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The Last Illusion
Set in an African village, this follow-up to the Man Booker
Prize–winning novel is “sometimes whimsical, sometimes
bawdy . . . Fraught with wild visions” (The Times). “All is not
well in the African village where Azaro lives. The child
narrator of poet and novelist Okri’s The Famished Road, who
had outwitted death in the previous book, again relates the
oppressive events that continue to plague his village and his
family. While political factionalization shatters the
community's cohesiveness, the prodigious bar owner
Madame Koto, chief exponent of the ‘Party of the Rich,’
alternately exudes portentous metaphysical malaise and
miraculous erotic force. Little Azaro, himself touched and
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distracted by a series of animuses, follows the heels of ‘dad,’
who is a resounding vessel, by turns, of cantankerous
egotism and abased self-sacrifice. This Nigerian epic reveals
a violent provincial world, opaque with magical spirits which
place horrendous ethical demands on fragile and fickle
humanity, as if to test each individual for a thread of virtuous
constancy at the core. Events drench the essentially linear
narrative with all the ruthless sensuousness of a tropical
storm, and Okri’s prose is lucid and deft.” —Publishers Weekly
“Okri conjures up the fabulous with the same ease as he
affectingly details the ways of the human spirit in a lovingly
evoked African setting teeming with life—both real and mythic .
. . Stunning.” —Kirkus Reviews “Once again we’re bedazzled
and bedeviled by Okri’s phantasmagoric prose and the
strange and wondrous sensibility of Azaro, a spirit-child living
in a poor African village.” —Booklist “Both a love story and an
account of the political turmoil between the parties of Rich
and Poor.” —The Independent “Passages of extraordinary
beauty . . . Okri paints a convincing surrealist picture.” —The
Sunday Times

In Arcadia
Booker-Prize winner Ben Okri blends the African oral
storytelling tradition with Magical Realism in this mesmerizing
collection of short stories. Incidents at the Shrine is the first
collection of stories by the author of 1991 Booker Prizewinning novel, The Famished Road. Whether the subject is a
child's eye view of the Nigerian Civil War, Lagos and the spirit
world or dispossession in a decaying British inner city, Okri's
lyrical, poetic and humorous prose recreates the known and
the unknown world with startling power.
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A Way of Being Free
The Iranian-American author’s award-winning debut
examines an immigrant’s coming of age with “punchy
conversation, vivid detail [and] sharp humor” (The New York
Times Book Review). Growing up in the United States,
Xerxes Adam’s understanding of his Iranian heritage
vacillates from typical teenage embarrassment to something
so tragic it can barely be spoken. His father, Darius, is
obsessed with his own exile, and fantasizes about a
nonexistent daughter he can relate to better than his living
son. His mother changes her name and tries to make friends.
But neither of them helps Xerxes make sense of the terrifying,
violent last moments in a homeland he barely remembers. As
Xerxes grows up and moves to New York City, his major goal
in life is to completely separate from his parents. But after the
attacks of September 11th change New York forever, and
Xerxes meets a beautiful half-Iranian girl on the roof of his
building, he begins to realize that his heritage will never let
him go. Winner of the California Book Award Silver Medal in
First Fiction, Sons and Other Flammable Objects is a
sweeping, lyrical tale of suffering, redemption, and the role of
memory in making peace with our worlds. A New York Times
Book Review Editor’s Choice

Incidents at the Shrine
When Amos Tutuola's first novel, The Palm-Wine Drinkard,
appeared in 1952, it aroused exceptional worldwide interest.
Drawing on the West African Yoruba oral folktale tradition,
Tutuola described the odyssey of a devoted palm-wine
drinker through a nightmare of fantastic adventure. Since
then, The Palm-Wine Drinkard has been translated into more
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than 15 languages and has come to be regarded as a
masterwork of one of Africa's most influential writers.
Tutuola's second novel, My Life in the Bush of Ghosts,
recounts the fate of mortals who stray into the world of
ghosts, the heart of the tropical forest. Here, as every hunter
and traveler knows, mortals venture at great peril, and it is
here that a small boy is left alone.

