenching, and wildly honest
David Granger, Matthew Quick offers a no-nonsense but ultimately hopeful view of America’s
polarized psyche. By turns irascible and hilarious, insightful and inconvenient, David is a
complex, wounded, honorable, and loving man. The Reason You’re Alive examines how the
secrets and debts we carry from our past define us; it also challenges us to look beyond our
own prejudices and search for the good in us all.

Radio Congo
"19 Minutes to Live" illustrates the incredible courage and determination of helicopter pilots and
crews supporting those heroes that carried a rucksack and a rifle in Vietnam. Over 12,000
helicopters were used in the Vietnam War, which is why it became known as "The Helicopter
War". Almost half of the helicopters, 5,086, were lost. Helicopter pilots and crews accounted for
nearly 10 percent of all the US casualties suffered in Vietnam, with nearly 5,000 killed and an
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untold number of wounded. Lew Jennings flew over 700 Air Cavalry Cobra Gunship Helicopter
missions and received Three Distinguished Flying Crosses for Valor. This memoir describes
first-hand the harrowing experiences of helicopter pilots and crews in combat operations, from
the far South to the DMZ, including the infamous Ashau Valley, Hamburger Hill, LZ Airborne
and others.

Jet Pioneer
This book straps the reader into the cockpit with an attack helicopter pioneer as he recalls
three years of Vietnam combat and a quarter century of flying Army aircraft. He arrived in
Vietnam in 1964 and volunteered to join the worlds first attack helicopter company. The Utility
Tactical Transport Helicopter Company (UTT) had deployed to Vietnam in 1962. It came
equipped with the U.S. Armys brand new UH-1 Huey, a helicopter originally designed as an
aerial ambulance. The crews, not happy with a passive combat role, began experimenting with
ways to strap guns on their aircraft and attack the enemy. Through a deadly process of trial
and error the pilots pushed their machines to the edge. Mistakes were made, crews were lost
and lessons were learned. These lessons evolved into combat tactics and became fondly
known as the 12 Cardinal Rules of Attack Helicopter Combat. Upon joining the unit the author
learned about the rules. He studied them and on his first day in combat, developed his own
13th rule. Over his ensuing three years in Vietnam, the rules, especially the 13th, helped him
survive over one thousand combat missions. This book provides the reader with a cockpit level
view of dozens of those missions and describes several additional near disaster situations
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encountered by the author during over 25 years flying Army Aircraft. The author is successful
in striking a balance between the grim realities of combat and the often humorous aspects of
life among a group of high spirited aviators who fly into the jaws of death daily without a
parachute on their back. He suggests that the 13 rules, although developed during a different
war and at a different time, are applicable to armed helicopter combat operations in the 21st
Century. The book contains about 200 pages and is nicely illustrated with 50 photographs.

Spectre Gunner
Relive six decades of flying helicopters in Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq, Kuwait, and the National
Guard. From the tragic to the ridiculous, it's all here in refreshing candor and lifelike detail in
this gritty and honest memoir-with humility, humor, and gratitude-as he himself is still trying to
figure out how he made it through alive.

Rescue Pilot
This is story of a young kid who became a man while serving two tours as a combat helicopter
pilot in Vietnam. We follow him through flight school, where as a new pilot and husband, he is
learning about being an adult, while also learning to shave. The author was shot down
numerous times and wounded, and had more misadventures than the average pilot. It takes
the readers from a less than idealic childhood, through flight school and into the cockpit of
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Huey gun ships, OH-13 scouts, and the Ch-47 Chinook. Over the jungles of Southeast Asia,
the author earned the Distinguished Flying Cross, two Bronze Stars, the Purple Heart, and
seventeen Air Medals. The author was threatened with Courts Martial on more than one
occasion, and almost thrown out of the Army after one tour in Vietnam, but continued a career
that led to becoming one of the first CW-5's in the military.

