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Beyond the Ruby Veil
Vintage Readers are a perfect introduction to some of the greatest modern writers presented in attractive, accessible
paperback editions. “Murakami’s bold willingness to go straight over the top is a signal indication of his genius. . . . A worldclass writer who has both eyes open and takes big risks.” —The Washington Post Book World Not since Yukio Mishima and
Yasunari Kawabata has a Japanese writer won the international acclaim enjoyed by Haruki Murakami. His genre-busting novels,
short stories and reportage, which have been translated into 35 languages, meld the surreal and the hard-boiled, deadpan
comedy and delicate introspection. Vintage Murakami includes the opening chapter of the international bestseller Norwegian
Wood; “Lieutenant Mamiya’s Long Story: Parts I and II” from his monumental novel The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle; “Shizuko
Akashi” from Underground, his non-fiction book on the Toyko subway attack of 1995; and the short stories “Barn Burning,”
“Honeypie.” Also included, for the first time in book form, the short story, “Ice Man.”

A Wild Sheep Chase
Part romance, part detective story, Sputnik Sweetheart tells the story of a tangled triangle of uniquely unrequited love. K is
madly in love with his best friend, Sumire, but her devotion to a writerly life precludes her from any personal commitments. At
least, that is, until she meets an older woman to whom she finds herself irresistibly drawn. When Sumire disappears from an
island off the coast of Greece, K is solicited to join the search party—and finds himself drawn back into her world and beset by
ominous visions. Subtle and haunting, Sputnik Sweetheart is a profound meditation on human longing.

The Art of the Story
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Kafka on the Shore
Wind/Pinball includes Haruki Murakami's first two novels, published back-to-back, available for the first time in English outside
Japan. With a new introduction by the author. Published as a reversible hardback 'If you're the sort of guy who raids the
refrigerators of silent kitchens at three o'clock in the morning, you can only write accordingly. That's who I am.' Hear the Wind
Sing and Pinball, 1973 are Haruki Murakami's earliest novels. They follow the fortunes of the narrator and his friend, known
only by his nickname, the Rat. In Hear the Wind Sing the narrator is home from college on his summer break. He spends his
time drinking beer and smoking in J's Bar with the Rat, listening to the radio, thinking about writing and the women he has slept
with, and pursuing a relationship with a girl with nine fingers. Three years later, in Pinball, 1973, he has moved to Tokyo to
work as a translator and live with indistinguishable twin girls, but the Rat has remained behind, despite his efforts to leave both
the town and his girlfriend. The narrator finds himself haunted by memories of his own doomed relationship but also, more
bizarrely, by his short-lived obsession with playing pinball in J's Bar. This sends him on a quest to find the exact model of
pinball machine he had enjoyed playing years earlier: the three-flipper Spaceship.

An Unwritten Novel
From the American West to the Siberian coast, from Hollywood to the boxing ring, here are timeless tales of war, mystery,
romance, crime, and punishment as only Louis L'Amour can tell them. These stories are vintage L'Amour: A hard-bitten cattle
driver is pitted against a man trying to steal his woman, the disappearance of a thousand head of cattle, and a plot to frame him
for murder.A private eye visits a remote mining town on a case involving a sexy widow, an uneasy lawman, and a fortune in
gold buried in an abandoned mine shaft.A country boy with a good right hand must fight not only his vicious opponent in the
ring but the ruthless gangsters who'll do anything for profit-even commit cold-blooded murder.A young woman stranded in an
isolated harbor must survive the wilderness and a brutal battle of wits with a sadistic fortune hunter. Here is the trademark
blend of action, suspense, historical detail, and unforgettable characters that have made Louis L'Amour one of the world's most
extraordinary writers.

Kojiki
Stunning and elegiac, Norwegian Wood first propelled Haruki Murakami into the forefront of the literary scene. Toru, a serious
young college student in Tokyo, is devoted to Naoko, a beautiful and introspective young woman, but their mutual passion is
marked by the tragic death of their best friend years before. As Naoko retreats further into her own world, Toru finds himself
drawn to a fiercely independent and sexually liberated young woman. A magnificent coming-of-age story steeped in nostalgia,
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Norwegian Wood blends the music, the mood, and the ethos that were the sixties with a young man’s hopeless and heroic first
love.