Flowers and Shadows
"In Okri's dystopian version of our reality, the world is a
totalitarian state, ruled by an anonymous but powerful
authority known as the Hierarchy. When a woman goes
missing after painting a simple question--'Who is the
prisoner?'--on a public wall, her lover sets out to find (and
hopefully save) her. His journey takes him through a dismal
landscape, inhabited by people terrified of--but also
resisting--their subjugation." --BuzzFeed, one of BuzzFeed’s
Most Anticipated Books of 2020 "Man Booker–winner Okri's
modern allegory specifies and beautifully renders the impact
on the human spirit when people are deprived of history and
truth. Written with a striking simplicity that belies the
significance of its message, Okri's tale is especially resonant
in our current post-truth environment." --Booklist, Starred
review "Haunting and inspiringIn this story of political abuse
and existential angst, Okri employs a powerful and rare style
reminiscent of free verse and evoking a mythical timbre. This
is a vibrantly immediate and penetrating novel of ideas."
--Publishers Weekly, Starred review "Like George Orwell and
Margaret Atwood before him, the Booker Prize–winning Okri
writes a passionate cri de coeur, a clarion call to activists
everywhere to resist apathy and recognize that we are all on
this beautiful globe together and that it is ours to lose."
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--Library Journal "Okri's somber, fablelike novel is a call to
rally against oppressive institutions and for broader social
consciousness. In that regard, it's an inheritor of The
Handmaid's Tale, Fahrenheit 451, and Things Fall ApartOkri's
writing is sturdy and graceful, fully inhabiting the authoritative
tone of mythmaking." --Kirkus Reviews "The Freedom Artist is
a fable-like allegory set in a dystopian future in which the
'Hierarchy' is dominant, the citizens trapped and muted,
except sometimes when they are heard screaming in their
sleep. It is through this world that Karnak must travel to find
his lover, who has been arrested for asking the question:
'Who is the prisoner?'" --Literary Hub, one of the Most
Anticipated Books of 2020 Included in Publishers Weekly's
Literary Fiction Adult Announcements for Spring 2020;
Notable African-American Titles for Fall 2019-Spring 2020;
African-American Interest Adult Titles, Fall 2019–Spring 2020;
Science Fiction and Fantasy Preview for 2019-2020; and
Science Fiction and Fantasy Preview for 2019-2020 (African
Diaspora–inspired SFF)! "Where fiction's master of
enchantments stares down a real horror, and without blinking
or flinching, produces a work of beauty, grace, and
uncommon power." --Marlon James, author of Black Leopard,
Red Wolf In a world uncomfortably like our own, a young
woman called Amalantis is arrested for asking a question. Her
question is this: Who is the Prisoner? When Amalantis
disappears, her lover Karnak goes looking for her. He
searches desperately at first, then with a growing realization
that to find Amalantis, he must first understand the meaning
of her question. Karnak's search leads him into a terrifying
world of deception, oppression, and fear at the heart of which
lies the prison. Then Karnak discovers that he is not the only
one looking for the truth. The Freedom Artist is an
impassioned plea for justice and a penetrating examination of
how freedom is threatened in a post-truth society. In Ben
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Okri's most significant novel since the Booker Prize–winning
The Famished Road, he delivers a powerful and haunting call
to arms.

Magical Realism and the Postcolonial Novel
From Booker Prize-winner Ben Okri: a voyage into the
enduring myth of Arcadia and the mysterious painting it
inspired. A lyrical novel about art and enlightenment that
takes the reader from Waterloo Station in London to Paris
and a four hundred year old enigma, the painting by Nicolas
Poussin known as 'Et in Arcadia Ego'. 'We never write the
book we think we are writing. We never read the book we
think we are reading' BEN OKRI.

The Famished Road
A kaleidoscopic tale inspired by a legend from the medieval
Persian epic "Book of Kings" follows the coming-of-age of a
feral Middle Eastern youth in New York City on the eve of the
September 11 attacks. By the award-winning author of Sons
and Other Flammable Objects. 25,000 first printing.

The Mystery Feast
Set in the closing months of World War I, this towering novel
combines poetic intenstiy with gritty realism as it brings Pat
Barker’s Regeneration trilogy to its stunning conclusion. In
France, millions of men engaged in brutal trench warfare are
all “ghosts in the making.” In England, psychologist William
Rivers, with severe pangs of conscience, treats the mental
casualties of the war to make them whole enough to fight
again. One of these, Billy Prior, risen to the officer class from
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the working class, both courageous and sardonic, decides to
return to France with his fellow officer, poet Wilfred Owen, to
fight a war he no longer believes in. Meanwhile, Rivers,
enfevered by influenza returns in memory to his experience
studying a South Pacific tribe whose ethos amounted to a
culture of death. Across the gulf between his society and
theirs, Rivers begins to form connections that cast new light
on his—and our—understanding of war. Winner of the 1995
Booker Prize

Magic(al) Realism
Talk about unlucky sevens. An hour ago, seventeen-year-old,
seven months pregnant Novalee Nation was heading for
California with her boyfriend. Now she finds herself stranded
at a Wal-Mart in Sequoyah, Oklahoma, with just $7.77 in
change. But Novalee is about to discover hidden treasures in
this small Southwest town--a group of down-to-earth, deeply
caring people willing to help a homeless, jobless girl living
secretly in a Wal-Mart. From Bible-thumping blue-haired
Sister Thelma Husband to eccentric librarian Forney Hull who
loves Novalee more than she loves herself, they are about to
take her--and you, too--on a moving, funny, and unforgettable
journey to . . . Where the Heart Is.