Rattler One-Seven
A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it
burst onto the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war,
memory, imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried
depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders,
Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam
to become a father and writer at the age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school
classrooms to graduate seminars in creative writing—it has become required reading for any
American and continues to challenge readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and
peace, courage and fear and longing. The Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix
du Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award.

Chickenhawk
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A U.S. Army helicopter pilot's candid first-hand account of his Vietnam experience to include
photos he took. This non-color book includes a prelude to explain the pilots and their training
as well as a section to help the reader better understand the operating characteristics and
limitations of the helicopters used in the war. The main body of the book is the author's first
hand account of the Vietnam War as he experienced it in the air and on the ground at the
height of US involvement and then again when he returned for a second tour of duty at the
very end of the war. It is a non-political description of what life was really like for him and
others who served in Vietnam. There is no embellishment or any second-hand stories from
anyone else about their experiences in Vietnam. The author describes a first tour in the Central
Highlands supporting an Infantry Division as a pilot in an Assault Helicopter Company flying
the UH-1H (Huey) and later during his first tour as an OH-6A Light Observation Helicopter
(LOH) pilot assigned to an Infantry Brigade. The book includes a description of combat
assaults, the Cambodian Invasion, ground an air tactics, people he met and worked with,
helicopter operations, rescues, combat in the air and on the ground, leadership, unit life and
living at four different locations, everyday camp life and conditions, as well as many vignettes
as to things both good and bad he witnessed during his first tour. The author continues his
book with a history of his second tour around Saigon while assigned to an Air Cavalry Troop
and how much the war and other things had changed from his first tour. Events recounted
include the Air Cavalry Troop mission and life at Bien Hoa, the cease fire and post-cease fire
support missions, moving to Saigon and experiences living there, meeting his former enemy,
the prisoner of war exchange, being shot down after the cease fire began, and being on the
final flight out of combat troops that closed out the war for America. He closes with his overall
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reflections on his wartime service. A must for those who want to know what it was really like to
be there without the hype, politics, or hidden agenda that usually is part of any Vietnam War
story.

Vietnam: a Tale of Two Tours (B/W Version)
Former helicopter pilot Chuck Carlock recounts the constant dangers and threats he faced
during the Vietnam War, including the chance of being cut down by both an elusive enemy or
friendly fire, and evokes the camaraderie of the men who lived on the edge. Reprint.

This is Minuteman
Jet Pioneer: A Fighter Pilot's Memoir is the remarkable story of Major General Carl G.
Schneider's thirty-two year U.S. Air Force career. Beginning in 1946 as a newly enlisted AAF
private, he rose through the ranks to become a two star general--an accomplishment very few
men in American history have ever achieved. This book is a fascinating look into the
unprecedented career of a jet fighter pilot who flew one hundred combat missions in Korea and
served in Vietnam flying combat missions with the VNAF. Filled with personal stories, Jet
Pioneer: A Fighter Pilot's Memoir takes the reader along as the author recounts riveting
combat missions, often humorous accounts of his Air Force career as well as the "gutwrenching moments" of learning close friends were shot down by the enemy and killed or
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captured.

Cherries
Helicopter pilots in Vietnam kidded one another about being nothing but glorified bus drivers.
But these "rotor heads" saved thousands of American lives while performing what the Army
classified as the most dangerous job it had to offer. One in eighteen did not return home. Tom
A. Johnson flew the UH-1 "Iroquois" -- better known as the "Huey" -- in the 229th Assault
Helicopter Battalion of the First Air Cavalry Division. From June 1967 through June 1968, he
accumulated an astonishing 1,600 flying hours (1,150 combat and 450 noncombat). His
battalion was one of the most highly decorated units in the Vietnam War and, as part of the
famous First Air Cavalry Division, helped redefine modern warfare. With tremendous flying
skill, Johnson survived rescue missions and key battles that included those for Hue and Khe
Sanh and operations in the A Shau and Song Re valleys, while many of his comrades did not.
His heartfelt and riveting memoir will strike a chord with any soldier who ever flew in the
ubiquitous Huey and any reader with an interest in how the Vietnam War was really fought.

