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One Last Spin
COSTA BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNER “The hidden gem of the year . . . Sensational
and gripping, and shedding light on some of the most urgent issues of our time, this was our unanimous
winner.” —Judges of the 2018 Costa Award The extraordinary true story of a young Jewish girl in
Holland during World War II, who hides from the Nazis in the homes of an underground network of
foster families, one of them the author's grandparents Bart van Es left Holland for England many years
ago, but one story from his Dutch childhood never left him. It was a mystery of sorts: a young Jewish girl
named Lientje had been taken in during the war by relatives and hidden from the Nazis, handed over by
her parents, who understood the danger they were in all too well. The girl had been raised by her foster
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family as one of their own, but then, well after the war, there was a falling out, and they were no longer
in touch. What was the girl's side of the story, Bart wondered? What really happened during the war,
and after? So began an investigation that would consume Bart van Es's life, and change it. After some
sleuthing, he learned that Lientje was now in her 80s and living in Amsterdam. Somewhat reluctantly,
she agreed to meet him, and eventually they struck up a remarkable friendship, even a partnership. The
Cut Out Girl braids together a powerful recreation of that intensely harrowing childhood story of
Lientje's with the present-day account of Bart's efforts to piece that story together, including bringing
some old ghosts back into the light. It is a story rich with contradictions. There is great bravery and
generosity--first Lientje's parents, giving up their beloved daughter, and then the Dutch families who
face great danger from the Nazi occupation for taking Lientje and other Jewish children in. And there
are more mundane sacrifices a family under brutal occupation must make to provide for even the family
they already have. But tidy Holland also must face a darker truth, namely that it was more cooperative
in rounding up its Jews for the Nazis than any other Western European country; that is part of Lientje's
story too. Her time in hiding was made much more terrifying by the energetic efforts of the local Dutch
authorities, zealous accomplices in the mission of sending every Jew, man, woman and child, East to
their extermination. And Lientje was not always particularly well treated, and sometimes, Bart learned,
she was very badly treated indeed. The Cut Out Girl is an astonishment, a deeply moving reckoning
with a young girl's struggle for survival during war, a story about the powerful love of foster families but
also the powerful challenges, and about the ways our most painful experiences define us but also can be
redefined, on a more honest level, even many years after the fact. A triumph of subtlety, decency and
unflinching observation, The Cut Out Girl is a triumphant marriage of many keys of writing, ultimately
blending them into an extraordinary new harmony, and a deeper truth.
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A Year Without a Name
Julie Rehmeyer felt like she was going to the desert to die. Julie fully expected to be breathing at the end
of the trip—but driving into Death Valley felt like giving up, surrendering. She’d spent years battling a
mysterious illness so extreme that she often couldn’t turn over in her bed. The top specialists in the
world were powerless to help, and research on her disease, chronic fatigue syndrome, was at a near
standstill. Having exhausted the plausible ideas, Julie turned to an implausible one. Going against both
her instincts and her training as a science journalist and mathematician, she followed the advice of
strangers she’d met on the Internet. Their theory—that mold in her home and possessions was making
her sick—struck her as wacky pseudoscience. But they had recovered from chronic fatigue syndrome as
severe as hers. To test the theory that toxic mold was making her sick, Julie drove into the desert alone,
leaving behind everything she owned. She wasn’t even certain she was well enough to take care of
herself once she was there. She felt stripped not only of the life she’d known, but any future she could
imagine. With only her scientific savvy, investigative journalism skills, and dog, Frances, to rely on, Julie
carved out her own path to wellness—and uncovered how shocking scientific neglect and misconduct
had forced her and millions of others to go it alone. In stunning prose, she describes how her illness
transformed her understanding of science, medicine, and spirituality. Through the Shadowlands brings
scientific authority to a misunderstood disease and spins an incredible and compelling story of tenacity,
resourcefulness, acceptance, and love.

Priestdaddy
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*Shortlisted for the 2019 Man Booker International Prize* Co-winner of the 2018 French-American
Foundation Translation Prize in Nonfiction Winner of the 2017 Marguerite Yourcenar Prize for her
entire body of work Winner of the 2016 Strega European Prize Considered by many to be the iconic
French memoirist's defining work, The Years was a breakout bestseller when published in France in
2008, and is considered in French Studies departments in the US as a contemporary classic. The Years is
a personal narrative of the period 1941 to 2006 told through the lens of memory, impressions past and
present—even projections into the future—photos, books, songs, radio, television and decades of
advertising, headlines, contrasted with intimate conflicts and writing notes from six decades of diaries.
Local dialect, words of the times, slogans, brands and names for the ever-proliferating objects, are given
voice here. The voice we recognize as the author's continually dissolves and re-emerges. Ernaux makes
the passage of time palpable. Time itself, inexorable, narrates its own course, consigning all other
narrators to anonymity. A new kind of autobiography emerges, at once subjective and impersonal,
private and collective. On its 2008 publication in France, The Years came as a surprise. Though Ernaux
had for years been hailed as a beloved, bestselling and award-winning author, The Years was in many
ways a departure: both an intimate memoir "written" by entire generations, and a story of generations
telling a very personal story. Like the generation before hers, the narrator eschews the "I" for the "we"
(or "they", or "one") as if collective life were inextricably intertwined with a private life that in her
parents' generation ceased to exist. She writes of her parents' generation (and could be writing of her
own book): "From a common fund of hunger and fear, everything was told in the "we" and impersonal
pronouns."