A Fire in My Head
A magical novel, based on a Japanese folk tale, that imagines
how the life of a broken-hearted man is transformed when he
rescues an injured white crane that has landed in his
backyard. George Duncan is an American living and working
in London. At forty-eight, he owns a small print shop, is
divorced, and lonelier than he realizes. All of the women with
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whom he has relationships eventually leave him for being too
nice. But one night he is woken by an astonishing sound—a
terrific keening, which is coming from somewhere in his
garden. When he investigates he finds a great white crane, a
bird taller than even himself. It has been shot through the
wing with an arrow. Moved more than he can say, George
struggles to take out the arrow from the bird's wing, saving its
life before it flies away into the night sky. The next morning, a
shaken George tries to go about his daily life, retreating to the
back of his store and making cuttings from discarded books—a
harmless, personal hobby—when through the front door of the
shop a woman walks in. Her name is Kumiko, and she asks
George to help her with her own artwork. George is
dumbstruck by her beauty and her enigmatic nature, and
begins to fall desperately in love with her. She seems to hold
the potential to change his entire life, if he could only get her
to reveal the secret of who she is and why she has brought
her artwork to him. Witty, magical, and romantic, The Crane
Wife is a story of passion and sacrifice, that resonates on the
level of dream and myth. It is a novel that celebrates the
creative imagination, and the disruptive power of love.

Magical Realism in West African Fiction
A collection of exquisitely crafted essays by Ben Okri, one of
Britain's foremost poets, and a Booker Prize-winning novelist,
that explore such diverse themes as childhood and creativity,
beauty, censorship, art and politics. 'A single line,' writes Ben
Okri, 'can lead the mind to terraces of contemplation.
Naturally it depends on the line and the view.' This is a
collection of exquisitely crafted essays on themes as diverse
as childhood and creativity, beauty, censorship, art and
politics. They are responses to the world and the times we
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live in. They ask unsettling questions. They provoke thoughts
and they make us dream. 'Profound and enchanting' The
Times. 'There can be no mistaking Okri's passion and
intelligence. A powerful piece of work' Sunday Telegraph.

The Ghost Road
A powerful collection of new and recently completed poems
by Ben Okri covering topics of the day, such as the refugee
crisis, racism, Obama, the Grenfell Tower fire, and the
Corona outbreak. In our times of crisis The mind has its
powers This book brings together many of Ben Okri's most
acclaimed and politically charged poems. Some of them, like
'Grenfell Tower, June 2017', are already familiar. Published in
the Financial Times less than ten days after the fire, it was
played more than 6 million times on Channel 4's Facebook
page, and was retweeted by thousands on Twitter. 'NotreDame is Telling Us Something' was first read on BBC Radio
4, in the aftermath of the cathedral's near destruction. It
spoke eloquently of the despair that was felt around the
world. In 'shaved head poem', Ben Okri wrote of the
confusion and anxiety felt as the world grappled with a health
crisis unprecedented in our times. 'Breathing the Light' was
his response to the events of summer 2020, when a black
man died beneath the knee of a white policeman, a tragedy
sparking a movement for change. These poems, and others
including poems for Ken Saro-Wiwa, Barack Obama,
Amnesty and more, make this a uniquely powerful collection
that blends anger and tenderness with Ben Okri's inimitable
vision.