Without Parachutes
Nicknamed "Mini-Man" for his diminutive stature, a mere five-foot-three and 125 pounds in his
flight boots, chopper pilot Ron Alexander proved to be a giant in the eyes of the men he
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rescued from the jungles and paddies of Vietnam. With an unswerving concern for every
American soldier trapped by enemy fire, and a fearlessness that became legendary, Ron
Alexander earned enough official praise to become the second most decorated helicopter pilot
of the Vietnam era. Yet, for Ron, the real reward came from plucking his fellow soldiers from
harm's way, giving them another chance to get home alive. In Taking Fire, Alexander and
acclaimed military writer Charles Sasser transport you right into the cramped cockpit of a Huey
on patrol, offering a bird's eye view of the Vietnam conflict. Packed with riveting action and
gritty "you-are-there" dialogue, this outstanding book celebrates the everyday heroism of the
chopper pilots of Vietnam.

The Killing Zone: My Life in the Vietnam War
It was 1968 and Robert Hartley was on his first combat mission in Vietnam as copilot of a
helicopter gunship. As he and his platoon leader flew over the A Shau Valley, a Chinook
helicopter engulfed in flames suddenly came into view. Hartley noticed tiny black smoking
objects exiting the tail ramp of the aircraft. Seconds later, he realized those objects were men
escaping the flames and plunging to their deaths. It was in that moment that he silently
wondered, “How the hell did I get here?” Mr. Hartley was still wet behind the ears when he was
tossed into the cauldron of America’s most unpopular war as an attack helicopter gunship pilot.
As he shares a gripping, birds-eye view of battles that took him from the Demilitarized Zone in
the north to the Mekong Delta in the south, Mr. Hartley compellingly details how he learned to
rely on his superior training and equipment to follow through with his mission to kill the enemy
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and save the lives of his fellow soldiers below. Gunship Pilot provides an unforgettable glimpse
into two combat tours of duty in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot soaring high above rice paddies
and jungles attempts to fulfill his duty of protecting America’s warriors on the ground.

US Helicopter Pilot in Vietnam
Rattler One-Seven puts you in the helicopter seat, to see the war in Vietnam through the eyes
of an inexperienced pilot as he transforms himself into a seasoned combat veteran. At the age
of twenty, Chuck Gross spent his 1970?71 tour with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company
flying UH-1 Huey helicopters. He inserted special operations teams into Laos and participated
in Lam Son 719, a misbegotten attempt to assault and cut the Ho Chi Minh Trail, during which
his helicopter was shot down and he was stranded in the field.

Black Ops, Vietnam
Dave Baranek (callsign "Bio") was one of 451 young men to receive his Wings of Gold in 1980
as a naval flight officer. Four years later, seasoned by intense training and deployments in the
tense confrontations of the cold war, he became the only one of that initial group to rise to
become an instructor at the navy's elite Fighter Weapons School. As a Topgun instructor, Bio
was responsible for teaching the best fighter pilots of the Navy and Marine Corps how to be
even better. He schooled them in the classroom and then went head-to-head with them in the
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skies. Then, in August 1985, Bio was assigned to combine his day-to-day flight duties with
participation in a Pentagon-blessed project to film action footage for a major Hollywood movie
focusing on the lives, loves, heartbreaks, and triumphs of young fighter pilots: Top Gun. Bio
soon found himself riding in limousines to attend gala premieres, and being singled out by
giggling teenagers and awed schoolboys who recognized the name "Topgun" on his T-shirts.
The book ends with his reflections on his career as a skilled naval aviator and his enduring
love of flight. The paperback and Kindle editions include more than fifty rare full color
photographs of fighter jets in action.

