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Babel Tower
Four brand-new novellas by the #1 New York Times-bestselling, National Book Award-winning “grand
mistress of ghoulishness” (Publishers Weekly). An academic in Pennsylvania discovers a terrifying
trauma from her past after inheriting a house in Cardiff, Maine from someone she has never heard of. A
pubescent girl, overcome with loneliness, befriends a feral cat that becomes her protector from the
increasingly aggressive males that surround her. A brilliant but shy college sophomore is distraught to
discover that she’s pregnant, and the professor who takes her under his wing may not have innocent
intentions. And a woman who marries into a family shattered by tragedy finds herself haunted by her
predecessor’s voice, an inexplicably befouled well, and a compulsive attraction to a garage that took two
lives. In these psychologically daring, chillingly suspenseful pieces, the author of We Were the
Mulvaneys and Blonde writes about women facing threats past and present, once again cementing her
reputation for “great intelligence and dead-on imaginative powers” (Los Angeles Times Book Review).

Wolf Hall
When someone tries to kidnap Peter Pascoe's wife, he and his partner Andy Dalziel begin to think that
one of their cases, past or present, is linked to the crime, leading them on search for the truth. Reprint.

The Handmaid's Tale
The year is 1995, and email is new. Selin, the daughter of Turkish immigrants, arrives for her freshman
year at Harvard where she signs up for classes in subjects she has never heard of, befriends her
charismatic Serbian classmate, Svetlana, and, almost by accident, begins corresponding with Ivan, an
older mathematics student. Selin may have barely spoken to Ivan, but with each email they exchange,
the act of writing seems to take on new and increasingly mysterious meanings. When the school year
ends, Ivan goes to Budapest and Selin heads to the Hungarian countryside. Her summer does not
resonate with anything she has previously heard about the typical experiences of college students, but
rather is the beginning of a journey further inside herself: a coming to grips with the ineffable and
exhilarating confusion of first love, and with the growing consciousness that she is doomed to become a
writer.

Warlight
In Alias Grace, the bestselling author of The Handmaid's Tale takes readers into the life of one of the
most notorious women of the nineteenth century—recently adapted into a 6-part Netflix original miniseries by director Mary Harron and writer/actress Sarah Polley. It's 1843, and Grace Marks has been
convicted for her involvement in the vicious murders of her employer and his housekeeper and mistress.
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Some believe Grace is innocent; others think her evil or insane. Now serving a life sentence, Grace
claims to have no memory of the murders. An up-and-coming expert in the burgeoning field of mental
illness is engaged by a group of reformers and spiritualists who seek a pardon for Grace. He listens to
her story while bringing her closer and closer to the day she cannot remember. What will he find in
attempting to unlock her memories? Captivating and disturbing, Alias Grace showcases bestselling,
Booker Prize-winning author Margaret Atwood at the peak of her powers.

Alias Grace
'She brings Greek history to compelling life' The Sunday Times 'Hislop has done her research and
handles the great sweep of complex Greek history with skill and confidence' Daily Mail Athens, 1941.
Nazi forces occupy Greece and a nation falls apart. Victoria Hislop's NEW Sunday Times Number One
bestseller takes you into the darker days of Greek history and, through the eyes of its extraordinary
heroine, illuminates the courage it takes to live in peace. After decades of political uncertainty, Greece is
polarised between Right- and Left-wing views when the Germans invade. Fifteen-year-old Themis
comes from a family divided by these political differences. The Nazi occupation deepens the fault-lines
between those she loves just as it reduces Greece to destitution. She watches friends die in the ensuing
famine and is moved to commit acts of resistance. In the civil war that follows the end of the occupation,
Themis joins the Communist army, where she experiences the extremes of love and hatred and the
paradoxes presented by a war in which Greek fights Greek. Eventually imprisoned on the infamous
islands of exile, Makronisos and then Trikeri, Themis encounters another prisoner whose life will
entwine with her own in ways neither can foresee. And finds she must weigh her principles against her
desire to escape and live. As she looks back on her life, Themis realises how tightly the personal and
political can become entangled. While some wounds heal, others deepen. This gripping new novel from
bestselling author Victoria Hislop sheds light on the complexity and trauma of Greece's past and weaves
it into the epic tale of an ordinary woman compelled to live an extraordinary life. Victoria Hislop.
Discover for yourself why 10 million readers worldwide love her books Here's what the critics said
about Those Who Are Loved: 'A searing and powerful story full of passion, showing how one woman's
ideals and beliefs shape everything that she becomes. It's both a beautifully woven love story and a
spellbinding, heart-breaking depiction of a country torn apart by hatred' Daily Express 'A glorious Greek
setting and rich historical detail form the backdrop of this captivating and poignant story' Woman &
Home 'An eye-opening and moving read' Mirror 'Anyone who reads Victoria Hislop's novels falls in
love with Greece A moving read that sweeps you through time' S Magazine 'A wonderfully researched
and beautifully written piece of historical fiction' CultureFly

The Transit of Venus
Nora Webster
The Booker Prize-winning author of Possession presents a stunning, contemporary story set against the
clashing politics, passionate ideals, and shifting sexual roles of the early 1960s. In Byatt's vision, the
presiding genius of the day seems to be a blend of the Marquis de Sade and The Hobbit. Peopled with
weird and colorful characters, charted with brilliant, imaginative sympathy, Babel Tower is as comic as
it is threatening and bizarre.