The Wrong End of the Table
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NEW STATESMAN AND OBSERVER BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2017 'Destined to be a classic . . .
this year's must-read memoir' Mary Karr, author of The Liars' Club 'Irrepressible . . . joyous, funny and
filthy . . . Lockwood blows the roof off every paragraph' Joe Dunthorne, author of Submarine The
childhood of Patricia Lockwood, the poet dubbed' The Smutty-Metaphor Queen of Lawrence, Kansas'
by The New York Times, was unusual in many respects. There was the location: an impoverished,
nuclear waste-riddled area of the American Midwest. There was her mother, a woman who speaks
almost entirely in strange riddles and warnings of impending danger. Above all, there was her guntoting, guitar-riffing, frequently semi-naked father, who underwent a religious conversion on a
submarine and found a loophole which saw him approved for the Catholic priesthood by the future
Pope Benedict XVI, despite already having a wife and children. When an unexpected crisis forces
Lockwood and her husband to move back into her parents' rectory, she must learn to live again with the
family's simmering madness, and to reckon with the dark side of her religious upbringing. Pivoting from
the raunchy to the sublime, from the comic to the serious, Priestdaddy is an unforgettable story of how
we balance tradition against hard-won identity - and of how, having journeyed in the underworld, we
can emerge with our levity and our sense of justice intact. 'Beautiful, funny and poignant. I wish I'd
written this book' Jenny Lawson, author of Furiously Happy 'A revelatory debut . . . Lockwood's prose is
nothing short of ecstatic . . . her portrait of her epically eccentric family is funny, warm, and stuffed to
bursting with emotional insight' Joss Whedon 'Praise God, this is why books were invented' Emily Berry,
author of Dear Boy and Stranger, Baby

Memories of a Catholic Girlhood
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The oldest daughter of revered composer Leonard Bernstein offers a rare look at her father on the
centenary of his birth—illuminating a man, a city, and an era that defined modern culture—in a deeply
intimate and broadly evocative memoir reminiscent of Alexandra Styron’s Reading My Father and
Richard Ford’s Between Them. The composer of On the Town and West Side Story, chief conductor
of the New York Philharmonic, television star, humanitarian, friend of the powerful and influential, and
inveterate partygoer Leonard Bernstein was a massive celebrity during one of the headiest periods of
American cultural life, and perhaps the most talented musician in American history. To his eldest
daughter, Jamie, he was all that and more; he was the man in the scratchy brown bathrobe that smelled
of cigarettes, who sat late at night at the piano when he couldn’t sleep (he could never sleep). An
incredible jokester, an incessant teacher, he taught her to love the world in all its beauty and complexity.
In public and private, Lenny was larger than life. In Famous Father Girl, Bernstein mines the emotional
depths of her childhood and invites us into her family’s private world. A fantastic set of characters
populate the Bernsteins’ lives, including: the Kennedys, Mike Nichols, John Lennon, Richard Avedon,
Stephen Sondheim, Jerome Robbins, and Betty (Lauren) Bacall. An intoxicating tale, Famous Father
Girl is an intimate meditation on a deeply complex and sometimes troubled man and the beautiful music
that was the soundtrack to his life. Deeply moving and often hilarious, Bernstein’s beautifully written
memoir is great American story about one of the greatest Americans of the modern age.

Small Fry
From the star of Broadway's The Book of Mormon and HBO's Girls, the heartfelt and hilarious comingof-age memoir of a Midwestern boy surviving bad auditions, bad relationships, and some really bad
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highlights as he chases his dreams in New York City With a new afterword * "Candid, funny, crisp . . .
honest and tender about lessons of the heart."--Vogue When Andrew Rannells left Nebraska for New
York City in 1997, he, like many young hopefuls, saw the city as a chance to break free. To start over.
To transform the fiercely ambitious but sexually confused teenager he saw in the mirror into the
Broadway leading man of his dreams. In Too Much Is Not Enough, Rannells takes us on the journey of
a twentysomething hungry to experience everything New York has to offer: new friends, wild nights,
great art, standing ovations. At the heart of his hunger lies a powerful drive to reconcile the boy he was
when he left Omaha with the man he desperately wants to be. As Rannells fumbles his way towards the
Great White Way, he also shares the drama of failed auditions and behind-the-curtain romances, the
heartbreak of losing his father at the height of his struggle, and the exhilaration of making his Broadway
debut in Hairspray at the age of twenty-six. Along the way, he learns that you never really leave your
past--or your family--behind; that the most painful, and perversely motivating, jobs are the ones you
almost get; and that sometimes the most memorable nights with friends are marked not by the trendy
club you danced at but by the recap over diner food afterward. Honest and hilarious, Too Much Is Not
Enough is an unforgettable look at love, loss, and the powerful forces that determine who we become.

The Clay Girl
Haunting, lyrical, unforgettable, Girl in the Dark is a brave new memoir of a life without light. Anna
Lyndsey was young and ambitious and worked hard; she had just bought an apartment; she was falling
in love. Then what started as a mild intolerance to certain kinds of artificial light developed into a severe
sensitivity to all light. Now, at the worst times, Anna is forced to spend months on end in a blacked-out
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room, where she loses herself in audiobooks and elaborate word games in an attempt to ward off despair.
During periods of relative remission, she can venture out cautiously at dawn and dusk into a world that,
from the perspective of her cloistered existence, is filled with remarkable beauty. And through it all there
is Pete, her love and her rock, without whom her loneliness seems boundless. One day Anna had an
ordinary life, and then the unthinkable happened. But even impossible lives, she learns, endure. Girl in
the Dark is a tale of an unimaginable fate that becomes a transcendent love story. It brings us to an
extraordinary place from which we emerge to see the light and the world anew.

The Last Visit
Bestselling author Lorna Sage delivers the tragicomic memoirof her escape from a claustrophobic
childhood in post-WWII Britain—and thestory of the weddings and relationships that defined three
generations of herfamily—in Bad Blood, an internationalbestseller and the winner of the coveted
Whitbread Biography Award. Readers ofbooks like Angela’s Ashes and The Liar’s Club as well as
fans ofSage’s own lucid and penetrating writing will be captivated by the book thatthe New York
Times Book Review said“fills us with wonder and gratitude. . . . Few literary critics have everwritten
anything so memorable.”