The Elephant Vanishes
A “captivating” portrait of a long marriage and a meditation on how chance can affect life from the National Book Award winner
(The Washington Post). “His hand is growing cold, still she holds it” is how this novel that contemplates love, after a husband’s
sudden death, begins. This riveting and deeply moving story unfolds over a single night, as Nina, numb with grief, sits at the
bedside of her husband, Philip, whose unexpected death is the reason for her lonely vigil. There, she recalls the defining
moments of their forty-three-year-long union, beginning with their meeting in Paris. She is an artist, he a mathematician—a
collision of two different worlds that merged to form an intricate and passionate love. As Nina revisits select memories—real
and imagined—Lily Tuck reveals the intimacies, dark secrets, and overwhelming joys that shaped the couple’s life together.

Dad's Maybe Book
Dance Dance Dance—a follow-up to A Wild Sheep Chase—is a tense, poignant, and often hilarious ride through Murakami’s
Japan, a place where everything that is not up for sale is up for grabs. As Murakami’s nameless protagonist searches for a
mysteriously vanished girlfriend, he is plunged into a wind tunnel of sexual violence and metaphysical dread. In this propulsive
novel, featuring a shabby but oracular Sheep Man, one of the most idiosyncratically brilliant writers at work today fuses
together science fiction, the hardboiled thriller, and white-hot satire.

Who We're Reading When We're Reading Murakami
The twenty-four stories that make up Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman generously express the incomparable Haruki Murakami’s
mastery of the form. Here are animated crows, a criminal monkey, and an ice man, as well as the dreams that shape us and the
things we might wish for. From the surreal to the mundane, these stories exhibit Murakami’s ability to transform the full range
of human experience in ways that are instructive, surprising, and entertaining.

Dance Dance Dance
From the best-selling author of The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle and After Dark, a rich and revelatory memoir about writing and
running, and the integral impact both have made on his life. In 1982, having sold his jazz bar to devote himself to writing,
Haruki Murakami began running to keep fit. A year later, he’d completed a solo course from Athens to Marathon, and now,
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after dozens of such races, not to mention triathlons and a slew of critically acclaimed books, he reflects upon the influence the
sport has had on his life and–even more important–on his writing. Equal parts training log, travelogue, and reminiscence, this
revealing memoir covers his four-month preparation for the 2005 New York City Marathon and includes settings ranging from
Tokyo’s Jingu Gaien gardens, where he once shared the course with an Olympian, to the Charles River in Boston among young
women who outpace him. Through this marvellous lens of sport emerges a cornucopia of memories and insights: the eureka
moment when he decided to become a writer, his greatest triumphs and disappointments, his passion for vintage LPs, and the
experience, after the age of fifty, of seeing his race times improve and then fall back. By turns funny and sobering, playful and
philosophical, What I Talk About When I Talk About Running is both for fans of this masterful yet guardedly private writer and
for the exploding population of athletes who find similar satisfaction in distance running.

Hard-Boiled Wonderland and the End of the World
From internationally acclaimed author Haruki Murakami—a fantastical illustrated short novel about a boy imprisoned in a
nightmarish library. Opening the flaps on this unique little book, readers will find themselves immersed in the strange world of
best-selling Haruki Murakami's wild imagination. The story of a lonely boy, a mysterious girl, and a tormented sheep man
plotting their escape from a nightmarish library, the book is like nothing else Murakami has written. Designed by Chip Kidd and
fully illustrated, in full color, throughout, this small format, 96 page volume is a treat for book lovers of all ages. From the
Trade Paperback edition.

A Study Guide for Haruki Murakami's "The Elephant Vanishes"
From the twisted alleyways of the ancient medina of F s to a marriage festival high in the Atlas Mountains, Deborah
Rodriguez’s entrancing new bestseller is a modern story of forbidden love set in the sensual landscape of North Africa. Author
of The Little Coffee Shop of Kabul and The Zanzibar Wife. Amina Bennis has come back to her childhood home in Morocco to
attend her sister’s wedding. The time has come for her to confront her strict, traditionalist father with the secret she has kept
for more than a year – her American husband, Max. Amina’s best friend, Charlie, and Charlie’s feisty grandmother, Bea, have
come along for moral support, staying with Amina and her family in their palatial riad in F s and enjoying all that the city has
to offer. But Charlie is also hiding someone from her past – a mystery man from Casablanca. And then there’s Samira, the
Bennises’ devoted housekeeper for many decades. Hers is the biggest secret of all – one that strikes at the very heart of the
family. As things begin to unravel behind the ancient walls of the medina, the four women are soon caught in a web of lies,
clandestine deals and shocking confessions . . .