Bring Up the Bodies
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Unlock the more straightforward side of The Famished Road
with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This
engaging summary presents an analysis of The Famished
Road by Ben Okri, which follows the spirit child Azaro as he
navigates a world rife with poverty, violence and political
instability. Unlike most spirit children, Azaro has chosen to
remain in the world of the living instead of dying as an infant
and being reborn, but his experience of life is continually
shaped by his interactions with spirits and other magical
figures. The Famished Road won the Man Booker Prize in
1991 and is Ben Okri’s best-known work. He has also written
a number of other novels, as well as several collections of
poetry, essays and short stories. Find out everything you
need to know about The Famished Road in a fraction of the
time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you:
• A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes
and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format,
our publications are designed to accompany you on your
reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve
your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

The Palm-wine Drinkard ; And, My Life in the Bush
of Ghosts
This study contextualizes magical realism within current
debates and theories of postcoloniality and examines the
fiction of three of its West African pioneers: Syl Cheney-Coker
of Sierra Leone, Ben Okri of Nigeria and Kojo Laing of
Ghana. Brenda Cooper explores the distinct elements of the
genre in a West African context, and in relation to: * a range
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of global expressions of magical realism, from the work of
Gabriel Garcia Marquez to that of Salman Rushdie * wider
contemporary trends in African writing, with particular
attention to how the realism of authors such as Chinua
Achebe and Wole Soyinka has been connected with
nationalist agendas. This is a fascinating and important work
for all those working on African literature, magical realism, or
postcoloniality.

Enchantment
This epic poem by Booker Prize winner Ben Okri is an
intimate song of rage and restoration. It speaks to each new
moment and each person, like sunlight or like pain. It is an
anthem to our ascending dreams, and a hymn of inspiration.

Ways of Being Free
Saleem Sinai is born at the stroke of midnight on August 15,
1947, the very moment of India’s independence. Greeted by
fireworks displays, cheering crowds, and Prime Minister
Nehru himself, Saleem grows up to learn the ominous
consequences of this coincidence. His every act is mirrored
and magnified in events that sway the course of national
affairs; his health and well-being are inextricably bound to
those of his nation; his life is inseparable, at times
indistinguishable, from the history of his country. Perhaps
most remarkable are the telepathic powers linking him with
India’s 1,000 other “midnight’s children,” all born in that initial
hour and endowed with magical gifts. This novel is at once a
fascinating family saga and an astonishing evocation of a
vast land and its people–a brilliant incarnation of the universal
human comedy. Midnight’s Children stands apart as both an
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epochal work of fiction and a brilliant performance by one of
the great literary voices of our time. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

The Freedom Artist
WINNER OF THE BOOKER PRIZE ‘So long as we are alive,
so long as we feel, so long as we love, everything in us is an
energy we can use’ The narrator, Azaro, is an abiku, a spirit
child, who in the Yoruba tradition of Nigeria exists between
life and death. He is born into a world of poverty, ignorance
and injustice, but Azaro awakens with a smile on his face.
Nearly called back to the land of the dead, he is resurrected.
But in their efforts to save their child, Azaro's loving parents
are made destitute. The tension between the land of the
living, with its violence and political struggles, and the
temptations of the carefree kingdom of the spirits propels this
latter-day Lazarus's story. Despite belonging to a spirit world
made of enchantment, where there is no suffering, Azaro
chooses to stay in the land of the Living: to feel it, endure it,
know it and love it. This is his story. ‘In a magnificent feat of
sustained imaginative writing, Okri spins a tale that is epic
and intimate at the same time. The Famished Road rekindled
my sense of wonder. It made me, at age 50, look at the world
through the wide eyes of a child’ Michael Palin

The Luminaries
WINNER OF THE BOOKER PRIZE 'So long as we are alive,
so long as we feel, so long as we love, everything in us is an
energy we can use' The narrator, Azaro, is an abiku, a spirit
child, who in the Yoruba tradition of Nigeria exists between
life and death. He is born into a world of poverty, ignorance
Page 12/27

How To Download eBook The Famished Road
and injustice, but Azaro awakens with a smile on his face.
Nearly called back to the land of the dead, he is resurrected.
But in their efforts to save their child, Azaro's loving parents
are made destitute. The tension between the land of the
living, with its violence and political struggles, and the
temptations of the carefree kingdom of the spirits propels this
latter-day Lazarus's story. Despite belonging to a spirit world
made of enchantment, where there is no suffering, Azaro
chooses to stay in the land of the Living: to feel it, endure it,
know it and love it. This is his story. 'In a magnificent feat of
sustained imaginative writing, Okri spins a tale that is epic
and intimate at the same time. The Famished Road rekindled
my sense of wonder. It made me, at age 50, look at the world
through the wide eyes of a child' Michael Palin

An African Elegy
Starbook tells the tale of a prince and a maiden in a mythical
land where a golden age is ending. Their fragile story
considers the important questions we all face, exploring
creativity, wisdom, suffering and transcendence in a time
when imagination still ruled the world. A magnificent
achievement and a modern-day parable, Starbook offers a
vision of life far greater than ourselves.