Gay Bar
An intimate trip through queer history. "An absolute tour de force."
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and dark rooms; throbbing house and drag queens on counters; first kisses, last call: the gay bar has long
been a place of solidarity and sexual expression—whatever your scene, whoever you’re seeking. But in
urban centers around the world, they are closing, a cultural demolition that has Jeremy Atherton Lin
wondering: What was the gay bar? How have they shaped him? And could this spell the end of gay
identity as we know it? In Gay Bar, the author embarks upon a transatlantic tour of the hangouts that
marked his life, with each club, pub, and dive revealing itself to be a palimpsest of queer history. In prose
as exuberant as a hit of poppers and dazzling as a disco ball, he time-travels from Hollywood nights in
the 1970s to a warren of cruising tunnels built beneath London in the 1770s; from chichi bars in the
aftermath of AIDS to today’s fluid queer spaces; through glory holes, into Crisco-slicked dungeons and
down San Francisco alleys. He charts police raids and riots, posing and passing out—and a chance
encounter one restless night that would change his life forever. The journey that emerges is a stylish and
nuanced inquiry into the connection between place and identity—a tale of liberation, but one that
invites us to go beyond the simplified Stonewall mythology and enter lesser-known battlefields in the
struggle to carve out a territory. Elegiac, randy, and sparkling with wry wit, Gay Bar is at once a serious
critical inquiry, a love story and an epic night out to remember.

The Spiral Staircase
Boston Globe's 25 Books We Can't Wait to Read in 2018 Buzzfeed's 33 Most Exciting New Books
Bustle’s 28 Most Anticipated Nonfiction Books of 2018 list Nylon’s 50 Books We Can’t Wait to
Read in 2018 Electric Literature’s 46 Books to Read By Women of Color in 2018 Huffington Post’s
60 Books We Can’t Wait to Read in 2018 Bitch’s 30 Most Anticipated Nonfiction Books of 2018
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The Rumpus’s What to Read When 2018 is Just Around the Corner Vol.1 Brooklyn’s 23 for 2018: A
Literary Preview for the Year to Come The Millions Most Anticipated 2018 List Auto Straddle Most
Anticipated 2018 Preview The Coil's Books We Can't Wait to Read in 2018 A powerful, beautifully
rendered memoir of chronic illness, misdiagnosis, addiction, and the myth of full recovery. For as long as
author Porochista Khakpour can remember, she has been sick. For most of that time, she didn't know
why. Several drug addictions, some major hospitalizations, and over $100,000 later, she finally had a
diagnosis: late-stage Lyme disease. Sick is Khakpour's grueling, emotional journey—as a woman, an
Iranian-American, a writer, and a lifelong sufferer of undiagnosed health problems—in which she
examines her subsequent struggles with mental illness and her addiction to doctor prescribed
benzodiazepines, that both aided and eroded her ever-deteriorating physical health. Divided by settings,
Khakpour guides the reader through her illness by way of the locations that changed her course—New
York, LA, Santa Fe, and a college town in Germany—as she meditates on the physiological and
psychological impacts of uncertainty, and the eventual challenge of accepting the diagnosis she had
searched for over the course of her adult life. A story of survival, pain, and transformation, Sick candidly
examines the colossal impact of illness on one woman's life by not just highlighting the failures of a
broken medical system but by also boldly challenging our concept of illness narratives.

Famous Father Girl
FEATURING A BRAND NEW STORY “What’s special about ‘Cat Person,’ and the rest of the
stories in You Know You Want This, is the author’s expert control of language, character, story—her
ability to write stories that feel told, and yet so unpretentious and accessible that we think they must be
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true.” —The New York Times Book Review “Kristen Roupenian isn’t just an uncannily great
writer, she also knows things about the human psyche—things that I always supposed I would learn at
some point, but never did…The world has made a lot more sense since reading this book.” —Miranda
July, New York Times bestselling author “If you think you know what this collection will be like,
you’re wrong. These stories are sharp and perverse, dark and bizarre, unrelenting and utterly bananas.
I love them so, so much.” —Carmen Maria Machado, National Book Award Finalist and author of
Her Body and Other Parties A compulsively readable collection of short stories that explore the
complex—and often darkly funny—connections between gender, sex, and power across genres.
Previously published as You Know You Want This, “Cat Person” and Other Stories brilliantly
explores the ways in which women are horrifying as much as it captures the horrors that are done to
them. Among its pages are a couple who becomes obsessed with their friend hearing them have sex, then
seeing them have sex…until they can’t have sex without him; a ten-year-old whose birthday party
takes a sinister turn when she wishes for “something mean”; a woman who finds a book of spells half
hidden at the library and summons her heart’s desire: a nameless, naked man; and a self-proclaimed
“biter” who dreams of sneaking up behind and sinking her teeth into a green-eyed, long-haired, pinkcheeked coworker. Spanning a range of genres and topics—from the mundane to the murderous and
supernatural—these are stories about sex and punishment, guilt and anger, the pleasure and terror of
inflicting and experiencing pain. These stories fascinate and repel, revolt and arouse, scare and delight in
equal measure. And, as a collection, they point a finger at you, daring you to feel uncomfortable—or
worse, understood—as if to say, “You want this, right? You know you want this.”

Balloon Pop Outlaw Black
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Poetry. All wide awake in a state of delirium, Darcie Dennigan's MADAME X stands at the intersection
of the surreal and the historical, an ill communication of the anxieties and ecstasies of the 21st century.