Cat's Eye
A stunning and provocative new novel by the internationally celebrated author of The Blind Assassin,
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winner of the Booker Prize. Margaret Atwood’s new novel is so utterly compelling, so prescient, so
relevant, so terrifyingly-all-too-likely-to-be-true, that readers may find their view of the world forever
changed after reading it. This is Margaret Atwood at the absolute peak of her powers. For readers of
Oryx and Crake, nothing will ever look the same again. The narrator of Atwood's riveting novel calls
himself Snowman. When the story opens, he is sleeping in a tree, wearing an old bedsheet, mourning the
loss of his beloved Oryx and his best friend Crake, and slowly starving to death. He searches for supplies
in a wasteland where insects proliferate and pigoons and wolvogs ravage the pleeblands, where ordinary
people once lived, and the Compounds that sheltered the extraordinary. As he tries to piece together
what has taken place, the narrative shifts to decades earlier. How did everything fall apart so quickly?
Why is he left with nothing but his haunting memories? Alone except for the green-eyed Children of
Crake, who think of him as a kind of monster, he explores the answers to these questions in the double
journey he takes - into his own past, and back to Crake's high-tech bubble-dome, where the Paradice
Project unfolded and the world came to grief. With breathtaking command of her shocking material, and
with her customary sharp wit and dark humour, Atwood projects us into an outlandish yet wholly
believable realm populated by characters who will continue to inhabit our dreams long after the last
chapter.

Dancing Girls
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Handmaid's Tale Cat’s Eye is the story of Elaine
Risley, a controversial painter who returns to Toronto, the city of her youth, for a retrospective of her art.
Engulfed by vivid images of the past, she reminisces about a trio of girls who initiated her into the the
fierce politics of childhood and its secret world of friendship, longing, and betrayal. Elaine must come to
terms with her own identity as a daughter, a lover, an artist, and a woman—but above all she must seek
release form her haunting memories. Disturbing, humorous, and compassionate—and a finalist for the
Booker Prize—Cat’s Eye is a breathtaking novel of a woman grappling with the tangled knot of her life.

The Testaments
From the author of the New York Times bestselling novels The Handmaid’s Tale—now an Emmy Awardwinning Hulu original series—and Alias Grace, now a Netflix original series. Joan Foster is the bored
wife of a myopic ban-the-bomber. She takes off overnight as Canada's new superpoet, pens lurid gothics
on the sly, attracts a blackmailing reporter, skids cheerfully in and out of menacing plots, hair-raising
traps, and passionate trysts, and lands dead and well in Terremoto, Italy. In this remarkable, poetic, and
magical novel, Margaret Atwood proves yet again why she is considered to be one of the most important
and accomplished writers of our time.