Songs of Enchantment
From Booker Prize-winner Ben Okri: twelve of his most
controversial non-fiction pieces form this collection on the
theme of freedom. Ranging from the personal to the
analytical, covering subjects such as art, politics, storytelling
and creativity, A WAY OF BEING FREE confirms Okri's place
as one of the most inspiring of contemporary writers. 'All I
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wanted to do was to remind myself at all times to just sing my
song. To just sing it through all the difficulties and silences'
BEN OKRI.

Wolf Hall
This book rethinks the origins and nature of magical realism
and provides detailed readings of key novels by Asturias,
Carpentier, García Márquez, Rushdie, and Okri. Identifying
two different strands of the mode, one characterized by faith,
the other by irreverence, Warnes makes available a new
vocabulary for the discussion of magical realism.

Mental Fight
Winner of the Man Booker Prize: “Okri shares with García
Márquez a vision of the world as one of infinite possibility. . . .
A masterpiece” (The Boston Sunday Globe). Azaro is a spirit
child, an abiku, existing, according to the African tradition,
between life and death. Born into the human world, he must
experience its joys and tragedies. His spirit companions come
to him often, hounding him to leave his mortal world and join
them in their idyllic one. Azaro foresees a trying life ahead,
but he is born smiling. This is his story. When President Bill
Clinton first went to Africa he quoted from The Famished
Road, which has inspired literature, art, politics, and pop
songs—and even been referenced in an episode of The
Simpsons. A transformative story for all ages and all times, it
means many things to many people. Few contemporary
novels have aroused as much passion as this one. Indeed,
twenty-five years after its breakout publication, the iconic
story of Azaro’s travels continues to mesmerize new
generations. For readers of Things Fall Apart or One Hundred
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Years of Solitude, this Man Booker Prize–winning blend of
fabulism and gritty realism by the Nigerian author of
Astonishing the Gods and Dangerous Love is a “dazzling,
hypnotic” journey through Africa that “weaves the humblest
detail with the most extravagant flight of fancy to create an
astonishing fictional tapestry” (San Francisco Chronicle).
Already considered a classic of world literature, it is “a
masterpiece if ever one existed” (The Boston Sunday Globe).

Infinite Riches
As one of the most consistently exciting writers to emerge in
the last twenty-five years, Orson Scott Card has been
honored with numerous awards, immersing readers in
dazzling worlds only he could create. Now, in Enchantment,
Card works his magic as never before, transforming the
timeless story of Sleeping Beauty into an original fantasy
brimming with romance and adventure. The moment Ivan
stumbled upon a clearing in the dense Carpathian forest, his
life was forever changed. Atop a pedestal encircled by fallen
leaves, the beautiful princess Katerina lay still as death. But
beneath the foliage a malevolent presence stirred and sent
the ten-year-old Ivan scrambling for the safety of Cousin
Marek's farm. Now, years later, Ivan is an American graduate
student, engaged to be married. Yet he cannot forget that
long-ago day in the forest--or convince himself it was merely
a frightened boy's fantasy. Compelled to return to his native
land, Ivan finds the clearing just as he left it. This time he
does not run. This time he awakens the beauty with a kiss . . .
and steps into a world that vanished a thousand years ago. A
rich tapestry of clashing worlds and cultures, Enchantment is
a powerfully original novel of a love and destiny that
transcend centuries . . . and the dark force that stalks them
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across the ages. From the Hardcover edition.

The Famished Road
This is a story for all ages, set in a time and place best known
to lovers of fairytales and myths. It is a modern fable, a way of
understanding who we are now and how our search for
identity affects our perceptions and actions, shot through with
the gentle magic of Ben Okri's imaginative prose.
¿Astonishing the Gods is properly worked and exact, and
fulfils Calvino¿s prescription for lightness ¿ being like a bird
rather than a feather¿ New Statesman & Society

Where the Heart Is
"The seven years between the birth of Etgar Keret's son and
the death of his father were good years, though still full of
reasons to worry. Lev is born in the midst of a terrorist attack.
Etgar's father gets cancer. The threat of constant war looms
over their home and permeates daily life"--

Blood and Ink
Part thriller, part love story, this contemporary YA novel is
based on true-to-life events in Mali in 2012 and centers
around the power of individuals to take a stand against
terrorism. Kadi is the 15-year-old daughter of a librarian in
modern-day Timbuktu. Ali is the son of shepherds and has
been conscripted by the Defenders of Faith, an arm of Al
Qaeda. When these two teens meet, it's hate at first sight.
Forced together by a series of tumultous events, their feelings
slowly but persistently turn into something more, causing Kadi
to let her guard down and Ali to discover her family's secret
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hiding place for the manuscripts her family is tasked with
safeguarding. Kadi undertakes a dangerous operation to
smuggle the manuscripts out of the city, while Ali and his
military commander are soon in pursuit. Ali's loyalties will
never be more in question than when Kadi's life is in danger.