Country Girl
Soon to be an HBO Max series starring Ray Romano and Cristin Milioti From one of our most exciting
and provocative young writers, a poignant, riotously funny story of how far some will go for love—and
how far some will go to escape it. Hazel has just moved into a trailer park of senior citizens, with her
father and Diane—his extremely lifelike sex doll—as her roommates. Life with Hazel’s father is
strained at best, but her only alternative seems even bleaker. She’s just run out on her marriage to
Byron Gogol, CEO and founder of Gogol Industries, a monolithic corporation hell-bent on making its
products and technologies indispensable in daily life. For over a decade, Hazel put up with being
veritably quarantined by Byron in the family compound, her every movement and vital sign tracked. But
when he demands to wirelessly connect the two of them via brain chips in a first-ever human “mindmeld,” Hazel decides what was once merely irritating has become unbearable. The world she escapes
into is a far cry from the dry and clinical bubble she’s been living in, a world populated with a whole
host of deviant oddballs. As Hazel tries to carve out a new life for herself in this uncharted territory,
Byron is using the most sophisticated tools at his disposal to find her and bring her home. His threats
become more and more sinister, and Hazel is forced to take drastic measures in order to find a home of
her own and free herself from Byron’s virtual clutches once and for all. Perceptive and compulsively
readable, Made for Love is at once an absurd, raunchy comedy and a dazzling, profound meditation
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marriage, monogamy, and family.

The Years
Set in the 1980s against the backdrop of a swiftly gentrifying Manhattan, The Lost Language of Cranes
tells the story of twenty-five-year-old Philip Benjamin, who realizes he must come out to his parents after
falling in love for the first time with a man. Philip's parents are facing their own problems: pressure from
developers and the loss of their longtime home. But the real threat to the family is Philip's father's own
struggle with his suppressed homosexuality, realized only in Sunday afternoon visits to gay porn theaters.
Philip's revelation to his parents leads his father to a point of crisis and provokes changes that forever
alter the landscape of the family's lives.

You Don't Have to Say You Love Me
From "an extraordinary new voice," a "passionate and clear-eyed and unputdownable" meditation on
queerness, family, and desire. (Mary Karr) For as long as they can remember, Cyrus Grace Dunham felt
like a visitor in their own body. Their life was a series of imitations--lovable little girl, daughter, sister,
young gay woman--until their profound sense of alienation became intolerable. Moving between Grace
and Cyrus, Dunham brings us inside the chrysalis of gender transition, asking us to bear witness to an
uncertain and exhilarating process that troubles our most basic assumptions about who we are and how
we are constituted. Written with disarming emotional intensity in a voice uniquely theirs, A Year
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Without a Name is a potent, thrillingly unresolved queer coming of age story. Named one of Fall 2019's
Most Anticipated Books by:TimeNYLONVogueELLEBuzzfeed BustleO MagazineHarper's Bazaar

Would Everybody Please Stop?
Offered a summer trip to Europe to study history's most famous artists, seventeen-year-old Nora is
required to create a unique painting at each stop, but clashes with her mom who fears her daughter's
optimism may prompt an insecure future.

The Bright Hour
A Vogue Best Book of the Year "What Ferrante did for female friends--exploring the tumult and
complexity their relationships could hold--Spiegelman sets out to do for mothers and daughters. She's
essentially written My Brilliant Mom." --Slate A memoir of mothers and daughters--and mothers as
daughters--traced through four generations, from Paris to New York and back again. For a long time,
Nadja Spiegelman believed her mother was a fairy. More than her famous father, Maus creator Art
Spiegelman, and even more than most mothers, hers--French-born New Yorker art director Fran oise
Mouly--exerted a force over reality that was both dazzling and daunting. As Nadja's body changed and
"began to whisper to the adults around me in a language I did not understand," their relationship grew
tense. Unwittingly, they were replaying a drama from her mother's past, a drama Nadja sensed but had
never been told. Then, after college, her mother suddenly opened up to her. Fran oise recounted her
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turbulent adolescence caught between a volatile mother and a playboy father, one of the first plastic
surgeons in France. The weight of the difficult stories she told her daughter shifted the balance between
them. It had taken an ocean to allow Fran oise the distance to become her own person. At about the
same age, Nadja made the journey in reverse, moving to Paris determined to get to know the woman her
mother had fled. Her grandmother's memories contradicted her mother's at nearly every turn, but
beneath them lay a difficult history of her own. Nadja emerged with a deeper understanding of how each
generation reshapes the past in order to forge ahead, their narratives both weapon and defense, eternally
in conflict. Every reader will recognize herself and her family in I'm Supposed to Protect You From All
This, a gorgeous and heartbreaking memoir that helps us to see why sometimes those who love us best
hurt us most.

Sick
"Built on her wildly popular Modern Love column, 'When a Couch is More Than a Couch'
(9/23/2016), a breathtaking memoir of living meaningfully with 'death in the room' by the 38 year old
great-great-great granddaughter of Ralph Waldo Emerson, mother to two young boys, wife of 16 years,
after her terminal cancer diagnosis"--

Bad Blood
In Chad Abushanab's debut poetry collection, The Last Visit, he carefully and compassionately explores
Page 15/33

Access PDF Priestdaddy A Memoir
a family broken by alcoholism and abuse. These poems trace the trajectory of an adolescent living with a
violent father struggling with addiction, and recount both the abused child's perspective and his attempts
to reckon with his past as he reaches adulthood, chronicling his own struggles with substance abuse and
the reverberations of trauma in his life. Amid the violence and hurt, Abushanab's verse renders moments
of compassion--even the least sympathetic figures are shown to be grappling with their flaws, and the
narrator struggles to find compassion and move beyond the memories and habits that haunt him. These
well-crafted poems explore how the past shapes us and how difficult it can be to leave behind.