The Moroccan Daughter
Page 4/14

Read Book The Elephant Vanishes Stories
The year is l854. In Paris, Francisco Solano -- the future dictator of Paraguay -- begins his courtship of the young, beautiful
Irish courtesan Ella Lynch with a poncho, a Paraguayan band, and ahorse named Mathilde. Ella follows Franco to Asunci n and
reigns there as his mistress. Isolated and estranged in this new world, she embraces her lover's ill-fated imperial dream -- one
fueled by a heedless arrogance that will devastate all of Paraguay. With the urgency of the narrative, rich and intimate detail,
and a wealth of skillfully layered characters, The News from Paraguay recalls the epic novels of Gabriel Garc a M rquez and
Mario Vargas Llosa.

Wind / Pinball
Every civilization has its myths. Only one is true. When eighteen year old Keiko Yamada’s father dies unexpectedly, he leaves
behind a one way ticket to Japan, an unintelligible death poem about powerful Japanese spirits and their gigantic, beast-like
Guardians, and the cryptic words: “Go to Japan in my place. Find the Gate. My camera will show you the way.” Alone and
afraid, Keiko travels to Tokyo, determined to fulfil her father’s dying wish. There, beneath glittering neon signs, her father’s
death poem comes to life. Ancient spirits spring from the shadows. Chaos envelops the city, and as Keiko flees its burning
streets, her guide, the beautiful Yui Akiko, makes a stunning confession – that she, Yui, is one of a handful of spirits left behind
to defend the world against the most powerful among them: a once noble spirit now insane. Keiko must decide if she will
honour her father’s heritage and take her rightful place among the gods. File Under: Fantasy

Beyond the Great Snow Mountains
South of the Border, West of the Sun is the beguiling story of a past rekindled, and one of Haruki Murakami’s most touching
novels. Hajime has arrived at middle age with a loving family and an enviable career, yet he feels incomplete. When a childhood
friend, now a beautiful woman, shows up with a secret from which she is unable to escape, the fault lines of doubt in Hajime’s
quotidian existence begin to give way. Rich, mysterious, and quietly dazzling, in South of the Border, West of the Sun the
simple arc of one man’s life becomes the exquisite literary terrain of Murakami’s remarkable genius.

Men Without Women
Set against the rise of fascism in 1930s Europe, While England Sleeps tells the story of a love affair between Brian Botsford,
an upper-class young English writer, and Edward Phelan, an idealistic employee of the London Underground and member of the
Communist Party. Though far better educated than Edward, Brian is also far more callow, convinced that his homosexuality is
something he will outgrow. Edward, on the other hand, possesses "an unproblematic capacity to accept?? both Brian and the
unorthodox nature of their love for each other-until one day, at the urging of his wealthy aunt Constance, Brian agrees to be set
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up with a "suitable?? young woman named Philippa Archibald . . . Pushed to the point of crisis, Edward flees, volunteering to
fight Franco in Spain, where he ends up in prison. And Brian, feeling responsible for Edward's plight, must pursue him across
Europe, and into the chaos of war.

Sputnik Sweetheart
A stunning short story about perspective and reality compared to the power of imagination and the ease of losing yourself in
your own thoughts.

Vintage Murakami
A Study Guide for Haruki Murakami's "The Elephant Vanishes," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students.
This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your
research needs.

While England Sleeps
Two dozen select prayer poems to learn from and live with Poetry and prayer are closely related. We often look to poets to
give language to our deepest hopes, fears, losses—and prayers. Poets slow us down. They teach us to stop and go in before we
go on. They play at the edges of mystery, holding a tension between line and sentence, between sense and reason, between
the transcendent and the deeply, comfortingly familiar. When Poets Pray contains thoughtful meditations by Marilyn McEntyre
on choice poems/prayers and poems about prayer. Her beautifully written reflections are contemplative exercises, not
scholarly analyses, meant more as invitation than instruc tion. Here McEntyre shares gifts that she herself has received from
poets who pray, or who reflect on prayer, believing that they have other gifts to offer readers seeking spiritual companionship
along our pilgrim way. POETS DISCUSSED IN THIS BOOK Hildegard of Bingen Lucille Clifton Walter Chalmers Smith Robert
Frost Wendell Berry Joy Harjo John Donne Gerard Manley Hopkins Said Marilyn McEntyre George Herbert Thomas Merton
Denise Levertov Scott Cairns Mary Oliver Marin Sorescu T. S. Eliot Richard Wilbur Francisco X. Alarcon Anna Kamienska
Michael Chitwood Psalm 139:1-12