Sons and Other Flammable Objects
Set in the hustle of Lagos, a series of disturbing events strip
the young Jeffia Okwe of his innocence and reveal the
ruthlessness of his own father. The tragic climax of the tale
leaves Jeffia cleansed of the sins of his father, ready for adult
life and optimistic about the future.

Midnight's Children
In the ruthless arena of King Henry VIII's court, only one man
dares to gamble his life to win the king's favor and ascend to
the heights of political power England in the 1520s is a
heartbeat from disaster. If the king dies without a male heir,
the country could be destroyed by civil war. Henry VIII wants
to annul his marriage of twenty years, and marry Anne
Boleyn. The pope and most of Europe opposes him. The
quest for the king's freedom destroys his adviser, the brilliant
Cardinal Wolsey, and leaves a power vacuum. Into this
impasse steps Thomas Cromwell. Cromwell is a wholly
original man, a charmer and a bully, both idealist and
opportunist, astute in reading people and a demon of energy:
he is also a consummate politician, hardened by his personal
losses, implacable in his ambition. But Henry is volatile: one
day tender, one day murderous. Cromwell helps him break
the opposition, but what will be the price of his triumph? In
inimitable style, Hilary Mantel presents a picture of a halfPage 17/27
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made society on the cusp of change, where individuals fight
or embrace their fate with passion and courage. With a vast
array of characters, overflowing with incident, the novel recreates an era when the personal and political are separated
by a hairbreadth, where success brings unlimited power but a
single failure means death.

Starbook
Winner of the 2012 Man Booker Prize Winner of the 2012
Costa Book of the Year Award The sequel to Hilary Mantel's
2009 Man Booker Prize winner and New York Times
bestseller, Wolf Hall delves into the heart of Tudor history with
the downfall of Anne Boleyn Though he battled for seven
years to marry her, Henry is disenchanted with Anne Boleyn.
She has failed to give him a son and her sharp intelligence
and audacious will alienate his old friends and the noble
families of England. When the discarded Katherine dies in
exile from the court, Anne stands starkly exposed, the focus
of gossip and malice. At a word from Henry, Thomas
Cromwell is ready to bring her down. Over three terrifying
weeks, Anne is ensnared in a web of conspiracy, while the
demure Jane Seymour stands waiting her turn for the
poisoned wedding ring. But Anne and her powerful family will
not yield without a ferocious struggle. Hilary Mantel's Bring
Up the Bodies follows the dramatic trial of the queen and her
suitors for adultery and treason. To defeat the Boleyns,
Cromwell must ally with his natural enemies, the papist
aristocracy. What price will he pay for Anne's head? Bring Up
the Bodies is one of The New York Times' 10 Best Books of
2012, one of Publishers Weekly's Top 10 Best Books of 2012
and one of The Washington Post's 10 Best Books of 2012
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Prayer for the Living
"The third book in the epic trilogy published for the first time in
Vintage PB In the chaotic world of his African village, the spiritchild Azaro still watches the tumultous and tender lives of the
Living; of his father who has been imprisoned for a crime he
did not commit and of his mother who battles for justice. This
final chapter in Azaro's adventures is a explosive and
haunting climax to this masterful trilogy."