Cobble Hill
Finalist for the Thurber Prize for American Humor "One of the funniest writers in America." That’s
what The New Yorker’s Andy Borowitz calls Jenny Allen—and with good reason. In her debut essay
collection, the longtime humorist and performer declares no subject too sacred, no boundary impassable.
With her eagle eye for the absurd and hilarious, Allen reports from the potholes midway through life’s
journey. One moment she’s flirting shamelessly—and unsuccessfully—with a younger man at a
wedding; the next she’s stumbling upon X-rated images on her daughter’s computer. She ponders
the connection between her ex-husband’s questions about the location of their silverware, and the
divorce that came a year later. While undergoing chemotherapy, she experiments with being a “wig
person.” And she considers those perplexing questions that we never pause to ask: Why do people say
“It is what it is”? What’s the point of fat-free half-and-half ? And haven’t we heard enough about
memes? Jenny Allen’s musings range fluidly from the personal to the philosophical. She writes with the
familiarity of someone telling a dinner party anecdote, forgoing decorum for candor and comedy. To
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read Would Everybody Please Stop? is to experience life with imaginative and incisive humor.

Priestdaddy
"From a writer acclaimed for her wildly original voice, a vivid, heartbreakingly funny memoir about
having a married Catholic priest for a father." --book jacket.

The Emperor of Ice-cream
"I really admire and love this book. Patricia Lockwood is a completely singular talent and this is her best,
funniest, weirdest, most affecting work yet." --Sally Rooney "A furiously original novel." --Jia Tolentino
From "a formidably gifted writer" (The New York Times Book Review), a book that asks: Is there life
after the internet? As this urgent, genre-defying book opens, a woman who has recently been elevated to
prominence for her social media posts travels around the world to meet her adoring fans. She is
overwhelmed by navigating the new language and etiquette of what she terms "the portal," where she
grapples with an unshakable conviction that a vast chorus of voices is now dictating her thoughts. When
existential threats--from climate change and economic precariousness to the rise of an unnamed dictator
and an epidemic of loneliness--begin to loom, she posts her way deeper into the portal's void. An
avalanche of images, details, and references accumulate to form a landscape that is post-sense, postirony, post-everything. "Are we in hell?" the people of the portal ask themselves. "Are we all just going to
keep doing this until we die?" Suddenly, two texts from her mother pierce the fray: "Something has gone
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wrong," and "How soon can you get here?" As real life and its stakes collide with the increasingly absurd
antics of the portal, the woman confronts a world that seems to contain both an abundance of proof that
there is goodness, empathy, and justice in the universe, and a deluge of evidence to the contrary.
Fragmentary and omniscient, incisive and sincere, No One Is Talking About This is at once a love letter
to the endless scroll and a profound, modern meditation on love, language, and human connection from
a singular voice in American literature.

"Cat Person" and Other Stories
This inspiring memoir by the Muslim American Gold Star father and captivating DNC speaker is the
story of one family’s pursuit of the American dream. NAMED ONE OF THE FIVE BEST
MEMOIRS OF THE YEAR BY THE WASHINGTON POST “Moving . . . a story about family and
faith, told with a poet’s sensibility . . . Khizr Khan’s book can teach all of us what real American
patriotism looks like.” —The New York Times Book Review In fewer than three hundred words, Khizr
Khan electrified viewers around the world when he took the stage at the 2016 Democratic National
Convention. And when he offered to lend Donald Trump his own much-read and dog-eared pocket
Constitution, his gesture perfectly encapsulated the feelings of millions. But who was that man, standing
beside his wife, extolling the promises and virtues of the U.S. Constitution? In this urgent and timeless
immigrant story, we learn that Khizr Khan has been many things. He was the oldest of ten children
born to farmers in Pakistan, and a curious and thoughtful boy who listened rapt as his grandfather
recited Rumi beneath the moonlight. He was a university student who read the Declaration of
Independence and was awestruck by what might be possible in life. He was a hopeful suitor, awkwardly
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but earnestly trying to win the heart of a woman far out of his league. He was a brilliant and diligent
young family man who worked two jobs to save enough money to put himself through Harvard Law
School. He was a loving father who, having instilled in his children the ideals that brought him and his
wife to America—the sense of shared dignity and mutual responsibility—tragically lost his son, an Army
captain killed while protecting his base camp in Iraq. He was and is a patriot, and a fierce advocate for
the rights, dignities, and values enshrined in the American system. An American Family shows us who
Khizr Khan and millions of other American immigrants are, and why—especially in these tumultuous
times—we must not be afraid to step forward for what we believe in when it matters most. Praise for An
American Family “An American Family is a small but lovely immigrant’s journey, full of carefully
observed details from the order in which Ghazala served tea at a university event, to the schedule of the
police patrols in the Boston Public Garden where Khan briefly slept while he was in between
apartments, to the description of Humayun’s headstone as a ‘slab of white marble with soft streaks
the color of wood smoke.’”—Alyssa Rosenberg, The Washington Post

Made for Love
A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of the Year The witty and exuberant New York Times bestselling author
Ken Jennings relays the history of humor in “lively, insightful, and crawling with goofy factlings,”
(Maria Semple, author of Where’d You Go Bernadette)—from fart jokes on clay Sumerian tablets to
the latest Twitter gags and Facebook memes. Where once society’s most coveted trait might have been
strength or intelligence or honor, today, in a clear sign of evolution sliding off the trails, it is being funny.
Yes, funniness. Consider: Super Bowl commercials don’t try to sell you anymore; they try to make you
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laugh. Airline safety tutorials—those terrifying laminated cards about the possibilities of fire, explosion,
depressurization, and drowning—have been replaced by joke-filled videos with multimillion-dollar
budgets and dance routines. Thanks to social media, we now have a whole Twitterverse of amateur
comedians riffing around the world at all hours of the day—and many of them even get popular enough
online to go pro and take over TV. In his “smartly structured, soundly argued, and yes—pretty darn
funny” (Booklist, starred review) Planet Funny, Ken Jennings explores this brave new comedic world
and what it means—or doesn’t—to be funny in it now. Tracing the evolution of humor from the
caveman days to the bawdy middle-class antics of Chaucer to Monty Python’s game-changing silliness
to the fast-paced meta-humor of The Simpsons, Jennings explains how we built our humor-saturated
modern age, where lots of us get our news from comedy shows and a comic figure can even be elected
President of the United States purely on showmanship. “Fascinating, entertaining and—I’m being
dead serious here—important” (A.J. Jacobs, author of The Year of Living Biblically), Planet Funny is a
full taxonomy of what spawned and defines the modern sense of humor.