The Elephant Vanishes
This collection of short stories, including many new translations, is the first to span the whole of Japan's modern era from the
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end of the nineteenth century to the present day. Beginning with the first writings to assimilate and rework Western literary
traditions, through the flourishing of the short story genre in the cosmopolitan atmosphere of the Taisho era, to the new breed
of writers produced under the constraints of literary censorship, and the current writings reflecting the pitfalls and paradoxes
of modern life, this anthology offers a stimulating survey of the development of the Japanese short story. Various indigenous
traditions, in addition to those drawn from the West, recur throughout the stories: stories of the self, of the Water Trade
(Tokyo's nightlife of geishas and prostitutes), of social comment, love and obsession, legends and fairytales. This collection
includes the work of two Nobel prize-winners: Kawabata and Oe, the talented women writers Hirabayashi, Euchi, Okamoto, and
Hayashi, together with the acclaimed Tanizaki, Mishima, and Murakami. The introduction by Theodore Goossen gives insight
into these exotic and enigmatic, sometimes disturbing stories, derived from the lyrical roots of Japanese literature with its
distinctive stress on atmosphere and beauty.

Scandalous Women
Best-selling author Tim O’Brien shares wisdom from a life in letters, lessons learned in wartime, and the challenges, humor,
and rewards of raising two sons. “We are all writing our maybe books full of maybe tomorrows, and each maybe tomorrow
brings another maybe tomorrow, and then another, until the last line of the last page receives its period.” In 2003, already an
older father, National Book Award–winning novelist Tim O’Brien resolved to give his young sons what he wished his own
father had given to him—a few scraps of paper signed “Love, Dad.” Maybe a word of advice. Maybe a sentence or two about
some long-ago Christmas Eve. Maybe some scattered glimpses of their rapidly aging father, a man they might never really
know. For the next fifteen years, the author talked to his sons on paper, as if they were adults, imagining what they might want
to hear from a father who was no longer among the living. O’Brien traverses the great variety of human experience and
emotion, moving from soccer games to warfare to risqu lullabies, from alcoholism to magic shows to history lessons to
bittersweet bedtime stories, but always returning to a father’s soul-saving love for his sons. The result is Dad’s Maybe Book,
a funny, tender, wise, and enduring literary achievement that will squeeze the reader’s heart with joy and recognition.

First Impressions
The long-awaited magnum opus from Haruki Murakami, in which this revered and bestselling author gives us his hypnotically
addictive, mind-bending ode to George Orwell's 1984. The year is 1984. Aomame is riding in a taxi on the expressway, in a
hurry to carry out an assignment. Her work is not the kind that can be discussed in public. When they get tied up in traffic, the
taxi driver suggests a bizarre 'proposal' to her. Having no other choice she agrees, but as a result of her actions she starts to
feel as though she is gradually becoming detached from the real world. She has been on a top secret mission, and her next job
leads her to encounter the superhuman founder of a religious cult. Meanwhile, Tengo is leading a nondescript life but wishes to
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become a writer. He inadvertently becomes involved in a strange disturbance that develops over a literary prize. While
Aomame and Tengo impact on each other in various ways, at times by accident and at times intentionally, they come closer and
closer to meeting. Eventually the two of them notice that they are indispensable to each other. Is it possible for them to ever
meet in the real world?

1Q84
Whereas the text of modernity thrived on its rhythms, symbols, and representations of beauty, and above all on its
impersonality, postmodernity in the late decades of the twentieth century sought relationships outside the text - those between
literature and history, philosophy, psychology, society, and culture. The exploration of such relationships is literary to
postmodernity as it is ancillary to modernity."--BOOK JACKET.