Spring Flowers, Spring Frost
Four of Margaret Atwood's best novels, in one volume! In The Handmaid's Tale, a multi-award-winning,
bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a stunning Orwellian vision of the near future. This is
the story of Offred, one of the unfortunate “Handmaids” under the new social order who have only one
purpose: to breed. In Gilead, where women are prohibited from holding jobs, reading, and forming
friendships, Offred’s persistent memories of life in the “time before” and her will to survive are acts of
rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic, and with Margaret Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and
acute perceptive powers in full force, The Handmaid’s Tale is at once a mordant satire and a dire
warning. The Blind Assassin: “Ten days after the war ended, my sister Laura drove a car off a bridge.”
These words are spoken by Iris Chase Griffen, married at eighteen to a wealthy industrialist but now
poor and eighty-two. Iris recalls her far from exemplary life, and the events leading up to her sister’s
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death, gradually revealing the carefully guarded Chase family secrets. Among these is “The Blind
Assassin,” a novel that earned the dead Laura Chase not only notoriety but also a devoted cult following.
Sexually explicit for its time, it was a pulp fantasy improvised by two unnamed lovers who meet secretly
in rented rooms and seedy cafés. As this novel-within-a-novel twists and turns through love and
jealousy, self-sacrifice and betrayal, so does the real narrative, as both move closer to war and
catastrophe. Margaret Atwood’s Booker Prize-winning sensation combines elements of gothic drama,
romantic suspense, and science fiction fantasy in a spellbinding tale. In Alias Grace, Atwood takes us
back in time and into the life of one of the most enigmatic and notorious women of the nineteenth
century. Grace Marks has been convicted for her involvement in the vicious murders of her employer,
Thomas Kinnear, and Nancy Montgomery, his housekeeper and mistress. Some believe Grace is
innocent; others think her evil or insane. Now serving a life sentence, Grace claims to have no memory
of the murders. Dr. Simon Jordan, an up-and-coming expert in the burgeoning field of mental illness, is
engaged by a group of reformers and spiritualists who seek a pardon for Grace. He listens to her story
while bringing her closer and closer to the day she cannot remember. What will he find in attempting to
unlock her memories? Is Grace a female fiend? A bloodthirsty femme fatale? Or is she the victim of
circumstances? And finally, The Robber Bride, inspired by "The Robber Bridegroom," a wonderfully
grisly tale from the Brothers Grimm in which an evil groom lures three maidens into his lair and devours
them, one by one. But in her version, Atwood brilliantly recasts the monster as Zenia, a villainess of
demonic proportions, and sets her loose in the lives of three friends, Tony, Charis, and Roz. All three
"have lost men, spirit, money, and time to their old college acquaintance, Zenia. At various times, and in
various emotional disguises, Zenia has insinuated her way into their lives and practically demolished
them. To Tony, who almost lost her husband and jeopardized her academic career, Zenia is 'a lurking
enemy commando.' To Roz, who did lose her husband and almost her magazine, Zenia is 'a cold and
treacherous bitch.' To Charis, who lost a boyfriend, quarts of vegetable juice and some pet chickens,
Zenia is a kind of zombie, maybe 'soulless'" (Lorrie Moore, New York Times Book Review). In love and
war, illusion and deceit, Zenia's subterranean malevolence takes us deep into her enemies' pasts.

The Margaret Atwood 4-Book Bundle
Two sisters-Miranda, the older, responsible one, always her younger sister?s protector; Lucia, the
headstrong, unpredictable one, whose impulses are huge and, often, life changing. When their mother
dies and Lucia starts hearing voices, it is Miranda who must find a way to reach her sister. But Lucia
impetuously plows ahead, marrying a bighearted, older man only to leave him, suddenly, to have a baby
with a young Latino immigrant. She moves her new family from the States to Ecuador and back again,
but the bitter constant is that she is, in fact, mentally ill. Lucia lives life on a grand scale, until,
inevitably, she crashes to earth.Miranda leaves her own self-contained life in Switzerland to rescue her
sister-but only Lucia can decide whether she wants to be saved. The bonds of sisterly devotion stretch
across oceans-but what does it take to break them?Told in alternating points of view, Everything Here Is
Beautiful is, at its heart, the story of a young woman?s quest to find fulfillment and a life unconstrained
by her illness. But it?s also an unforgettable, gut-wrenching story of the sacrifices we make to truly love
someone-and when loyalty to one?s self must prevail over all.

Moral Disorder
From one of contemporary literature’s bestselling, critically acclaimed, and beloved authors: a
“luminous” novel (Jennifer Egan, The New York Times Book Review) about a fiercely compelling
young widow navigating grief, fear, and longing, and finding her own voice—“heartrendingly
transcendant” (The New York Times, Janet Maslin). Set in Wexford, Ireland, Colm Tóibín’s magnificent
seventh novel introduces the formidable, memorable, and deeply moving Nora Webster. Widowed at
forty, with four children and not enough money, Nora has lost the love of her life, Maurice, the man who
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rescued her from the stifling world to which she was born. And now she fears she may be sucked back
into it. Wounded, selfish, strong-willed, clinging to secrecy in a tiny community where everyone knows
your business, Nora is drowning in her own sorrow and blind to the suffering of her young sons, who
have lost their father. Yet she has moments of stunning insight and empathy, and when she begins to
sing again, after decades, she finds solace, engagement, a haven—herself. Nora Webster “may actually be
a perfect work of fiction” (Los Angeles Times), by a “beautiful and daring” writer (The New York Times
Book Review) at the zenith of his career, able to “sneak up on readers and capture their imaginations”
(USA TODAY). “MiraculousTóibín portrays Nora with tremendous sympathy and understanding” (Ron
Charles, The Washington Post).