A Time for New Dreams
Topical and timely, Booker Prize–winning author Ben Okri's
new collection of short stories blurs parallel realities and
walks the line between darkness and magic. "A careerspanning story collection from the Booker Prize–winning
Nigerian writer that navigates the blurry line between dream
and reality'Alternative Realities Are True' is a dimensionwarping detective story worthy of Philip K. Dick, and 'Don KiOtah and the Ambiguity of Reading' is a Don Quixote satire
whose metafictional gamesmanship evokes Borges and
AchebeOkri skillfully embeds abstract ideas in concrete,
engaging storytellingMind-bending and provocative." --Kirkus
Reviews, STARRED Review "Booker-winner Okri delivers a
sprawling collection that spans continents, centuries, and the
border between the real and the supernaturalThis is as an
essential reminder of the timeless and vital nature of
storytelling." --Publishers Weekly "In Prayer for the Living,
Nigerian-born, British-based Booker Prize winner Okri ranges
worldwide in stories that test the boundaries of reality."
--Library Journal, Barbara Hoffert's Prepub Alert "Okri is
always good company and these twenty-odd tales showcase
his lucid prose and freewheeling imagination. The settings
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range from the Andes to Nigeria, and the common thread is
that what you see is only part of the storyA literary magiccarpet ride of shimmering beauty." --Daily Mail (UK) A Library
Journal top story collection for Fall 2020 "Booker Prize winner
Ben Okri's short stories in Prayer for the Living are timeous,
shocking, and perceptive." --Sunday Times (South Africa)
"Okri is a master of the genre: these fables are concise and
otherworldly. Resplendent and lingering, they capture an
ethereal plane between wakefulness and sleep with a
skewed, dreamlike brutality and beautyOkri's magnificent
twilight zone provides a surreal and unique insight." --The
Lady (UK) "The reader is in no doubt they are in the hands of
a master storyteller throughout." --Belfast Telegraph "An air of
magic hovers over many of the talesWhat really makes a tale,
Okri shows, is how it is told." --New Statesman "A series of
fables that make the reader question the nature of reality and
whether what one sees in the world can really be all there is."
--Irish Examiner "Polyphonic or cacophonous as you choose,
[these stories] read as if liberated from a single worldview, yet
are mindful of manyThey're food for thought." --Country Life
(UK) Playful, frightening, shocking--these stories from a writer
at the height of his power will make you think, or make you
laugh. Sometimes they’ll make you want to look away, but
they will always hold your gaze. These are stories set in
London, in Byzantium, in the ghetto, in the Andes, and in a
printer’s shop in Lagos. Characters include a murderer, a
writer, a detective, a woman in a dream, a man in a mirror, a
little girl, a prison door, and the author himself. Each one of
these twenty-four stories will make you wonder if what you
see in the world can really be all there is . . .

The Age of Magic
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Some twenty years after the publication of Ben Okri's 1991
Booker Prize winning novel, The Famished Road, this volume
proposes a spiralling journey into the imaginary homelands of
its main protagonist, the adventurous spirit-child Azaro. Over
the years, The Famished Road has been attributed a variety
of mixed and sometimes contradictory labels (postcolonial,
magic realist, mythopoeic, new ageist, picaresque, epic, to
name just a few). Contributors to this volume have chosen to
look beyond pre-conceived patterns and categories in order
to embrace the otherness of the text and accept to be
challenged by it. Disentangling themselves from the rationality
of Western discourses, they have opened their minds to
unfamiliar ground and new modes of being and seeing the
world, which entailed bringing together various structures of
feeling, modes of knowledge and protocols of representation,
both African and Western. The purpose of this volume is
therefore to offer new ways of reading The Famished Road
that testify to the richness of Okri's poetic prose and his
reliance on indigenous mythical and oral traditions. The
volume also includes an exclusive interview with Ben Okri
who provides an insight into his writing processes and
discusses the main themes, narrative techniques and literary
strategies at work in The Famished Road.

Dangerous Love
‘In every moment, we are part of the infinite stories that the
universe is telling us and that we are telling the universe.’
Packed with ideas and inspiration, The Mystery Feast offers
numerous pathways into the magical world of storytelling.
Beginning with a poem, ‘All we do’, Booker prize-winning
novelist Ben Okri presents his considered thoughts on the
purpose and meaning of stories, concluding with a series of
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condensed ‘Notes to the modern storyteller’. The collection is
completed with a ‘stoku’ – a brief tale on the theme. Based on
decades of honing his art, this stimulating booklet gives a
glimpse into the mind of a master of contemporary
storytelling.

The Famished Road
Some twenty years after the publication of Ben Okri’s 1991
Booker Prize winning novel, The Famished Road, this volume
proposes a spiralling journey into the imaginary homelands of
its main protagonist, the adventurous spirit-child Azaro. Over
the years, The Famished Road has been attributed a variety
of mixed and sometimes contradictory labels (postcolonial,
magic realist, mythopoeic, new ageist, picaresque, epic, to
name just a few). Contributors to this volume have chosen to
look beyond pre-conceived patterns and categories in order
to embrace the otherness of the text and accept to be
challenged by it. Disentangling themselves from the rationality
of Western discourses, they have opened their minds to
unfamiliar ground and new modes of being and seeing the
world, which entailed bringing together various structures of
feeling, modes of knowledge and protocols of representation,
both African and Western. The purpose of this volume is
therefore to offer new ways of reading The Famished Road
that testify to the richness of Okri’s poetic prose and his
reliance on indigenous mythical and oral traditions. The
volume also includes an exclusive interview with Ben Okri
who provides an insight into his writing processes and
discusses the main themes, narrative techniques and literary
strategies at work in The Famished Road.