The Arsonists' City
By the celebrated author of A Dream in Polar Fog, a collection of the myths and stories of Yuri
Rytkheu’s own family that is at once a moving history of the Chukchi people who inhabit the northern
shores of the Bering Sea and a beautiful cautionary tale rife with conflict, human drama, and humor. We
meet fantastic characters: Nau, the mother of the human race; Rau, her half-whale husband; and
Rytkheu’s own grandfather, fated to be an intrepid traveler, far-ranging whaler, living ethnographic
exhibit, and the last shaman of Uelen. The Chukchi Bible moves through vast Arctic tundra, sea, and
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sky – and to places deep within ourselves—introducing readers, in vivid prose, to an extraordinary
mythology and a resilient people.

Planet Funny
“The Arsonists’ City delivers all the pleasures of a good old-fashioned saga, but in Alyan’s hands,
one family’s tale becomes the story of a nation—Lebanon and Syria, yes, but also the United States.
It’s the kind of book we are lucky to have.”—Rumaan Alam A rich family story, a personal look at
the legacy of war in the Middle East, and an indelible rendering of how we hold on to the people and
places we call home The Nasr family is spread across the globe—Beirut, Brooklyn, Austin, the California
desert. A Syrian mother, a Lebanese father, and three American children: all have lived a life of
migration. Still, they’ve always had their ancestral home in Beirut—a constant touchstone—and the
complicated, messy family love that binds them. But following his father's recent death, Idris, the family's
new patriarch, has decided to sell. The decision brings the family to Beirut, where everyone unites
against Idris in a fight to save the house. They all have secrets—lost loves, bitter jealousies, abandoned
passions, deep-set shame—that distance has helped smother. But in a city smoldering with the legacy of
war, an ongoing flow of refugees, religious tension, and political protest, those secrets ignite, imperiling
the fragile ties that hold this family together. In a novel teeming with wisdom, warmth, and characters
born of remarkable human insight, award-winning author Hala Alyan shows us again that “fiction is
often the best filter for the real world around us” (NPR).
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The Chukchi Bible
An Immigrant Love-Hate Story of What it Means to Be American You know that feeling of being at the
wrong end of the table? Like you’re at a party but all the good stuff is happening out of earshot
(#FOMO)? That’s life—especially for an immigrant. What happens when a shy, awkward Arab girl
with a weird name and an unfortunate propensity toward facial hair is uprooted from her comfortable
(albeit fascist-regimed) homeland of Iraq and thrust into the cold, alien town of Columbus, Ohio—with
its Egg McMuffins, Barbie dolls, and kids playing doctor everywhere you turned? This is Ayser
Salman’s story. First comes Emigration, then Naturalization, and finally Assimilation—trying to fit in
among her blonde-haired, blue-eyed counterparts, and always feeling left out. On her journey to
Americanhood, Ayser sees more naked butts at pre-kindergarten daycare that she would like, breaks one
of her parents’ rules (“Thou shalt not participate as an actor in the school musical where a male cast
member rests his head in thy lap”), and other things good Muslim Arab girls are not supposed to do.
And, after the 9/11 attacks, she experiences the isolation of being a Muslim in her own country. It takes
hours of therapy, fifty-five rounds of electrolysis, and some ill-advised romantic dalliances for Ayser to
grow into a modern Arab American woman who embraces her cultural differences. Part memoir and
part how-not-to guide, The Wrong End of the Table is everything you wanted to know about Arabs but
were afraid to ask, with chapters such as “Tattoos and Other National Security Risks,” “You Can’t
Blame Everything on Your Period; Sometimes You’re Going to Be a Crazy Bitch: and Other Advice
from Mom,” and even an open letter to Trump. This is the story of every American outsider on a path
to find themselves in a country of beautiful diversity.
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Priestdaddy
The Instant New York Times Bestseller Shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction
A searing, deeply moving memoir about family, love, loss, and forgiveness from the critically acclaimed,
bestselling National Book Award-winning author of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.
Family relationships are never simple. But Sherman Alexie's bond with his mother Lillian was more
complex than most. She plunged her family into chaos with a drinking habit, but shed her addiction
when it was on the brink of costing her everything. She survived a violent past, but created an elaborate
facade to hide the truth. She selflessly cared for strangers, but was often incapable of showering her
children with the affection that they so desperately craved. She wanted a better life for her son, but it was
only by leaving her behind that he could hope to achieve it. It's these contradictions that made Lillian
Alexie a beautiful, mercurial, abusive, intelligent, complicated, and very human woman. When she
passed away, the incongruities that defined his mother shook Sherman and his remembrance of her.
Grappling with the haunting ghosts of the past in the wake of loss, he responded the only way he knew
how: he wrote. The result is a stunning memoir filled with raw, angry, funny, profane, tender memories
of a childhood few can imagine, much less survive. An unflinching and unforgettable remembrance,
YOU DON'T HAVE TO SAY YOU LOVE ME is a powerful, deeply felt account of a complicated
relationship. One of the most anticipated books of 2017--Entertainment Weekly and Bustle