The Blind Assassin
Winner of the Man Booker Prize By the author of The Handmaid's Tale and Alias Grace Laura Chase's
older sister Iris, married at eighteen to a politically prominent industrialist but now poor and eighty-two,
is living in Port Ticonderoga, a town dominated by their once-prosperous family before the First War.
While coping with her unreliable body, Iris reflects on her far from exemplary life, in particular the
events surrounding her sister's tragic death. Chief among these was the publication of The Blind
Assassin, a novel which earned the dead Laura Chase not only notoriety but also a devoted cult
following. Sexually explicit for its time, The Blind Assassin describes a risky affair in the turbulent
thirties between a wealthy young woman and a man on the run. During their secret meetings in rented
rooms, the lovers concoct a pulp fantasy set on Planet Zycron. As the invented story twists through love
and sacrifice and betrayal, so does the real one; while events in both move closer to war and catastrophe.
By turns lyrical, outrageous, formidable, compelling and funny, this is a novel filled with deep humour
and dark drama.

The Shadow Catcher
The love story between a painter and a girl is set against the backdrop of a country in the midst of
terrifying change as its inhabitants deal with the Westernization of a backward Balkan land, witness a
series of strange events, and search for a tunnel to the Secret State Archives, which supposedly house
records of crimes that may have been committed. Reprint.

Entering the Labyrinth
Margaret Atwood puts the human heart to the ultimate test in an utterly brilliant new novel that is as
visionary as The Handmaid's Tale and as richly imagined as The Blind Assassin. Stan and Charmaine
are a married couple trying to stay afloat in the midst of an economic and social collapse. Job loss has
forced them to live in their car, leaving them vulnerable to roving gangs. They desperately need to turn
their situation around—and fast. The Positron Project in the town of Consilience seems to be the answer
to their prayers. No one is unemployed and everyone gets a comfortable, clean house to live in . . . for
six months out of the year. On alternating months, residents of Consilience must leave their homes and
function as inmates in the Positron prison system. Once their month of service in the prison is
completed, they can return to their "civilian" homes. At first, this doesn't seem like too much of a
sacrifice to make in order to have a roof over one's head and food to eat. But when Charmaine becomes
romantically involved with the man who lives in their house during the months when she and Stan are in
the prison, a series of troubling events unfolds, putting Stan's life in danger. With each passing day,
Positron looks less like a prayer answered and more like a chilling prophecy fulfilled.

Everything Here Is Beautiful
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Atwood triumphs with these dazzling, personal stories in her first collection since Wilderness Tips. In
these ten interrelated stories Atwood traces the course of a life and also the lives intertwined with it,
while evoking the drama and the humour that colour common experiences — the birth of a baby, divorce
and remarriage, old age and death. With settings ranging from Toronto, northern Quebec, and rural
Ontario, the stories begin in the present, as a couple no longer young situate themselves in a larger world
no longer safe. Then the narrative goes back in time to the forties and moves chronologically forward
toward the present. In “The Art of Cooking and Serving,” the twelve-year-old narrator does her best to
accommodate the arrival of a baby sister. After she boldly declares her independence, we follow the
narrator into young adulthood and then through a complex relationship. In “The Entities,” the story of
two women haunted by the past unfolds. The magnificent last two stories reveal the heartbreaking old
age of parents but circle back again to childhood, to complete the cycle. By turns funny, lyrical, incisive,
tragic, earthy, shocking, and deeply personal, Moral Disorder displays Atwood’s celebrated storytelling
gifts and unmistakable style to their best advantage. This is vintage Atwood, writing at the height of her
powers. From the Hardcover edition.

The Heart Goes Last
On the evening of Good Friday, 1865, Henry Rathbone and Clara Harris joined the Lincolns in the
Presidential box at Ford’s Theater, becoming eyewitnesses to one of the great tragedies of American
history. In this riveting novel, Thomas Mallon re-creates the unusual love story of this young engaged
couple whose fateful encounter with history profoundly affects the remainder of their lives. Lincoln’s
assassination is only one part of the remarkable life they share, a dramatic tale of passion, scandal,
heroism, murder, and madness, all based on Mallon’s deep research into the fascinating history of the
Rathbone and Harris families. Henry and Clara not only tells the astonishing story of its title figures; it
also illuminates the culture of nineteenth-century Victorian America: a rigid society barely concealing
the suppressed impulses and undercurrents that only grew stronger as the century progressed.