Desire
The six stories in Haruki Murakami’s mesmerizing collection are set at the time of the catastrophic 1995 Kobe earthquake,
when Japan became brutally aware of the fragility of its daily existence. But the upheavals that afflict Murakami’s characters
are even deeper and more mysterious, emanating from a place where the human meets the inhuman. An electronics salesman
who has been abruptly deserted by his wife agrees to deliver an enigmatic package—and is rewarded with a glimpse of his true
nature. A man who has been raised to view himself as the son of God pursues a stranger who may or may not be his human
father. A mild-mannered collection agent receives a visit from a giant talking frog who enlists his help in saving Tokyo from
destruction. As haunting as dreams, as potent as oracles, the stories in After the Quake are further proof that Murakami is one
of the most visionary writers at work today. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Wind/Pinball
“Haruki Murakami’s Men Without Women examines what happens to characters without important women in their lives; it'll
move you and confuse you and sometimes leave you with more questions than answers.” —Barack Obama Across seven tales,
Haruki Murakami brings his powers of observation to bear on the lives of men who, in their own ways, find themselves alone.
Here are lovesick doctors, students, ex-boyfriends, actors, bartenders, and even Kafka’s Gregor Samsa, brought together to
tell stories that speak to us all. In Men Without Women Murakami has crafted another contemporary classic, marked by the
same wry humor and pathos that have defined his entire body of work.

The Strange Library
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You’ve just passed someone on the street who could be the love of your life, the person you’re destined for – what do you do?
In Murakami’s world, you tell them a story. The five weird and wonderful tales collected here each unlock the many-tongued
language of desire, whether it takes the form of hunger, lust, sudden infatuation or the secret longings of the heart. Selected
from Haruki’s Murakami’s short story collections The Elephant Vanishes, Blind Willow Sleeping Woman, Men Without Women
VINTAGE MINIS: GREAT MINDS. BIG IDEAS. LITTLE BOOKS. A series of short books by the world’s greatest writers on
the experiences that make us human Also in the Vintage Minis series: Love by Jeanette Winterson Psychedelics by Aldous
Huxley Eating by Nigella Lawson Summer by Laurie Lee

I Married You for Happiness
Quirky and utterly captivating, A Wild Sheep Chase is Murakami at his astounding best. An advertising executive receives a
postcard from a friend and casually appropriates the image for an advertisement. What he doesn’t realize is that included in the
scene is a mutant sheep with a star on its back, and in using this photo he has unwittingly captured the attention of a man who
offers a menacing ultimatum: find the sheep or face dire consequences. Thus begins a surreal and elaborate quest that takes
readers from Tokyo to the remote mountains of northern Japan, where the unnamed protagonist has a surprising confrontation
with his demons.

The Oxford Book of Japanese Short Stories
Reading is a revolutionary act, an act of engagement in a culture that wants us to disengage. In The Lost Art of Reading, David
L. Ulin asks a number of timely questions - why is literature important? What does it offer, especially now? Blending
commentary with memoir, Ulin addresses the importance of the simple act of reading in an increasingly digital culture. Reading
a book, flipping through hard pages, or shuffling them on screen - it doesn't matter. The key is the act of reading, and it's
seriousness and depth. Ulin emphasizes the importance of reflection and pause allowed by stopping to read a book, and the
accompanying focus required to let the mind run free in a world that is not one's own. Are we willing to risk our collective
interest in contemplation, nuanced thinking, and empathy? Far from preaching to the choir, The Lost Art of Reading is a call to
arms, or rather, to pages.

The Lost Art of Reading
In this hyperkinetic and relentlessly inventive novel, Japan’s most popular (and controversial) fiction writer hurtles into the
consciousness of the West. Hard-Boiled Wonderland and the End of the World draws readers into a narrative particle
accelerator in which a split-brained data processor, a deranged scientist, his shockingly undemure granddaughter, Lauren
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Bacall, Bob Dylan, and various thugs, librarians, and subterranean monsters collide to dazzling effect. What emerges is
simultaneously cooler than zero and unaffectedly affecting, a hilariously funny and deeply serious meditation on the nature and
uses of the mind. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Norwegian Wood
A wide-ranging collection of short stories celebrates the postwar masters of the form, including Russell Banks, T. C. Boyle,
Amos Oz, Martin Amis, Salman Rushdie, Ann Beatie, Margaret Atwood, Joyce Carol Oates, Ben Okri, Angela Cater, and many
others. Reprint.