Pucker Factor 10
In 1970, John Kowalski is one of many young, naive teenage soldiers sent to Vietnam to fight
in an unpopular war. Dubbed “Cherries” by their more seasoned peers, these newbies
suddenly found themselves thrust into the middle of a terrible nightmare - literally forced to
become men overnight. On-the-job-training is intense, however, most of these teenagers were
hardly ready to absorb the harsh mental, emotional, and physical stress of war. When coming
under enemy fire for the first time and witnessing death first-hand, a life changing transition
beginsone that can't be reversed. The author is an excellent story teller, readers testify that
they are right there with the characters, joining them in their quest for survival, sharing the fear,
awe, drama, and sorrow, witnessing bravery and sometimes, even laughing at their humor. It's
a story that is hard to put down. When soldiers return home from war, all are different changed for life. "Cherries" tells it like it is and when finished, readers will better understand
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what these young men had to endure, and why change is imminent.

Low Level Hell
Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time In this
magisterial book, a monument of history and biography that was awarded the National Book
Award and the Pulitzer Prize for nonfiction, renowned journalist Neil Sheehan tells the story of
Lieutenant Colonel John Paul Vann–"the one irreplaceable American in Vietnam"–and of the
tragedy that destroyed that country and the lives of so many Americans. Outspoken and
fearless, John Paul Vann arrived in Vietnam in 1962, full of confidence in America's might and
right to prevail. A Bright Shining Lie reveals the truth about the war in Vietnam as it unfolded
before Vann's eyes: the arrogance and professional corruption of the U.S. military system of
the 1960s, the incompetence and venality of the South Vietnamese army, the nightmare of
death and destruction that began with the arrival of the American forces. Witnessing the
arrogance and self-deception firsthand, Vann put his life and career on the line in an attempt to
convince his superiors that the war should be fought another way. But by the time he died in
1972, Vann had embraced the follies he once decried. He went to his grave believing that the
war had been won. A haunting and critically acclaimed masterpiece, A Bright Shining Lie is a
timeless account of the American experience in Vietnam–a work that is epic in scope, piercing
in detail, and told with the keen understanding of a journalist who was actually there. Neil
Sheehan' s classic serves as a stunning revelation for all who thought they understood the war.
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Semper Cool
How does the US Army mold a video-game generation with its thumbs on the joystick into a
proud fighting force with its fingers on the trigger--and lives on the line--in America's War on
Terror? Michael J. MacLeod, already an accomplished professional photographer and
journalist, decided to find out the hard way: by enlisting in the armed forces at age forty-one.
What he observed and experienced as an embedded reporter and a serving soldier makes for
an unflinching and inspiring portrait of endurance, sacrifice, discipline, and courage. From the
trials of basic training on the home front to the ranks of the legendary 82nd Airborne Division to
taking fire in the hot zones of Iraq and Afghanistan, MacLeod chronicles the soldier's evolution
as only one who's been in those boots can. Candid, wise, and powerful, his memoir takes
readers on an unforgettable journey through war and allows them to witness bravery firsthand.

To the Limit
The true story of the US Army legend who organized “Blackburn’s Headhunters” against Japan
in WWII and went on to initiate Special Forces operations in Vietnam. The fires on Bataan
burned on the evening of April 9, 1942—illuminating the white flags of surrender against the
dark sky. Outnumbered and outgunned, remnants of the American-Philippine army
surrendered to the forces of the Rising Sun. Yet US Army Captain Donald D. Blackburn
refused to lay down his arms. With future Special Forces legend Russell Volckmann,
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Blackburn escaped to the jungles of North Luzon, where they raised a private army of 22,000
men against the Japanese. His organization of native tribes into guerrilla fighters would lead to
the destruction of the enemy’s naval base at Aparri. But Blackburn’s amazing
accomplishments would not end with the victory in the Pacific. He would go on to play a key
role in initiating Army Special Forces operations in Southeast Asia, spearheading Operation
White Star in Laos as commander of the 77th Special Forces Group and eventually taking
command of the highly classified Studies and Observations Group (SOG), charged with
performing secret missions now that main-force Communist incursions were on the rise. In the
wake of the CIA’s disastrous Leaping Lena program, in 1964, Blackburn revitalized the Special
Operations campaign in South Vietnam. Sending reconnaissance teams into Cambodia and
North Vietnam, he discovered the clandestine networks and supply nodes of the Ho Chi Minh
Trail. Taking the information directly to General Westmoreland, Blackburn was authorized to
conduct full-scale operations against the NVA and Viet Cong in Laos and Cambodia. In
combats large and small, the Communists realized they had met a master of insurgent
tactics—and he was on the US side. Following his return to the US, Blackburn was the
architect of the infamous Son Tay Prison Raid, officially termed Operation Ivory Coast, the
largest prisoner-of-war rescue mission—and, indeed, the largest Army Special Forces
operation—of the Vietnam War. During a period when US troops in Southeast Asia faced
guerrilla armies on every side, America had a superb covert commander of its own. This book
follows Blackburn through both his youthful days of desperate combat and his time as a
commander, imparting his lessons to the new ranks of Army Special Forces.
Page 19/30