The Famished Road by Ben Okri (Book Analysis)
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The bestselling, Man Booker Prize-winning novel hailed as "a
true achievement. Catton has built a lively parody of a 19thcentury novel, and in so doing created a novel for the 21st,
something utterly new. The pages fly." -- New York Times
Book Review It is 1866, and Walter Moody has come to stake
his claim in New Zealand's booming gold rush. On the stormy
night of his arrival, he stumbles across a tense gathering of
12 local men who have met in secret to discuss a series of
unexplained events: a wealthy man has vanished, a prostitute
has tried to end her life, and an enormous cache of gold has
been discovered in the home of a luckless drunk. Moody is
soon drawn into a network of fates and fortunes that is as
complex and exquisitely ornate as the night sky. Richly
evoking a mid-nineteenth-century world of shipping, banking,
and gold rush boom and bust, The Luminaries is at once a
fiendishly clever ghost story, a gripping page-turner, and a
thrilling novelistic achievement. It richly confirms that Eleanor
Catton is one of the brightest stars in the international literary
firmament.

Astonishing the Gods
An epic of daily life, Dangerous Love is one of Ben Okri's
most accessible and most disarming novels. Omovo is an
office worker and artist who lives at home with his father and
his father's second wife. In the communal world of the
compound in which he lives, Omovo has both friends and
enemies, but his most important relationship is with Ifeyiwa, a
beautiful young married woman whom he loves with an
almost hopeless passion – not because she doesn't return his
love, but because they can never be together. Set against the
backdrop of a country struggling to come to terms with the
aftermath of a recent civil war, this is a story of doomed love –
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of star-crossed lovers, separated not by their families, but by
the very circumstances of their lives.

The Seven Good Years
Eight weary film-makers, travelling from Paris to Basel, arrive
at a small Swiss hotel on the shores of a luminous lake.
Above them, strewn with lights that twinkle in the darkness,
looms the towering Rigi mountain. Over the course of three
days and two nights, the travellers will find themselves drawn
in to the mystery of the mountain reflected in the lake. One by
one, they will be disturbed, enlightened, and transformed,
each in a different way.

The Crane Wife
Dreams are the currency of Okri's writing, particularly in this
first book of poems, An African Elegy, but also in his books of
short stories and prize-winning novel The Famished Road.
Okri's dreams are made on the stuff of Africa's colossal
economic and political problems, and reading the poems is to
experience a constant succession of metaphors of resolution
in both senses of the word. Virtually every poem contains an
exhortation to climb out of the African miasma, and virtually
every poem harvests the dream of itself with an upbeat
restorative ending' - Giles Foden, Times Literary Supplement

The Famished Road
Iconic migrant writers such as Michael Ondaatje, Salman
Rushdie and Ben Okri use their fictional worlds to articulate
the ways in which existential “nervous conditions,” caused by
violent postcolonial history, drive individuals to rework the
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critical notions of freedom, authenticity and community. This
existential thread in their works has been largely ignored or
left undeveloped in criticism. Although Rushdie has argued
that they primarily write back to the imperial centre(s), in their
signature novels, The English Patient, Midnight’s Children
and The Famished Road, they respond to their conflicting
cultural and ethnic heritages by dramatizing characters in
traumatic struggles with belonging and affiliation. As a way of
coping with their identity crises, most characters succumb to
the political rhetoric of communalism. The central characters,
however, are driven by a powerful desire for self-sufficiency.
Yet, since this individualism clashes with their need for
communal sharing, they enact a form of creative destruction
of their singular selfhood and communal identity. They
experience a certain plurality of singular selfhood and
participate in forms of “inoperative communities,” which elicit
bonds without ties and coexistence without the necessity of a
common work and essence.

The Famished Road
Bestselling novels by Angela Carter, Salman Rushdie,
Gabriel Garcia Marquez and a multitude of others have
enchanted us by blurring the lines between reality and
fantasy. Their genre of writing has been variously defined as
'magic', 'magical' or 'marvellous' realism and is quickly
becoming a core area of literary studies. This guide offers a
first step for those wishing to consider this area in greater
depth, by: * exploring the many definitions and terms used in
relation to the genre * tracing the origins of the movement in
painting and fiction * offering an historical overview of the
contexts for magic(al) realism * providing analysis of key
works of magic(al) realist fiction, film and art. This is an
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essential guide for those interested in or studying one of
today's most popular genres.
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