End of the Drive
Throughout history women have caused wars, defied the rules, and brought men to their knees. The famous and the infamous,
queens, divorc es, actresses, and outlaws have created a ruckus during their lifetimes-turning heads while making waves.
Scandalous Women tells the stories of the risk takers who have flouted convention, beaten the odds, and determined the course
of world events. *When Cleopatra (69 BC-30 BC) wasn't bathing in asses' milk, the last pharaoh of the Ptolemaic dynasty ruled
Egypt and forged an important political alliance with Rome against her enemies-until her dalliance with Marc Antony turned the
empire against her. *Emilie du Ch telet (1706-1748), a mathematician, physicist, author, and paramour of one of the greatest
minds in France, Voltaire, shocked society with her unorthodox lifestyle and intellectual prowess-and became a leader in the
study of theoretical physics in France at a time when the sciences were ruled by men. *Long before Rosa Parks refused to give
up her seat on the bus, Ida B. Wells-Barnett (1862-1928) fought to end discrimination and the terrible crime of lynching and
helped found the NAACP, but became known as a difficult woman for her refusal to compromise and was largely lost in the
annals of history. *Gertrude Bell (1868-1926) had a passion for archaeology and languages, and left her privileged world
behind to become one of the foremost chroniclers of British imperialism in the Middle East, and one of the architects of the
modern nation of Iraq.

The News from Paraguay
When a man's favourite elephant vanishes, the balance of his whole life is subtly upset. A couple's midnight hunger pangs drive
them to hold up a McDonald's. A woman finds she is irresistible to a small green monster that burrows through her front
garden. An insomniac wife wakes up in a twilight world of semi-consciousness in which anything seems possible - even death.
In every one of these stories Murakami makes a determined assault on the normal. ** Murakami’s new novel is coming **
COLORLESS TSUKURU TAZAKI AND HIS YEARS OF PILGRIMAGE 'The reason why death had such a hold on Tsukuru
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Tazaki was clear. One day his four closest friends, the friends he’d known for a long time, announced that they did not want to
see him, or talk with him, ever again'

Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman
Includes the story "Barn Burning" which is now the basis for the major motion picture Burning In the tales that make up The
Elephant Vanishes, the imaginative genius that has made Haruki Murakami an international superstar is on full display. In these
stories, a man sees his favorite elephant vanish into thin air; a newlywed couple suffers attacks of hunger that drive them to
hold up a McDonald’s in the middle of the night; and a young woman discovers that she has become irresistible to a little green
monster who burrows up through her backyard. By turns haunting and hilarious, in The Elephant Vanishes Murakami crosses
the border between separate realities—and comes back bearing remarkable treasures

South of the Border, West of the Sun
NATIONAL BESTSELLER In the spring of 1978, a young Haruki Murakami sat down at his kitchen table and began to write.
The result: two remarkable short novels—Hear the Wind Sing and Pinball, 1973—that launched the career of one of the most
acclaimed authors of our time. These powerful, at times surreal, works about two young men coming of age—the unnamed
narrator and his friend the Rat—are stories of loneliness, obsession, and eroticism. They bear all the hallmarks of Murakami’s
later books, and form the first two-thirds, with A Wild Sheep Chase, of the trilogy of the Rat. Widely available in English for the
first time ever, newly translated, and featuring a new introduction by Murakami himself, Wind/Pinball gives us a fascinating
insight into a great writer’s beginnings. From the Hardcover edition.

Postmodernity and Cross-culturalism
A dark, queer YA fantasy that's perfect for fans of the Three Dark Crowns series and Wicked Saints. After Emanuela Ragno
kills the one person in Occhia who can create water, she must find a way to save her city from dying of thirst. Emanuela Ragno
always gets what she wants. With her daring mind and socialite schemes, she refuses to be the demure young lady everyone
wants her to be. In her most ambitious move yet, she's about to marry Alessandro Morandi, her childhood best friend and the
heir to the wealthiest house in Occhia. Emanuela doesn't care that she and her groom are both gay, because she doesn't want a
love match. She wants power, and through Ale, she'll have it all. But Emanuela has a secret that could shatter her plans. In the
city of Occhia, the only source of water is the watercrea, a mysterious being who uses magic to make water from blood. When
their first bruise-like omen appears on their skin, all Occhians must surrender themselves to the watercrea to be drained of
life. Everyone throughout history has given themselves up for the greater good. Everyone except Emanuela. She's kept the tiny
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omen on her hip out of sight for years. When the watercrea exposes Emanuela during her wedding ceremony and takes her to
be sacrificed, Emanuela fights back . . . and kills her. Now Occhia has no one to make their water and no idea how to get more.
In a race against time, Emanuela and Ale must travel through the mysterious, blood-red veil that surrounds their city to
uncover the secrets of the watercrea's magic and find a way to save their people -- no matter what it takes.