Access PDF Guts N Gunships What It Was Really Like To Fly Combat
Helicopters In Vietnam
Taking Fire
Brash hustlers, sinister colonels, resilient refugees, and intrepid radio hosts: meet the future of
Congo In this extraordinary debut – called ‘gripping’ by The Times of London – Ben Rawlence
sets out to gather the news from a forgotten town deep in Congo’s ‘silent quarter’ where peace
is finally being built after two decades of civil war and devastation. Ignoring the advice of
locals, reporters, and mercenaries, he travels by foot, bike, and boat, introducing us to Colonel
Ibrahim, a guerrilla turned army officer; Benjamin, the kindly father of the most terrifying Mai
Mai warlord; the cousins Mohammed and Mohammed, young tin traders hoping to make their
fortune; and talk show host Mama Christine, who dispenses counsel and courage in equal
measure. From the ‘blood cheese’ of Goma to the decaying city of Manono, Rawlence
uncovers the real stories of life during the war and finds hope for the future.

Shockwave: An Australian Combat Helicopter Crew in Vietnam
"In 1963there was no way I could have known, sitting in a classroom on that beautiful campus
in Ohio, that by raising my hand I would be going to war in Vietnam and that I would see
things, hear things and do things that most people cannot imagine."--James Joyce. The author
was drawn into the United States Army through ROTC, and went through training to fly
helicopters in combat over Vietnam. His experiences are notable because he flew both Huey
"Slicks" and Huey "Gunships": the former on defense as he flew troops into battle, and the
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latter on offense as he took the battle to the enemy. Through this book, the author relives his
experiences flying and fighting, with special attention given to his and other pilots' day-to-day
lives--such as the smoke bombing of Disneyland, the nickname given to a United States Armysponsored compound for prostitution. Some of the pilots Joyce served with survived the war
and went on to have careers with commercial airlines, and many were killed.

Shadow Commander
This personal account of Terry O'Farrell's career as an SAS soldier vividly captures not only
the military actions of his time in Vietnam, but the human aspects of surviving the intense
selection process and training to dealing with the ever-present fear of combat. The horrors of
long tense stretches on patrol in the jungle and being caught by surprise by the enemy are
recounted. Also included are colorful tales of experiences off the battlefied--the larrakin pranks
during training and the friendships that form between soldiers.

The Reason You're Alive
“The best damned book from the point of view of the infantrymen who fought there.”—Army
Times Among the best books ever written about men in combat, The Killing Zone tells the story
of the platoon of Delta One-six, capturing what it meant to face lethal danger, to follow orders,
and to search for the conviction and then the hope that this war was worth the sacrifice. The
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book includes a new chapter on what happened to the platoon members when they came
home.