Lady Oracle
NATIONAL BEST SELLER From the internationally acclaimed, best-selling author of The English
Patient: a mesmerizing new novel that tells a dramatic story set in the decade after World War II through
the lives of a small group of unexpected characters and two teenagers whose lives are indelibly shaped
by their unwitting involvement. In a narrative as beguiling and mysterious as memory itself--shadowed
and luminous at once--we read the story of fourteen-year-old Nathaniel, and his older sister, Rachel. In
1945, just after World War II, they stay behind in London when their parents move to Singapore, leaving
them in the care of a mysterious figure named The Moth. They suspect he might be a criminal, and they
grow both more convinced and less concerned as they come to know his eccentric crew of friends: men
and women joined by a shared history of unspecified service during the war, all of whom seem, in some
way, determined now to protect, and educate (in rather unusual ways) Rachel and Nathaniel. But are
they really what and who they claim to be? And what does it mean when the siblings' mother returns
after months of silence without their father, explaining nothing, excusing nothing? A dozen years later,
Nathaniel begins to uncover all that he didn't know and understand in that time, and it is this
journey--through facts, recollection, and imagination--that he narrates in this masterwork from one of
the great writers of our time.

Cloud Atlas
The bestselling, Man Booker Prize-winning novel hailed as "a true achievement. Catton has built a lively
parody of a 19th-century novel, and in so doing created a novel for the 21st, something utterly new. The
Page 6/13

Read Free The Blind Assassin A Novel Cover May Vary
pages fly." -- New York Times Book Review It is 1866, and Walter Moody has come to stake his claim
in New Zealand's booming gold rush. On the stormy night of his arrival, he stumbles across a tense
gathering of 12 local men who have met in secret to discuss a series of unexplained events: a wealthy
man has vanished, a prostitute has tried to end her life, and an enormous cache of gold has been
discovered in the home of a luckless drunk. Moody is soon drawn into a network of fates and fortunes
that is as complex and exquisitely ornate as the night sky. Richly evoking a mid-nineteenth-century
world of shipping, banking, and gold rush boom and bust, The Luminaries is at once a fiendishly clever
ghost story, a gripping page-turner, and a thrilling novelistic achievement. It richly confirms that Eleanor
Catton is one of the brightest stars in the international literary firmament.

The Idiot
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Handmaid's Tale In each of these tales Margaret
Atwood deftly illuminates the shape of a whole life: in a few brief pages we watch as characters progress
from the vulnerabilities of adolescence through the passions of youth into the precarious complexities of
middle age. The past resurfaces in the present in ways both subtle and dramatic: the body of a lost Arctic
explorer emerges from the ice, a 2,000-year-old bog man turns up in an archeological dig, a man with
dark secrets marries his lover’s sister, a girl who disappears on a canoe trip haunts her friend many
decades later. The richly layered stories in Wilderness Tips map interior landscapes shaped by time,
regret, and lost chances, endowing even the most unassuming of lives with a disquieting intensity.

Negotiating with the Dead
“Ten days after the war ended, my sister Laura drove a car off a bridge.” These words are spoken by Iris
Chase Griffen, married at eighteen to a wealthy industrialist but now poor and eighty-two. Iris recalls her
far from exemplary life, and the events leading up to her sister’s death, gradually revealing the carefully
guarded Chase family secrets. Among these is “The Blind Assassin,” a novel that earned the dead Laura
Chase not only notoriety but also a devoted cult following. Sexually explicit for its time, it was a pulp
fantasy improvised by two unnamed lovers who meet secretly in rented rooms and seedy cafés. As this
novel-within-a-novel twists and turns through love and jealousy, self-sacrifice and betrayal, so does the
real narrative, as both move closer to war and catastrophe. Margaret Atwood’s Booker Prize-winning
sensation combines elements of gothic drama, romantic suspense, and science fiction fantasy in a
spellbinding tale.

Cardiff, by the Sea
The author of The Handmaid's Tale discusses the writing life and the role of the writer in society,
making reference to many other writers, alive and dead, to make her case.

Out Stealing Horses
All Tom's friends really are superheroes. There's the Ear, the Spooner, the Impossible Man. Tom even
married a superhero, the Perfectionist. But at their wedding, the Perfectionist was hypnotized (by exboyfriend Hypno, of course) to believe that Tom is invisible. Nothing he does can make her see him. Six
months later, she's sure that Tom has abandoned her. So she's moving to Vancouver. She'll use her
superpower to make Vancouver perfect and leave all the heartbreak in Toronto. With no idea Tom's
beside her, she boards an airplane in Toronto. Tom has until the wheels touch the ground in Vancouver
to convince her he's visible, or he loses her forever.
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Bodily Harm
From the author of the New York Times bestselling novels The Handmaid’s Tale—now an Emmy Awardwinning Hulu original series—and Alias Grace, now a Netflix original series. Part detective novel, part
psychological thriller, Surfacing is the story of a talented woman artist who goes in search of her missing
father on a remote island in northern Quebec. Setting out with her lover and another young couple, she
soon finds herself captivated by the isolated setting, where a marriage begins to fall apart, violence and
death lurk just beneath the surface, and sex becomes a catalyst for conflict and dangerous choices.
Surfacing is a work permeated with an aura of suspense, complex with layered meanings, and written in
brilliant, diamond-sharp prose. Here is a rich mine of ideas from an extraordinary writer about
contemporary life and nature, families and marriage, and about women fragmentedand becoming whole.