Birthday Stories
BEST OF THE WEST A veteran trail driver, who has survived thundering stampedes and Comanche raids, discovers there’s
nothing so dangerous as courting a beautiful woman. . . . A brutally beaten homesteader crawls off to die—only to stumble upon
an ancient talisman that restores his will to live. . . . This treasure trove of stories captures the grit, grandeur, and the glory of
the men and women who wielded pistol and plow, Bible and branding iron to tame a wild country. A mysterious preacher rides
into town to deliver a warning that leads to a surprising revelation. . . . And in the full-length novella Rustler Roundup, the
hardworking citizens of a law-abiding town are pushed to the edge as rumors of rustlers in their midst threaten to turn neighbor
against neighbor. Each of these unforgettable tales bears the master’s touch—comic twists, stark realism, crackling
suspense—all the elements that have made Louis L’Amour an American legend. From the Paperback edition.

What I Talk About When I Talk About Running
How did a loner destined for a niche domestic audience become one of the most famous writers alive? A "fascinating" look at
the "business of bringing a best-selling novelist to a global audience" (The Atlantic) and a “rigorous” exploration of the role of
translators and editors in the creation of literary culture (The Paris Review). Thirty years ago, when Haruki Murakami’s
works were first being translated, they were part of a series of pocket-size English-learning guides released only in Japan.
Today his books can be read in fifty languages and have won prizes and sold millions of copies globally. How did a loner
destined for a niche domestic audience become one of the most famous writers alive? This book tells one key part of the story.
Its cast includes an expat trained in art history who never intended to become a translator; a Chinese American ex-academic
who never planned to work as an editor; and other publishing professionals in New York, London, and Tokyo who together
introduced a pop-inflected, unexpected Japanese voice to the wider literary world. David Karashima synthesizes research,
correspondence, and interviews with dozens of individuals—including Murakami himself—to examine how countless behind-thescenes choices over the course of many years worked to build an internationally celebrated author’s persona and oeuvre. His
careful look inside the making of the “Murakami Industry" uncovers larger questions: What role do translators and editors play
in framing their writers’ texts? What does it mean to translate and edit “for a market”? How does Japanese culture get
packaged and exported for the West?
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When Poets Pray
When a man's favourite elephant vanishes, the balance of his whole life is subtly upset; a couple's midnight hunger pangs drive
them to hold up a McDonald's; a woman finds she is irresistible to a small green monster that burrows through her front
garden; an insomniac wife wakes up to a twilight world of semi-consciousness in which anything seems possible - even death.
In every one of the stories that make up The Elephant Vanishes, Murakami makes a determined assault on the normal. He has a
deadpan genius for dislocating realities to uncover the surreal in the everyday, the extraordinary in the ordinary.

The Elephant Vanishes
Kafka on the Shore displays one of the world’s great storytellers at the peak of his powers. Here we meet a teenage boy,
Kafka Tamura, who is on the run, and Nakata, an aging simpleton who is drawn to Kafka for reasons that he cannot fathom. As
their paths converge, acclaimed author Haruki Murakami enfolds readers in a world where cats talk, fish fall from the sky, and
spirits slip out of their bodies to make love or commit murder, in what is a truly remarkable journey.

After the Quake
What will you get for your birthday this year? A chance to see into the future? Or a reminder of the imperfect past? In this
enviable gathering, Haruki Murakami has chosen for his party some of the very best short story writers of recent years, each
with their own birthday experiences, each story a snapshot of life on a single day. Including stories by Russell Banks, Ethan
Canin, Raymond Carver, David Foster Wallace, Denis Johnson, Claire Keegan, Andrea Lee, Daniel Lyons, Lewis Robinson,
Lynda Sexson, Paul Theroux, William Trevor and Haruki Murakami, this anthology captures a range of emotions evoked by
advancing age and the passing of time, from events fondly recalled to the impact of appalling tragedy. Previously published in a
Japanese translation by Haruki Murakami, this English edition contains a specially written introduction.
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