Triumph Forsaken
Now available in paperback, this fourth book in the action-packed Guts & Glory series takes
readers through the exciting and fascinating history of the American Revolution. Perfect for
history buffs, reluctant readers, and fans of Hamilton! From George Washington crossing the
icy Delaware, to Molly Pitcher fearlessly firing her cannon, the people of the American
Revolution were some of the bravest and most inspiring of all time. Jump into a riot in the
streets of Boston, join the Culper Spy Ring as they steal secrets in the dead of night, and
watch the signing of the Declaration of Independence in this accessible, illustrated guide to the
birth of the United States. History buff and popular blogger Ben Thompson's extensive
research and irresistible storytelling make history come alive in this fourth book in the
unforgettable Guts & Glory series.

Swift Boats at War in Vietnam
A true, bestselling story from the battlefield that faithfully portrays the horror, the madness, and
the trauma of the Vietnam War More than half a million copies of Chickenhawk have been sold
since it was first published in 1983. Now with a new afterword by the author and photographs
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taken by him during the conflict, this straight-from-the-shoulder account tells the electrifying
truth about the helicopter war in Vietnam. This is Robert Mason’s astounding personal story of
men at war. A veteran of more than one thousand combat missions, Mason gives staggering
descriptions that cut to the heart of the combat experience: the fear and belligerence, the quiet
insights and raging madness, the lasting friendships and sudden death—the extreme emotions
of a "chickenhawk" in constant danger. "Very simply the best book so far about Vietnam." -St.
Louis Post-Dispatch

Valley of the Shadow
The aeroscouts of the 1st Infantry Division had three words emblazoned on their unit patch:
Low Level Hell. It was then and continues today as the perfect concise definition of what these
intrepid aviators experienced as they ranged the skies of Vietnam from the Cambodian border
to the Iron Triangle. The Outcasts, as they were known, flew low and slow, aerial eyes of the
division in search of the enemy. Too often for longevity’s sake they found the Viet Cong and
the fight was on. These young pilots (19-22 years old) “invented” the book as they went along.
Praise for Low Level Hell “An absolutely splendid and engrossing book. The most compelling
part is the accounts of his many air-to-ground engagements. There were moments when I
literally held my breath.”—Dr. Charles H. Cureton, Chief Historian, U.S. Army Training and
Doctrine (TRADOC) Command “Low Level Hell is the best ‘bird’s eye view’ of the helicopter
war in Vietnam in print today. No volume better describes the feelings from the cockpit. Mills
has captured the realities of a select group of aviators who shot craps with death on every
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mission.”—R.S. Maxham, Director, U.S. Army Aviation Museum

Gunship Pilot
During the Vietnam War, the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam Studies and Observations
Group (MACVSOG) was a highly-classified, U.S. joint-service organization that consisted of
personnel from Army Special Forces, the Air Force, Navy SEALs, Marine Corps Force
Reconnaissance units, and the CIA. This secret organization was committed to action in
Southeast Asia even before the major build-up of U.S. forces in 1965 and also fielded a
division-sized element of South Vietnamese military personnel, indigenous Montagnards,
ethnic Chinese Nungs, and Taiwanese pilots in its varied reconnaissance, naval, air, and agent
operations. MACVSOG was without doubt the most unique U.S. unit to participate in the
Vietnam War, since its operational mandate authorized its missions to take place “over the
fence” in North Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, where most other American units were
forbidden to go. During its nine-year existence it managed to participate in most of the
significant operations and incidents of the conflict. MACVSOG was there during the Gulf of
Tonkin incidents, during air operations over North Vietnam, the Tet Offensive, the secret
bombing of and ground incursion into Cambodia, Operation Lam Son 719, the Green Beret
murder case, the Easter Invasion, the Phoenix Program, and the Son Tay POW Raid. The
story of this extraordinary unit has never before been told in full and comes as a timely
blueprint for combined-arms, multi-national unconventional warfare in the post-9/11 age. Unlike
previous works on the subject, Black Ops, Vietnam is a complete chronological history of the
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unit drawn from declassified documents, memoirs, and previous works on the subject, which
tended to focus only on particular aspects of the unit’s operations.