Oryx and Crake
This splendid volume of short fiction testifies to Margaret Atwood's startlingly original voice, full of a
rare intensity and exceptional intelligence. Her men and women still miscommunicate, still remain
separate in different rooms, different houses, or even different worlds. With brilliant flashes of fantasy,
humor, and unexpected violence, the stories reveal the complexities of human relationships and bring to
life characters who touch us deeply, evoking terror and laughter, compassion and recognition--and
dramatically demonstrate why Margaret Atwood is one of the most important writers in English today.

The Blind Assassin
"The Transit of Venus tells the story of two orphan sisters, Caroline and Grace Bell, as they leave
Australia to start a new life in postwar England. What happens to these young women--seduction and
abandonment, marriage and widowhood, love and betrayal--becomes as moving and wonderful and yet
as predestined as the transits of the planets themselves"--

Those Who Are Loved
NOW WITH ADDITIONAL MATERIAL #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER WINNER OF THE
BOOKER PRIZE FOR FICTION More than fifteen years after the events of The Handmaid's Tale, the
theocratic regime of the Republic of Gilead maintains its grip on power, but there are signs it is
beginning to rot from within. At this crucial moment, the lives of three radically different women
converge, with potentially explosive results. Two have grown up as part of the first generation to come
of age in the new order. The testimonies of these two young women are joined by a third: Aunt Lydia.
Her complex past and uncertain future unfold in surprising and pivotal ways. With The Testaments,
Margaret Atwood opens up the innermost workings of Gilead, as each woman is forced to come to terms
with who she is, and how far she will go for what she believes. The Testaments is a modern masterpiece,
a powerful novel that can be read on its own or as a companion to Margaret Atwood’s classic, The
Handmaid’s Tale.

Surfacing
In the ruthless arena of King Henry VIII's court, only one man dares to gamble his life to win the king's
favor and ascend to the heights of political power England in the 1520s is a heartbeat from disaster. If
the king dies without a male heir, the country could be destroyed by civil war. Henry VIII wants to annul
his marriage of twenty years, and marry Anne Boleyn. The pope and most of Europe opposes him. The
quest for the king's freedom destroys his adviser, the brilliant Cardinal Wolsey, and leaves a power
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vacuum. Into this impasse steps Thomas Cromwell. Cromwell is a wholly original man, a charmer and a
bully, both idealist and opportunist, astute in reading people and a demon of energy: he is also a
consummate politician, hardened by his personal losses, implacable in his ambition. But Henry is
volatile: one day tender, one day murderous. Cromwell helps him break the opposition, but what will be
the price of his triumph? In inimitable style, Hilary Mantel presents a picture of a half-made society on
the cusp of change, where individuals fight or embrace their fate with passion and courage. With a vast
array of characters, overflowing with incident, the novel re-creates an era when the personal and
political are separated by a hairbreadth, where success brings unlimited power but a single failure means
death.

Wilderness Tips
By the New York Times bestselling author of The Bone Clocks | Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize A
postmodern visionary and one of the leading voices in twenty-first-century fiction, David Mitchell
combines flat-out adventure, a Nabokovian love of puzzles, a keen eye for character, and a taste for
mind-bending, philosophical and scientific speculation in the tradition of Umberto Eco, Haruki
Murakami, and Philip K. Dick. The result is brilliantly original fiction as profound as it is playful. In this
groundbreaking novel, an influential favorite among a new generation of writers, Mitchell explores with
daring artistry fundamental questions of reality and identity. Cloud Atlas begins in 1850 with Adam
Ewing, an American notary voyaging from the Chatham Isles to his home in California. Along the way,
Ewing is befriended by a physician, Dr. Goose, who begins to treat him for a rare species of brain
parasite. . . . Abruptly, the action jumps to Belgium in 1931, where Robert Frobisher, a disinherited
bisexual composer, contrives his way into the household of an infirm maestro who has a beguiling wife
and a nubile daughter. . . . From there we jump to the West Coast in the 1970s and a troubled reporter
named Luisa Rey, who stumbles upon a web of corporate greed and murder that threatens to claim her
life. . . . And onward, with dazzling virtuosity, to an inglorious present-day England; to a Korean
superstate of the near future where neocapitalism has run amok; and, finally, to a postapocalyptic Iron
Age Hawaii in the last days of history. But the story doesn’t end even there. The narrative then
boomerangs back through centuries and space, returning by the same route, in reverse, to its starting
point. Along the way, Mitchell reveals how his disparate characters connect, how their fates intertwine,
and how their souls drift across time like clouds across the sky. As wild as a videogame, as mysterious
as a Zen koan, Cloud Atlas is an unforgettable tour de force that, like its incomparable author, has
transcended its cult classic status to become a worldwide phenomenon. Praise for Cloud Atlas “[David]
Mitchell is, clearly, a genius. He writes as though at the helm of some perpetual dream machine, can
evidently do anything, and his ambition is written in magma across this novel’s every page.”—The New
York Times Book Review “One of those how-the-holy-hell-did-he-do-it? modern classics that no doubt
is—and should be—read by any student of contemporary literature.”—Dave Eggers “Wildly entertaining . . .
a head rush, both action-packed and chillingly ruminative.”—People “The novel as series of nested dolls
or Chinese boxes, a puzzle-book, and yet—not just dazzling, amusing, or clever but heartbreaking and
passionate, too. I’ve never read anything quite like it, and I’m grateful to have lived, for a while, in all
its many worlds.”—Michael Chabon “Cloud Atlas ought to make [Mitchell] famous on both sides of the
Atlantic as a writer whose fearlessness is matched by his talent.”—The Washington Post Book World
“Thrilling . . . One of the biggest joys in Cloud Atlas is watching Mitchell sashay from genre to genre
without a hitch in his dance step.”—Boston Sunday Globe “Grand and elaborate . . . [Mitchell] creates a
world and language at once foreign and strange, yet strikingly familiar and intimate.”—Los Angeles
Times From the Hardcover edition.