The Devoted: A Novel
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A stunning and lyrical debut novel Vincent Appleton smiles at his daughters, raises a gun, and blows off
his head. For the Appleton sisters, life had unravelled many times before. This time it explodes. Eightyear-old Hariet, known to all as Ari, is dispatched to Cape Breton and her Aunt Mary, who is purported
to eat little girls. But Mary and her partner, Nia, offer an unexpected refuge to Ari and her steadfast
companion, Jasper, an imaginary seahorse. Yet the respite does not last, and Ari is torn from her aunts
and forced back to her twisted mother and fractured sisters. Her new stepfather, Len, and his family
offer hope, but as Ari grows to adore them, she s severed violently from them too, when her mother
moves in with the brutal Dick Irwin. Through the sexual revolution and drug culture of the 1960s, Ari
struggles with her father s legacy and her mother s addictions, testing limits with substances that
numb and men who show her kindness. Ari spins through a chaotic decade of loss and love, the devilish
and divine, with wit, tenacity, and the astonishing balance unique to seahorses. The Clay Girl is a
beautiful tour de force about a child sculpted by kindness, cruelty, and the extraordinary power of
imagination, and her families
the one she s born in to and the one she creates.

Girl in the Dark
On seventeen occasions, Maggie O’Farrell has stared death in the face—and lived to tell the tale. In
this astonishing memoir, she shares the near-death experiences that have punctuated and defined her
life: The childhood illness that left her bedridden for a year, which she was not expected to survive. A
teenage yearning to escape that nearly ended in disaster. An encounter with a disturbed man on a
remote path. And, most terrifying of all, an ongoing, daily struggle to protect her daughter from a
condition that leaves her unimaginably vulnerable to life’s myriad dangers. Here, O’Farrell stiches
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together these discrete encounters to tell the story of her entire life. In taut prose that vibrates with
electricity and restrained emotion, she captures the perils running just beneath the surface, and
illuminates the preciousness, beauty, and mysteries of life itself.

Too Much Is Not Enough
In a superb work of long-form investigative journalism, this is a confronting tale about the human cost of
poker-machine addiction, of governments pandering to corporate interests, and of the insidious power of
the industry's PR spin.

Love and Trouble
A frank, smart and captivating memoir by the daughter of Apple founder Steve Jobs. Born on a farm
and named in a field by her parents—artist Chrisann Brennan and Steve Jobs—Lisa Brennan-Jobs’s
childhood unfolded in a rapidly changing Silicon Valley. When she was young, Lisa’s father was a
mythical figure who was rarely present in her life. As she grew older, her father took an interest in her,
ushering her into a new world of mansions, vacations, and private schools. His attention was thrilling,
but he could also be cold, critical and unpredictable. When her relationship with her mother grew
strained in high school, Lisa decided to move in with her father, hoping he’d become the parent
she’d always wanted him to be. Small Fry is Lisa Brennan-Jobs’s poignant story of childhood and
growing up. Scrappy, wise, and funny, young Lisa is an unforgettable guide, marveling at the particular
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magic of growing up in this family, in this place and time, while grappling with her feelings of
illegitimacy and shame. Part portrait of a complex family, part love letter to California in the seventies
and eighties, Small Fry is an enthralling story by an insightful new literary voice.

I'm Supposed to Protect You from All this
ONE OF THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW'S 10 BEST BOOKS OF 2017 NAMED ONE
OF THE 50 BEST MEMOIRS OF THE PAST 50 YEARS BY THE NEW YORK TIMES
SELECTED AS A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY: The Washington Post * Elle * NPR * New York
Magazine * Boston Globe * Nylon * Slate * The Cut * The New Yorker * Chicago Tribune WINNER
OF THE 2018 THURBER PRIZE FOR AMERICAN HUMOR “Affectionate and very funny . . .
wonderfully grounded and authentic. This book proves Lockwood to be a formidably gifted writer who
can do pretty much anything she pleases.” – The New York Times Book Review From Patricia
Lockwood—a writer acclaimed for her wildly original voice—a vivid, heartbreakingly funny memoir
about balancing identity with family and tradition. Father Greg Lockwood is unlike any Catholic priest
you have ever met—a man who lounges in boxer shorts, loves action movies, and whose constant
jamming on the guitar reverberates “like a whole band dying in a plane crash in 1972.” His daughter
is an irreverent poet who long ago left the Church’s country. When an unexpected crisis leads her and
her husband to move back into her parents’ rectory, their two worlds collide. In Priestdaddy,
Lockwood interweaves emblematic moments from her childhood and adolescence—from an ill-fated
family hunting trip and an abortion clinic sit-in where her father was arrested to her involvement in a
cultlike Catholic youth group—with scenes that chronicle the eight-month adventure she and her
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husband had in her parents’ household after a decade of living on their own. Lockwood details her
education of a seminarian who is also living at the rectory, tries to explain Catholicism to her husband,
who is mystified by its bloodthirstiness and arcane laws, and encounters a mysterious substance on a
hotel bed with her mother. Lockwood pivots from the raunchy to the sublime, from the comic to the
deeply serious, exploring issues of belief, belonging, and personhood. Priestdaddy is an entertaining,
unforgettable portrait of a deeply odd religious upbringing, and how one balances a hard-won identity
with the weight of family and tradition.