Behind Enemy Lines
When Can I Stop Running?
You-are-there stories of ambushes and patrols on the Mekong in the Vietnam War Developed
specifically for the Vietnam War (and made famous by the 2004 presidential campaign), Swift
Boats were versatile craft “big enough to outrun anything they couldn’t outfight” but too small to
handle even a moderate ocean chop, too loud to sneak up on anyone, and too flimsy to
withstand the mildest of rocket attacks. This made more difficult an already tough mission:
navigating coastal waters for ships and sampans smuggling contraband to the Viet Cong,
disrupting enemy supply lines on the rivers and canals of the Mekong Delta, and inserting
SEALs behind enemy lines. The stories in this book cover the Swift Boats’ early years, which
saw search-and-inspect operations in Vietnam’s coastal waters, and their later years, when the
Swift Boats’ mission shifted to the Mekong Delta’s labyrinth of 3,000 miles of rivers, streams,
and canals. This is an intimate, exciting oral history of Swift Boats at war in Vietnam.

The Dying Place
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The helicopter changed war forever. This book examines the range of duties helicopter pilots
carried out in Vietnam, from air-lift, med-evac and fire-support to landing in high volume
crossfires in 'Hot LZs'. Protected by little more than an armoured seat, operating in terrible
conditions and flying long hours these brave men led hard, dangerous lives, and casualties
were high. Following these pilots from initial deployment through to the deadly thrill of combat
in a war zone, Vietnam veteran Gordon L Rottman's book is a crucial examination of the pilots
who fought so valiantly for their country. Often unmoved by the politics of the war, conflicts at
home and other social issues, the Vietnam helicopter pilots just wanted to fly. As the saying
went 'who needs drugs, I'm already high'.

Topgun Days
This is the true story of Master Sergeant David M. Burns, an aerial gunner assigned to the
deadliest squadron in air force history. Aboard the AC-130 Spectre gunship, he flew a total of
287 combat missions over Laos, South Vietnam, and Cambodia, in pursuit of the truck traffic
coming down the Ho Chi Minh Trail. His squadron destroyed more than fifteen thousand trucks
loaded with war munitions destined for South Vietnam and Cambodia. Despite heavy and
constant anti-aircraft and missile fire, the loss of six aircraft and the lives of fifty-two men, the
crew never wavered in its dedication to the mission. Master Sergeant Burns has a
distinguished military career that began in 1951 at the age of fifteen. He served one tour of
duty in Phan Rang, South Vietnam, in 1967, and four tours of duty in the 16th Special
Operations Squadron in Southeast Asia as an aerial gunner, lead gunner, and instructor
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gunner. He served in both the United States Navy and Air Force, earning three Distinguished
Flying Crosses for heroism, twenty-seven Air Medals, as well as a Bronze Star, Purple Heart,
Presidential Unit Citation, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with
Palm, Vietnam Service Medal with nine battle stars, and other decorations from the Korean
War. He was wounded twice and is credited with saving the lives of fourteen crewmembers.
This is his story.

Vietnam Saga
This moving account of a soldier's life during the "secret war" has enough battles and bullets to
entertain the action enthusiast but also deals with larger issues of religion, morality and war, in
a new way. A complex and thought-provoking book. The author, once a One-Zero for RT
Louisiana during the Vietnam War, has included many of his real life experiences as the basis
for this book.

19 Minutes to Live - Helicopter Combat in Vietnam
Combat helicopter pilots in the Vietnam War flew each mission facing the possibility of
imminent death. Begun as a series of attempted letters to the Department of Veterans Affairs,
this compelling memoir of an aircraft commander in the 116th Assault Helicopter
Company—“The Hornets”—relates his experience of the war in frank detail. From supporting
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the 25th Infantry Division’s invasion of Cambodia, to flying the lead aircraft in the 101st
Airmobile Division’s pivotal Operation Lam Son 719 invasion of Laos to cut the Ho Chi Minh
Trail at LZ Hope, the author recounts the traumatic events of his service from March 1970 to
March 1971.
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