TransAtlantic
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Handmaid's Tale WINNER OF THE BOOKER
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PRIZE In The Blind Assassin, Margaret Atwood weaves together strands of gothic suspense, romance,
and science fiction into one utterly spellbinding narrative. The novel begins with the mysterious death—a
possible suicide—of a young woman named Laura Chase in 1945. Decades later, Laura’s sister Iris
recounts her memories of their childhood, and of the dramatic deaths that have punctuated their wealthy,
eccentric family’s history. Intertwined with Iris’s account are chapters from the scandalous novel that
made Laura famous, in which two illicit lovers amuse each other by spinning a tale of a blind killer on a
distant planet. These richly layered stories-within-stories gradually illuminate the secrets that have long
haunted the Chase family, coming together in a brilliant and astonishing final twist.

The Blind Assassin by Margaret Atwood (Book Analysis)
Lauded novelist Margaret Atwood and acclaimed artist Johnnie Christmas collaborate on one of the
most highly anticipated comic book and literary events of the year.On a dark night, young genetic
engineer Strig Feleedus is accidentally mutated by his own experiment and merges with the DNA of a
cat and an owl. What follows is a humorous, action-driven, pulp-inspired superhero adventure - with a
lot of cat puns.

Henry and Clara
We were going out stealing horses. That was what he said, standing at the door to the cabin where I was
spending the summer with my father. I was fifteen. It was 1948 and oneof the first days of July. Trond's
friend Jon often appeared at his doorstep with an adventure in mind for the two of them. But this
morning was different. What began as a joy ride on "borrowed" horses ends with Jon falling into a
strange trance of grief. Trond soon learns what befell Jon earlier that day—an incident that marks the
beginning of a series of vital losses for both boys. Set in the easternmost region of Norway, Out Stealing
Horses by Per Petterson begins with an ending. Sixty-seven-year-old Trond has settled into a rustic cabin
in an isolated area to live the rest of his life with a quiet deliberation. A meeting with his only neighbor,
however, forces him to reflect on that fateful summer.