No One Is Talking About This
Tracing her moral struggles to the day she accidentally took a sip of water before her Communion—a
mortal sin—Mary McCarthy gives us eight funny and heartrending essays about the illusive and
redemptive nature of memory “During the course of writing this, I’ve often wished that I were writing
fiction.” Originally published in large part as standalone essays in the New Yorker and Harper’s
Bazaar, Mary McCarthy’s acclaimed memoir begins with her recollections of a happy childhood cut
tragically short by the death of her parents during the influenza epidemic of 1918. Tempering memory
with invention, McCarthy describes how, orphaned at six, she spent much of her childhood shuttled
between two sets of grandparents and three religions—Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish. One of four
children, she suffered abuse at the hands of her great-aunt and uncle until she moved to Seattle to be
raised by her maternal grandparents. Early on, McCarthy lets the reader in on her secret: The chapter
you just read may not be wholly reliable—facts have been distilled through the hazy lens of time and
distance. In Memories of a Catholic Girlhood, McCarthy pays homage to the past and creates hope for
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the future. Reminiscent of Nabokov’s Speak, Memory, this is a funny, honest, and unsparing account
blessed with the holy sacraments of forgiveness, love, and redemption. This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Mary McCarthy including rare images from the author’s estate.

An American Family
At mid-life, Claire Dederer developed a sudden yearning for jailbreak. In this exuberant memoir, she
reflects on two periods in her life uncannily similar in their emotional intensity: her present experience as
a middle-aged mom in the grip of unruly and mysterious new hungers, and her recollections of herself as
a teenager. Blazingly intelligent, wickedly funny, and piercingly honest, in Love and Trouble Dederer
captures the perils and pleasures of girlhood, womanhood, and life itself.

Through the Shadowlands
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Gossip Girl series, a deliciously irresistible novel
chronicling a year in the life of four families in an upscale Brooklyn neighborhood as they seek purpose,
community, and meaningful relationships—until one unforgettable night at a raucous neighborhood
party knocks them to their senses. Welcome to Cobble Hill. In this eclectic Brooklyn neighborhood,
private storms brew amongst four married couples and their children. There’s ex-groupie Mandy, so
underwhelmed by motherhood and her current physical state that she fakes a debilitating disease to get
the attention of her skateboarding, ex-boyband member husband Stuart. There’s the unconventional
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new school nurse, Peaches, on whom Stuart has an unrequited crush, and her disappointing husband
Greg, who wears noise-cancelling headphones—everywhere. A few blocks away, Roy, a well-known,
newly transplanted British novelist, has lost the thread of his next novel and his marriage to capable,
indefatigable Wendy. Around the corner, Tupper, the nervous, introverted industrial designer with a
warehose full of prosthetic limbs struggles to pin down his elusive artist wife Elizabeth. She
remains…elusive. Throw in two hormonal teenagers, a ten-year-old pyromaniac, a drug dealer
pretending to be a doctor, and a lot of hidden cameras, and you’ve got a combustible mix of egos,
desires, and secrets bubbling in brownstone Brooklyn. Smart, sophisticated, yet surprisingly tender,
Cobble Hill is highly entertaining portrait of contemporary family life and the colorful characters who
call Brooklyn home.

The Lost Language of Cranes
A spellbinding confession of what it means to abandon one life for another, The Devoted asks what it
takes, and what you’ll sacrifice, to find enlightenment. Nicole Hennessy’s life revolves around her
Zen practice at the Boston Zendo, seeking solace in the tenets of Buddhism to the chagrin of her Irish
Catholic family. After a decade of grueling spiritual practice under her Master’s tutelage, living on a
shoestring budget as a shop clerk, Nicole has become dangerously entangled with her mentor. As Nicole
confronts her past—a drug-fueled year spent fleeing her family’s loaded silences and guilt-laden "Our
Fathers"—and reinvents herself in New York City, her Master’s intoxicating voice pursues her, an
electrifying whisper on the other end of the phone. Somehow, he knows everything. In deft, soaring
prose that bristles with psychological and erotic tension, Blair Hurley crafts a thrilling exploration of
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Nicole’s ecstatic quest for spirituality.

And We're Off
The moving story of her own search for God by the highly-acclaimed author of the bestselling A History
of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam; The Battle for God: A History of
Fundamentalism; and Islam: A Short History. In 1969, after seven years as a Roman Catholic nun -hoping, but ultimately failing, to find God -- Armstrong left her convent. She knew almost nothing of the
changed world she was entering, and she was tormented by panic attacks and inexplicable seizures. Her
struggle against despair was fueled by a string of discouragements -- failed spirituality, doctorate and
jobs, fruitless dealings with psychiatrists -- but finally, in 1976, she was diagnosed with epilepsy and given
proper treatment. She then began the writing career that would become her true calling, and as she
focused on the sacred texts of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, her own true inner story began to
emerge. She would come to experience brief moments of transcendence through her work -- the
profound fulfillment that she had not found in the long hours of prayer as a young nun. Powerfully
engaging, often heart-breaking, but lit with bursts of humour, The Spiral Staircase is an extraordinary
history of self. From the Hardcover edition.

I Am, I Am, I Am
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The Cut Out Girl
"Country Girl is Edna O'Brien's exquisite account of her dashing, barrier-busting, up-and-down
life."--National Public Radio When Edna O'Brien's first novel, The Country Girls, was published in
1960, it so scandalized the O'Briens' local parish that the book was burned by its priest. O'Brien was
undeterred and has since created a body of work that bears comparison with the best writing of the
twentieth century. Country Girl brings us face-to-face with a life of high drama and contemplation.
Starting with O'Brien's birth in a grand but deteriorating house in Ireland, her story moves through
convent school to elopement, divorce, single-motherhood, the wild parties of the '60s in London, and
encounters with Hollywood giants, pop stars, and literary titans. There is love and unrequited love, and
the glamour of trips to America as a celebrated writer and the guest of Jackie Onassis and Hillary
Clinton. Country Girl is a rich and heady accounting of the events, people, emotions, and landscape that
have imprinted upon and enhanced one lifetime.
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