Angel Catbird
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • LONGLISTED FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE • NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY KIRKUS REVIEWS In the National Book
Award–winning Let the Great World Spin, Colum McCann thrilled readers with a marvelous high-wire
act of fiction that The New York Times Book Review called “an emotional tour de force.” Now McCann
demonstrates once again why he is one of the most acclaimed and essential authors of his generation
with a soaring novel that spans continents, leaps centuries, and unites a cast of deftly rendered
characters, both real and imagined. Newfoundland, 1919. Two aviators—Jack Alcock and Arthur
Brown—set course for Ireland as they attempt the first nonstop flight across the Atlantic Ocean, placing
their trust in a modified bomber to heal the wounds of the Great War. Dublin, 1845 and ’46. On an
international lecture tour in support of his subversive autobiography, Frederick Douglass finds the Irish
people sympathetic to the abolitionist cause—despite the fact that, as famine ravages the countryside, the
poor suffer from hardships that are astonishing even to an American slave. New York, 1998. Leaving
behind a young wife and newborn child, Senator George Mitchell departs for Belfast, where it has fallen
to him, the son of an Irish-American father and a Lebanese mother, to shepherd Northern Ireland’s
notoriously bitter and volatile peace talks to an uncertain conclusion. These three iconic crossings are
connected by a series of remarkable women whose personal stories are caught up in the swells of
history. Beginning with Irish housemaid Lily Duggan, who crosses paths with Frederick Douglass, the
novel follows her daughter and granddaughter, Emily and Lottie, and culminates in the present-day story
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of Hannah Carson, in whom all the hopes and failures of previous generations live on. From the loughs
of Ireland to the flatlands of Missouri and the windswept coast of Newfoundland, their journeys mirror
the progress and shape of history. They each learn that even the most unassuming moments of grace
have a way of rippling through time, space, and memory. The most mature work yet from an
incomparable storyteller, TransAtlantic is a profound meditation on identity and history in a wide world
that grows somehow smaller and more wondrous with each passing year. Look for special features
inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more. “A dazzlingly talented
author’s latest high-wire act . . . Reminiscent of the finest work of Michael Ondaatje and Michael
Cunningham, TransAtlantic is Colum McCann’s most penetrating novel yet.”—O: The Oprah Magazine
“One of the greatest pleasures of TransAtlantic is how provisional it makes history feel, how intimate,
and intensely real. . . . Here is the uncanny thing McCann finds again and again about the miraculous:
that it is inseparable from the everyday.”—The Boston Globe “Ingenious . . . The intricate connections
[McCann] has crafted between the stories of his women and our men [seem] written in air, in water,
and—given that his subject is the confluence of Irish and American history—in blood.”—Esquire “Another
sweeping, beautifully constructed tapestry of life . . . Reading McCann is a rare joy.”—The Seattle Times
“Entrancing . . . McCann folds his epic meticulously into this relatively slim volume like an accordion;
each pleat holds music—elation and sorrow.”—The Denver Post

The Blind Assassin
Jonathan Gates finds himself on an unwitting quest to discover the secret life of a forgotten director of
silent movies, only to discover that the truth behind the director's strange films may be more sinister than
he could ever imagine. Reprint.

Arms and the Women
Inspired by the life of legendary photographer Edward Curtis, a series of tales about a photographer's
developing relationship with the Native Americans he astonishes by showing them pictures of
themselves is interspersed with parallel tales about an unsung soldier, a husband, and a father. Reprint.
40,000 first printing.

The Luminaries
Key Features: Study methods Introduction to the text Summaries with critical notes Themes and
techniques Textual analysis of key passages Author biography Historical and literary background
Modern and historical critical approaches Chronology Glossary of literary terms

The Handmaid's Tale
Unlock the more straightforward side of The Blind Assassin with this concise and insightful summary
and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of The Blind Assassin by Margaret Atwood, a
complex novel about the power of the written word and its ability to deceive. It is told from the
perspective of Iris Chase, a woman in her eighties looking back on the events of her youth, when she and
her sister Laura fell in love with the same man: the charming radical and storyteller Alex Thomas. Laura
had fictionalised her love affair with him in an award-winning novel that Iris published posthumously
after Laura’s suicide, but as Iris unravels the tangled threads of past deceit, it soon becomes clear that
nothing is as it seems The Blind Assassin was the winner of the 2000 Man Booker Prize, and remains
one of Atwood’s best-known novels. Find out everything you need to know about The Blind Assassin in
a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot
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summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

All My Friends Are Superheroes
Now a Hulu Original Series The Handmaid’s Tale is a novel of such power that the reader will be unable
to forget its images and its forecast. Set in the near future, it describes life in what was once the United
States and is now called the Republic of Gilead, a monotheocracy that has reacted to social unrest and a
sharply declining birthrate by reverting to, and going beyond, the repressive intolerance of the original
Puritans. The regime takes the Book of Genesis absolutely at its word, with bizarre consequences for the
women and men in its population. The story is told through the eyes of Offred, one of the unfortunate
Handmaids under the new social order. In condensed but eloquent prose, by turns cool-eyed, tender,
despairing, passionate, and wry, she reveals to us the dark corners behind the establishment’s calm
facade, as certain tendencies now in existence are carried to their logical conclusions. The Handmaid’s
Tale is funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether convincing. It is at once scathing satire, dire
warning, and a tour de force. It is Margaret Atwood at her best.

Flicker
A powerfully and brilliantly crafted novel, Bodily Harm is the story of Rennie Wilford, a young
journalist whose life has begun to shatter around the edges. Rennie flies to the Caribbean to recuperate,
and on the tiny island of St. Antoine she is confronted by a world where her rules for survival no longer
apply. By turns comic, satiric, relentless, and terrifying, Margaret Atwood's Bodily Harm is ultimately
an exploration of the lust for power, both sexual and political, and the need for compassion that goes
beyond what we ordinarily mean by love.
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